
1 John 1:2-2:2 “Knowing God” July 4, 2021 
 

Introduction:  The Bible teaches that we can know Christ 
intimately.   
“But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of 
Christ.  What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord… I want to know 
Christ…”  Philippians 3:7-10 
 

I.  In the person of Jesus, God has revealed Himself to us. 1:1-2.   
One of the ways that John likes to refer to Jesus is as the Word.  
The reason he uses that name for Jesus is that Jesus is God’s 
clearest communication to us of who He is.  
 
 In the beginning was the Word (Jesus), and the Word(Jesus) was with 
God, and the Word (Jesus) was God…The Word (Jesus) became flesh 
and made His dwelling among us.”  John 1:1, 14. 
 

In verse 2 we read the phrase “The life appeared.”  What this 
literally means is that God was openly revealed through His Son 
Jesus.   
 

II.  Through the person of Jesus, we can know God personally 
and intimately.  1:1,3. 
 

   A.  John claims to have known Jesus after His death 
“Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the 
nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”  John 
20:24.   
“Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” John 
20:27. 
“After His suffering, He showed Himself to these men and gave many 
convincing proofs that he was alive.”  Acts 1:3 

 

   B.  John claims to still be in fellowship with Jesus. 1:3 
 

   C.  John claims that this fellowship is available to us.  1:3, 6 
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”  Luke 
19:10 
 

Verse 1 - The Greek for “to see” is “horan” and it simply means to 
see with physical sight.  But the Greek word for “looked at” is 
“theasthai” and it means to gaze at someone or something until 
something has been grasped of the significance of that person or 
thing.   
 

“You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.”  
Jeremiah 29:13 
 

Characteristics of Those Who Know Jesus 
 

I.  Their lives reflect the light of Christ. 1:6-7 
We should be so loving toward others and our lives should be of 
such purity that we are different. 
“You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.” 
Matthew 5:14 
 

II.  They seek to bring others into the light of Christ 
 

   A. We should be inviting others to experience Christ 
 

   B.  Our love for one another should draw others to Christ.      
         1:7 
 

III.  We walk in the grace and forgiveness of Christ.  1:8-2:2.   
 

   A. We live with the assurance of God’s forgiveness.   
 

   B.  We will never become sinless¸ but in Christ we will sin  
        less 


