
1 Timothy 6:17-19, “Dare to Be Generous” 11-7-17 
 
“Remember the words the Lord Jesus Himself said, ‘there is 
more happiness in giving than in receiving.’”  Acts 20:35 
 

Four Key Bible Words 
 
Believe is used 272 times. Pray is used 371 times.  Love is 
used 714 times.  But give (or giving) is used 2,162 times.   
 
The Bible is a book about giving 
 
“For God so loved the world that he gave His one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.” John 3:16 
 
I.  We are commanded to give. 6:17-18;  God’s standard for 
giving is the tithe 
 
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be 
food in my house.” Malachi 3:10 
 
   A.  When we give, we are only giving away money that is  
         only temporarily in our possession 
 
      1.  You may not have your earthly wealth tomorrow 
 
      2.  Recognize that all you have is on loan from God 
       
      3.  Because everything is on loan from God that makes us  
           managers, not owners of God’s resources.   

“The earth is the Lords, and everything in it, the world and all 
who live in it.”  Psalm 24:1 
 
      4.  God desires for us to enjoy what he has entrusted us     
            with.  (Part of the joy is generosity!) 
 
II.  Giving primes the pump for God’s blessings 
 
   A.  Our spiritual health depends upon our giving.  Giving  
         breaks the grip of materialism.  Materialism  
         results when we love things more than we love God.      
         The heart of the problem is a problem of the heart.   
 
   B.  Giving is a demonstration of faith in God 
 
“No one can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise 
the other.  You cannot serve both God and money.”  
Matthew 6:34 
 
   C.  Giving opens the door to God’s blessings 
 
“Remember this:  whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously.  2 Corinthians 9:6.   
 
“Do not be deceived:  God cannot be mocked.  A man reaps 
what he sows.”  Galatians 6:7  
 



“Give and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into 
your lap.” Luke 6:38 
 
III.  (The next blessing of giving is this).  You can’t take it 
with you,  but you can send it on ahead 
 
IV.   God gives us the blessing of being the vessel of His 
grace to others.   


