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I.  This story actually starts in Luke 18:35 with a story of  
physical healing. 
 
“As Jesus approached Jericho, a bind man was sitting by the roadside 
begging…”   Luke 18:35 
 
“Then will the eyes of the blind be opened…” Isaiah 35:5.   
 
“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chose one in whom I delight; I 
will put my Spirit on him…to open eyes that are blind, to free captives 
from prison, and to release from the dungeon those who sit in 
darkness.”  Isaiah 42:1, 7 
 

It’s not just the blind man’s eyes that are opened.  The crowd’s 
eyes are opened to the fact that this really is the Messiah.   
 
 Right away he could see. He followed Jesus, praising God. When all 
the people saw it, they also praised God. Luke 18:43 
 

II.  Luke paints a dark picture of who Zacchaeus is.   
 
   A.  He was the chief tax-collector.  This meant that he was  
         a traitor to his nation. 
 
   B.  Zacchaeus was rich.  19:2 
 
Luke emphasizes Zacchaeus’ wealth to underscore how far 
Zacchaeus is from God. 
 
      1.  There was the wealthy farmer who was rich in things  
            but poor in soul.  in Luke 12:13-21 

 
    2.  There was the rich man who ignored the poor.  Luke  
          16:19-31 
 
      3.  There was the rich, young ruler who chose  
            possessions over Christ. Luke 18:18-30 
 
“Sell everything you have and give it to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven.  Then come, follow me.”   
 

“How hard it is for the rich to enter the Kingdom of God!  Indeed it is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter the Kingdom of God.”  Luke 18:22, 24-25 
 

III.  Zacchaeus plays the role of the blind man in the previous 
story 
 

   A.  The blind man wants to see 18:41 
         Zacchaeus wants to see Jesus 19:3 
 

   B.  In both stories the crowd gets in the way 
 

   C.  Both expose themselves to ridicule and humiliation.   
        18:39, 19:4 
 

      1.  It was considered undignified for a grown man to run  
            in public 
 

      2.  A man of his importance wouldn’t climb a tree 
 

IV.  In neither story did Jesus respond as expected 
 

   A.  Jesus loved Zacchaeus without conditions 
 

   B.  Zacchaeus was transformed by grace not judgment 
 



V.  Unexpectedly, the crowd was now observing two miracles.   
 

   A.  A blind man received his sight. 
 

   B.  A camel just went through the eye of a needle 


