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I. The angels were surprised that the disciples (including the 
women) were surprised. 
 
   A.  Jesus repeatedly told the disciples to expect his death  
         and resurrection.   
 
He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must 
suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief 
priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be 
killed and after three days rise again. Mark 8:31. 
  
   B.  Despite the repeated teachings of Jesus, the  
         resurrection was inconceivable for the disciples.   
 
   C.  Even Jesus’ enemies were aware of this claim. 
 
The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests 
and the Pharisees went to Pilate. 63 “Sir,” they said, “we 
remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, 
‘After three days I will rise again.’ 64 So give the order for the 
tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his 
disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people 
that he has been raised from the dead. This last deception 
will be worse than the first.”  Matthew 27:62-64 
 
II.  The disciples were surprised by the grace of the 
resurrected Christ.   
 

So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled 
with joy, and ran to tell his disciples.  Suddenly Jesus met 
them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his 
feet and worshiped him.  Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they 
will see me.”  Matthew 29:8-10 
 
“But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you 
into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’” 
Mark 16:7. (Angel’s instructions to the women) 
 
A.  Through the resurrection we experience forgiveness of 
sins.   
 
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: 
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that 
he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according 
to the Scriptures. 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 
 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and 
this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by 
works, so that no one can boast. Ephesians 2:8-9. 
 
III.  The resurrection means that the greatest surprise is yet 
to come. 
 
 
 
 


