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Dear Prayer Warriors:

Have you ever thought about how you learned to read?  For most adults, it is something that 
we learned as children without really even remembering how it came about.  What a blessing 
it is to be teaching literacy again to a group of 9 adults here in Aibai and to be praying for a 
group of 16 adults in the remote village of Amia as they learn to read under my co-worker, 
Lonita Lohse.  Their grasp of letters and sounds and putting them together is increasing each 
week.  I am grateful to the Lord for helping me teach at a snail’s pace in the beginning but with increasing speed 
and clarity as we move along in the 15 weeks of class.  We covet your continued prayers for reading success 
for all of the students and for the beauty of the Gospel to come into their understanding and hearts so that 
some will receive Christ as their Savior.  

The Bible study on Israel with the ladies was completed in July.  I was able to download two maps of Israel and then 
modify them with Tok Pisin spelling of Bible place names.  I have made these available for a very small fee for those 
interested in using them with their Bible reading.  Monthly I also make up a Bible reading schedule for the church 
folks to use.  I print these out and make them available in a calendar format for free.  Please pray that our genuine 
believers will hunger to read God’s Word daily and to use these maps to grow in their knowledge of Israel 
and her God, Who has not changed and desires a vibrant, ongoing daily relationship with them.  

The religious instruction classes are in progress again after a very long break of four to five weeks between their 
second and third terms of school.  The delay in getting back to school was caused by 
local government elections.  Their were some small fights and tense days, but we know 
God was answering our prayers to put down any serious fighting that often ends in 
bloodshed.  The students in Grades 3–8 at the Gomri school have been very attentive as 
we study through the Passion Week and Crucifixion of Jesus Christ.  Please pray for a 
youth girl, Juli, in whom the Lord is working to bring to salvation.  

The book of 1 Corinthians tells us that some of us minister by planting Gospel seeds and others water those seeds, 
but it is always God Who gives the increase.  BG, a teen girl, is a testimony to this.  BG is the oldest child in a family 

that is very faithful in going to the Seventh-Day Adventist church here.  A 
co-worker befriended her several years ago and started planting Gospel 
truths.  An intern this summer watered those seeds.  BG was faithful to 
come to church on Sundays here in Aibai, while often at the same time, 
she would still go to the SDA church on Saturdays.  One day as I passed 
by her home, BG was sitting outside, and I stopped to chat with her.  I 
had an English Bible study in my string bag that I had intended to start 
with another lady.  However, that lady was no longer in the village, so 
I decided to offer that Bible study to BG, who has completed Grade 10.  
I knew that the English might be a bit advanced for her but thought 
she could try, and we could always switch to a Tok Pisin Bible study if 
needed.  When we meet we read the Bible verse in English first and then 

read it again in Tok Pisin.   After the first Bible study, BG told me that she learned from 2 Peter 1:20–21 that she 
needs to be listening to God and not what “prophets” say.  She was open in talking about Ellen G. White, a deceased 
false prophet of the SDA church.  During the second Bible study, which was filled with Gospel truths, I could see that 
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she was grasping them more clearly than before.  When we came to the end, the lesson gave an invitation to trust 
Jesus as her Savior.  BG told me that she had done this at her house after working through the Bible study.  I asked 
her to share what she had prayed, and what she told me showed clarity, conviction, and understanding of faith in 
Christ alone.  Praise God!  Please pray for evidence of new life in Christ in BG and for wisdom as we continue 
to work through six more English Bible studies together.  Most likely BG will move away in early 2020 to 
attend 11th grade in another city.  Pray that God will allow me to redeem the time that I will have with her.  

Thank you for praying for the visitors that we had during June through August.  Good health was granted to all, and 
much was accomplished around the station and on Lonita’s new house through their brief visits.   It was a blessing 
to show hospitality to each group and enjoy great fellowship and food around the table here in Papua New Guinea.  

Our church memory verse for the month is Romans 15:13.  May it encourage you as it has encouraged me!  “Now 
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy 
Ghost.”  

Resting in the God of hope,
Belinda Richter 


