
Daring to Wait, Selected passages - Genesis  11-14-21 
 
Introduction:  Sometimes we are in a hurry when God isn’t. 
 
There is a difference between no and not yet. 
 
“The LORD had said to Abram, ‘Go from your country, your 
people and your father’s household to the land I will show 
you. “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will 
bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will 
curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through 
you.’ So Abram went, as the LORD had told him” Genesis 
12:1-4 
 
I.  Daring faith is often initially accompanied by great 
excitement and confirmation.   
 
“The Lord appeared to Abram and said, ‘To your offspring I 
will give this land.’ So he built an altar there to the Lord, who 
had appeared to him.”  Genesis 12:7 
 
II.  Daring faith does not exempt us from trials and 
challenges.     
 
   A.  At times these “storms of life” come on us suddenly.  
   Genesis 12:10-20 
 
      1.  Abraham faith quickly wavered as he waited on God. 
 
      2.  Abraham reacted out of fear and took matters into his  

           own hands 
   
 B.  Sometimes the “storms of life” arise very gradually.     
        Genesis 16   
 
      1.  Abraham’s faith eroded slowly as he waited for the  
           promised son 
 
      2.  Abraham reacted out of doubt and took matters into  
            his own hands 
 
III.  We are tempted to waver in our faith during difficult 
times of waiting 
 

When we lose heart we are tempted to question God’s heart 
 
IV.  We have two options during these seasons of waiting 
on God. 
 
   A.  We can set our eyes on our circumstances 
 
When our eyes are on our circumstances, we panic.  Panic 
brings on doubt and disobedience.   
 
   B.  We can set our eyes on our God. 
 
      1.  As we wait, we look for signs of God’s presence.   
“You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all of 
your heart.”  Jeremiah 29:13 
 
      2.  As we wait, we remember God’s promises 



 
      3.  As we wait, we recall God’s faithfulness 
“I was in distress…my soul refused to be comforted…I 
groaned…my spirit grew faint…I was too troubled to 
speak…Then I thought, to this I will appeal; the years of the 
right hand of the Most High.  I will remember the deeds of 
the Lord; yes, I will remember your miracles of long ago.”  
Psalm 77 
 
      4. As we wait, we trust that God is preparing me for  
          blessings 
 
God wanted to change Abraham’s character before God 
changed his circumstances 


