
Dear Congregation, 

Today is an unprecedented time in the life of the world, our country, and our church. The 
pastoral staff and deacons are desiring to lead our church congregation in the best path 
forward. Please pray for wisdom. One matter that the leadership wants to inform you is 
about decision-making during this unusual period of our history. Please read carefully the 
following statement. 

In the event of emergency or urgent matters, that is, conditions impacting our area 
(such as the COVID-19 situation) and 

which prevent our congregation from meeting in our normal fashion to conduct 
church business we will operate in this fashion: 

1. The church shall allow crucial or critical decision-making to be made by 
agreement between deacons and ministerial staff. This may also entail involvement 
with any appropriate ministry committee (s). 

2. Full reporting (via phone, text, churchcast, website) will be made to the church 
body as soon as possible and, if needed, a vote will be brought to the church as 
soon as the church can assemble in business meeting. 

3. This allowance will be used sparingly and only to facilitate matters of utmost need 
for immediate action. 

4. This action in no way usurps or preempts the “congregational rule” form of church 
government at Mount Vernon Baptist Church. It simply gives the church a method 
to make decisions in special and unusual circumstances. 

There have been two such decisions, that because of deadlines imposed, were acted on in 
the manner described above. One was an application under the CARES Act of the Federal 
Government for PPP assistance. This was primarily for the employees of the Mount 
Vernon Childcare Center. The Pastoral staff, Deacons, Childcare Committee, and 
Stewardship Committee were consulted about this decision The second decision was 
concerning an application for a grant from the Walker Area Community Foundation for 
additional food for distribution for the Weekly Foodbank Ministry. The Pastoral staff, 
Deacons, and Food Bank Committee were consulted about this decision. Both decisions 
were made because of time deadlines. 


