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Deacon’s Corner 

“Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 

And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the 

assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and 

so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.” 

~ Hebrews 10:23–25 
 

"What is the big deal about church??? A whole bunch of people get together and sing songs, 

and then the Pastor preaches a quick word, and blammo... Church is done, and you've missed 

half of the football game. I just think there are other things I can do with my time to serve 

God..." 

 
I cannot tell you how many times I have heard that! Many people think of church as a social 

gathering, a sacramental task. However, church is not only to praise God, but to help each other, 

and encourage each other. We live in a world full of sin, and church helps us get out of that world, 

and refocus on what we need to accomplish. 

 
As a friend of mine said, "Church is like a gas station, and you are the car. If you don't go in for a 

refill, you won't be able to keep going... eventually you run out of 'Spiritual' gas." 

 
And when you think about it, that is exactly what church is. Church is the fuel to help us 

continue living as Christians, to help us continue to focus on God, and help us to continually 

learn about him. 

 
Church is a way for us to get out of our busy world, out of our busy lives, and focus on God. 

Focus on becoming a better servant and focusing on seeking God with our whole heart. 

 
“Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. And ye 

shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.” 

~ Jeremiah 29:12–13 

 
On behalf of the Deacon Team  

David Petersen 

(reprinted from the internet) 

 

 

 

 



Youth Page 

The Youth Ministry started off this Fall with the focus being… your story. Your story of how you 

met Jesus, what God has done for you, where you are at in life right now, and so on.  

Our stories are so important. They do a number of things… 

1. They become pillars of our faith. Moments in time where we look back and remember 

all that God has done. Similar to how the Israelites remember how God rescued them 

from captivity in Egypt.  

2. They remind us that God is still moving. This is especially true when we are sharing our 

stories of God’s goodness with one another. 

3. Our stories are perhaps our strongest tool in evangelism. People are looking for 

something different… They are looking for hope. Our stories of God’s faithfulness and 

goodness are often the things that draw them in to the loving arms of God. 

 

In Luke 8, we read a story about a man possessed by many demons. Jesus casts these demons 

out of the man, into the herd of pigs, and the man is drastically made new. The reaction of the 

people is proof of just how drastic of a change it was. They were afraid of Jesus. 

Understandably. Who could possess such power as to cast out the demons that haunted this 

man? They asked Jesus to leave, and He did. 

As He was leaving, the man whom the demons had gone out of begged that he could come 

with Jesus. Jesus tells him “Return home and tell how much God has done for you.” – Luke 

8:39a. Jesus’ answer can easily be applied to our own encounters with God. 

The takeaway is simple… Has Jesus done something amazing in your life? Has God transformed 

you into a new creation? Then… in the words of our Savior… “tell how much God has done for 

you.” 

In Christ, 

Pastor Jonathan Finke 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Family Ministries 

  

Whenever the time comes around to write a News and Notes, I always like to read 

through my submission from the prior year. When I was reading my Fall News and Notes from 

2020, I came across this little excerpt that I wanted to share with you all. 

This past week we got to learn that “God is always reliable.” We spent a lot of time 

talking about what it means to be reliable, and that we can trust God in every 

circumstance. Please be praying for the kids and volunteers as we embark on this journey. 

We had no idea just how adventurous that journey would be. Covid turned our world upside down 

and we were faced with countless opportunities to see God’s goodness shine. I can say with an 

even greater faith that God is always reliable. 

 August and September mark the transition of our ministry year, and the word I would use 

to describe this year’s transition is. . . MOMENTUM. At the beginning of August we hosted an 

outdoor VBS. This wasn’t the original plan, or even the back up. It was simply the adjustment we 

made to the present circumstances. And yet, even when our plans fell through, God’s plans came 

through. We ended up with 72 registrations for VBS this year (almost 20 more than 2019)! And 

the best part is that well over half the kids we saw were first time VBS attenders. Thanks to 

the Lord’s blessing, and an awesome volunteer team, this year’s VBS was a huge success. It was 

so fitting that the VBS theme was that “Jesus Power Pulls Us Through.” God is always reliable. 

 

 This year’s VBS introduced us to many new families, which gave us some more momentum 

heading into this school year. On September 16th, we hosted our 2nd Annual Kickoff Carnival 

(again, outdoors). Yet again, God blessed us with amazing weather, and the opportunity to meet 

new families. The momentum of VBS and the Carnival has carried into Quest Kids. To date, we 

have 46 kids register for Quest. God is always reliable. 

 I want to encourage you all to remember that in every situation, God is in control. Nothing 

in this world is outside of God’s care. I have personally witnessed the Lord use the isolation of 

the past six months (which I would never wish for) to grow the impact of our Children’s Ministry 

(which we are always praying for). This world is desperate for the love and nourishment that 

only the Gospel can provide, and now as much as ever, people are searching for answers.  

 

God is always reliable. 

Blessings, 

Jackson Standafer  

 

 

 



October, November, December 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

OCTOBER  ANNIVERSARIES 

10/27 Nathan & Emili Hibbs 

10/31  Kim & Becki Miller 
 

OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS 

10/01 Heidi Gustafson 

10/08 Pastor Matt Stacey 

10/10 Hazel Swedal 

10/20 Cameron Larson 

10/23 Dennis Pastian 

10/23 Hans Puck 

10/24 Diane Gustafson 

10/27 Scott Bergman 

10/27 Susan Rasmussen 

10/31 Randy Swanson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER  ANNIVERSARIES 
11/01  Ken &Audrey Stevens 

11/18  Del & Margaret Halverson 

11/19  Chris & Roxanne Larson 

11/20  Harley & Kitie Hollenbeck 

 

 
NOVEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

11/01 Jeanette Goff 

11/02 Olivia Reinbold 

11/06 Chris Larson 

11/10 Cody Johnson 

11/12 Daniel Standafer 

11/14 Katie Stacey 

11/16 Darrah Larson 

11/17 Matt Junkin 

11/21 Byron Cook 

11/21 Peggy Stacy 

11/24 Luann Reinbold 

11/25 Becki Miller 

11/26 Rodd Gustafson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER  ANNIVERSARIES 

12/03  Rodd and Beth Gustafson 

12/12  Joe & Luann Reinbold 

12/13  Ray & Deb Miller 

12/13  Kent & Heidi Gustafson 

12/21  Brandon & Heidi Puck 

12/27  Dennis & Patti Midthun 

12/31  Don & Darla Peterson 

 

 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

12/05 Sue Calvin 

12/05 Deb Miller 

12/06 Jon Finke 

12/07 Beth Gustafson 

12/09 Lily Puck 

12/09 Jack Stacey 

12/10 Don Rousu 

12/13 Larry Brandes 

12/15 Lindsi Barnhart 

12/15 Lynell Blanchard 

12/15 Steve Calvin 

12/16 Madison Koltes 

12/19 Diane Brandes 

12/25 Harley Hollenbeck 

12/27 Dawn Fruetel 

12/27 Joan Lee 

 

 

 

 

 


