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Introduction:  When the Bible talks about money, it’s really 
talking about trust. 
 

I.  Daring faith means that I am generous, even when I am 
frightened 
 

The struggle was that their faith was based more on their 
emotions than on the trustworthiness of God. 
 

   “Millions of Christians around the world are frozen in their 
financial tracks by this anxiety.  In all likelihood, they mean 
to be more generous.  But somewhere along the way, 
uncertainty creeps in and they settle for the status quo:  a 
watered-down version of what they could be sowing for 
God’s Kingdom – if it weren’t for their fears. 
 
“In the United States, just one third to one half of all church 
members give any financial support to their churches.  Any.  
And of the people who do give something, only 3 to 5 
percent give a tenth of their incomes.   
 
“Meanwhile, the wealth accumulated by churchgoing people 
has reached record levels.  And despite unprecedented 
opportunities for global ministry, American Christians give 
proportionately less than we did during the Great 
Depression.”  Andy Stanley, Fields of Gold, p. 14. 
 
6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided 

in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you 
abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that 
you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is 
written: 
“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; 
    their righteousness endures forever.” 
10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for 
food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will 
enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be 
enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every 
occasion, and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God. 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 
II.  Paul reminds the Corinthians about the law of sowing 
and reaping 
 

   A.  Financial generosity is about faith not wealth.  
 
And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about 
the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 2 In 
the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and 
their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I 
testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even 
beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently 
pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to 
the Lord’s people. 5 And they exceeded our expectations: 
They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the 
will of God also to us. 2 Cor. 8:1-5 
 

Why did the poverty stricken Macedonian Church give? 
 

      1.  They gave were gripped by the love of Christ.   



For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you 
through his poverty might become rich. 2 Corinthians 8:9.   
 
We can give without loving, but we can’t love without giving. 
    

      2.  They gave sacrificially because they were following 
            the example of Christ.   
“Take up (your) cross and follow me.” Matthew 16:24. 
 

   B.  Those who sow generously will reap generously 
 
Paul is not putting forth a “Get rich quick scheme.”  What is at the 
heart of this is that he is reminding us that God wants men and women 
of daring faith to act as conduits for distributing his wealth around the 
world.  The motivation isn’t for personal gain.  The motivation is to 
further the work of God’s Kingdom on this earth.    
 

III.  We dare to sow in faith convinced that there will be a 
harvest 
 

IV.  We sow in faith convinced that God will take care of us 
    

   A.  God will honor our daring faith, by providing for us 
 

   B.  God will honor our daring faith by provide us with joy.   
In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and 
their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 8:2 
 

   C.  God will honor our daring faith by providing us with  
        more to give.   
 
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for 
food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will 

enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.  You will be 
enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every 
occasion, and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God. 9:10-11 
 

   D.  God will honor our daring faith by providing us with  
      eternal riches 
 
“Command those who are rich in this present world…to be generous 
and willing to share.  In this way they will lay up treasure for 
themselves…for the coming age.”  1 Timothy 6:17-19 
 

You can’t take it with you,  but you can send it on ahead 


