
7-24-22: Location, Location, Location (Matthew 16:13-20) 
“Stranger Things (Jesus Said)” 

 

I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 
Mattthew 16:18. 
 
Introduction:  Where Jesus said this is just as important as 
what Jesus said.   
 

Location – Caesarea Philippi, Matthew 16:13 
 
I.  In the Old Testament the Canaanites lived here.  The 
Canaanites worshipped Baal.   
 
   A. The Canaanites believed Baal was the God of storms and  
       fertility.   
 
   B.  Worship of Baal included temple prostitution and child  
        sacrifice. 
 

   C.  Throughout the Old Testament, the Israelites repeated  
        embraced worship of Baal 
“They have built the high places of Baal to burn their 
children in the fire as offerings to Baal—something I did not 
command or mention, nor did it enter my mind.” Jeremiah 
19:5. 
 
So it wasn’t simply a place of idol worship.  It was 
historically a place of religious compromise. 
 

II.  Later in history, the territory came under the control of 
the Greeks who introduced worship of the god Pan 
 

III.  During the days of Jesus, the Romans ruled the area 
 

Roman leaders claimed supreme authority and even         
divinity.  Therefore, they expected to be worshipped as         
gods.  One of the loyalty oaths that at times people were 
expected to make was to say Caesar is Lord 
 

IV.  In the very place where other gods have been 
worshipped, Peter says that Jesus is the Son of the living 
God 
 

V.  Location still matters.  – We face the same temptations 
to compromise. 
 

VI.  Confession that Jesus is the Christ means absolute 
surrender.   
“(The church is) built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.”  
Ephesians 2:20 
 

VII.  Hades represents the realm of the dead. 
 

VIII.  According to Scripture, eternal life begins with our 
confession of Jesus. 
“Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”  John 17:3.   
 
“I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.”  
John 10:10 


