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Key Verse: “From the days of John the Baptist until now, the 

kingdom of heaven has been subjected to violence, and 

violent people have been raiding it.” Matthew 11:12 

 

Verses you will see on social media: 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. John 3:16 
 
As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.  Now remain 
in my love. John 15:9  
 
Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. Matt 11:28. 
 

Verses you will not see on social media:   
From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of 
heaven has been subjected to violence, and violent people 
have been raiding it.  Matthew 11:12 
 
If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, 
wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own 
life—such a person cannot be my disciple.  Luke 14:26 
 
Another disciple said to him, “Lord, first let me go and bury 
my father.”  But Jesus told him, “Follow me, and let the dead 
bury their own dead.”  Matthew 8:21-22 
 

Introduction:   
   A.  In some translations the Kingdom is violently    
        attacked. – The victim of violence.   
From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of 
heaven has been subjected to violence, and violent people 
have been raiding it. Matthew 11:12 (NIV). 
 
   B.  In other translations the Kingdom is forcefully    
        advancing.  The perpetrator of violence.   
From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of 
heaven has forcefully advanced, and the strong take it by 
force.  Matthew 11:12 (Modern English Version) 
 
   C.  The Kingdom of Heaven is life on earth under his rule,  
        which he inaugurated when he lived among us. 
 
I.  John was in prison because of his courage 
 
   A.  John was the first person to proclaim Jesus as Messiah.     
        John was the first believer to be arrested.   
        John was the first believer to be executed.   
 
   B.  His imprisonment caused doubts to creep into John’s  
        mind 
 
   C.  John desperately seeks reassurance from Jesus 11:3 
 
   D.  Jesus graciously reassures John   11:4-6 
 
 
 



II.  The response of Jesus is intended to conquer John’s    
     doubts 
 
III.  Is the Kingdom suffering violence or is the Kingdom 
forcefully advancing?   
 
When we keep the focus on John, the answer is Yes.   
 
   A.  John is suffering violence as a representative of the  
        Kingdom.   
 
   B.  The good news is that the King and the Kingdom  
         will prevail.   
 
   C.  To follow Jesus with integrity means you do it  
         forcefully.   
 
     You must force out and eliminate whatever comes  
     between you and Jesus.   
 
   D.  Jesus wants to fully conquer your heart 
 
 


