
2 Timothy 3:14-17, The Word Examined 8-21-2022 
 

“If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile (and) we are of all people most to be pitied.”  1 Corinthians 15:17-
19.   
 

Introduction:  The biggest objection to the resurrection is that the historical testimony for this 
event is contained in the New Testament. 
 

I.  The manuscript evidence – The question here is “were the original documents transmitted 
accurately throughout history?”     
 

   A.  There are many more  manuscripts of the New Testament writings than any other ancient 
document.   
 

      1.  The Roman historian Tacitus wrote Annals of  Imperial  Rome in around 116 A.D.  There were  
      sixteen books that he wrote.  His first six books exist today in only one manuscript.  It is a copy      
      dated to around 850 A.D.  Books seven through ten are lost.  Books eleven through sixteen are     
      in another manuscript dating from the  eleventh century. 
 

      2.  The Jewish historian Josephus wrote The Jewish  War around 75 A.D.  The earliest  
      manuscript is one Latin translation from the fourth century.  Then there nine Greek manuscripts  
      that date from the tenth –twelfth centuries.  Additionally there  are some Russian translations  
      from the 11th or 12th century.  Again, this is considered reliable material. 
      

       3.  Next to the Bible the Iliad by Homer has the most manuscript testimony.  Originally written 
       around 800 B.C. we have 650 Greek manuscripts in existence.  The earliest of these manuscripts  
       come to us from the 2nd and 3rd century A.D.  So, these copies are 1,000 years after the original. 
 

        4.  There are more than 5000 Greek manuscripts in existence of the New Testament. The  
       earliest is a fragment from the Gospel of John that has been dated to between 100 and 150 A.D.   
       Over 300 more manuscripts can be dated back as early as the third century. 
 

          a. The closer in time to the original document, the more confidence we can have in its  
          trustworthiness.   
    

          b. The more copies that exist that agree with each other, the more confidence we can have. 
 

When compared to other writings from the ancient world the New Testament is unrivaled both in 
terms of the number of manuscripts and how close in time they are to the original documents.   
 

“There is no body of ancient literature in the world which enjoys such a wealth of good textual 
attestation as the New Testament.”  F.F. Bruce “The New Testament Documents:  Are they 
Reliable?” 
 

II.  Are the stories preserved for us true?  Can we trust the original authors? 
 

   A.  Would it have been possible for the movement to have existed without the resurrection?     
   Would there have been any benefit to writing something they knew was untrue, particularly when  



   the early church leaders were persecuted and killed for their beliefs? 
 

   B.  Did legendary material arise in the years between Jesus’ death and the writing of the Gospels?   
 

       1.  Thirty years is a very short time for legendary material to emerge.  The main reason is that   
       eyewitnesses were still alive.  (Matthew, Mark and Luke were written @ 60 A.D., John was  
       written @ 90 A.D.) 
 
 

        2.  We can actually date belief in the resurrection to within five years of the crucifixion.   
        “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the  
        Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he  
        appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve.  After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers  
        and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to  
        James, then to all the apostles.”  1 Corinthians 15:3-7 
 

“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from 
whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  1 Timothy 
3:14-17 
 

III.  Scripture challenges us to accept it as the Word of God.  
 


