
 

I Thessalonians 1:5-6a 
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Notice that Paul does not say a word about miracles among the Thessalonians.  Rather, the power shown was the 

preaching of the Word with the Spirit, specifically Paul's new Gospel of Grace. 
 

A. [our gospel]  Paul's newly revealed gospel message had brought a number of them to believe in Christ, and 

 that gospel (D.B.R.) had become theirs to share.  Paul calls it his gospel: 
 

 1. I Corinthians 15:3-4 - For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ  

 died for our sins according to the scriptures; I Cor. 15:4 - And that he was buried, and that he rose again 

 the third day according to the scriptures:  
 

 2. Romans 2:16 - In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my  

 gospel.  
 

 3. Galatians 1:11-12 - But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after  

 man. Gal. 1:12 - For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus  

 Christ.  
 

  *Paul's gospel did not originate with man, nor did Paul receive it from any man (12).  The Grace Gospel 

  (not the Jewish Kingdom Gospel) was personally given to him by Jesus Christ. 
 

 4. The Old Testament, four Gospels (Matthew-John), and early Acts (1-7) contain prophecies about  

 the cross and Christ's D.B.R., but never the entire accomplishments of Christ's finished work.  God  

 purposely veiled its language by using types that would not be understood until after the raising up  

 of Paul (Acts 9).  The cross's accomplishments were revealed to Paul first and by Christ. 
 

  a. The 12. 
 

    Luke 18:31-34 - Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to  

   Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be  

   accomplished. Luke 18:32 - For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked,  

   and spitefully entreated, and spitted on: Luke 18:33 - And they shall scourge him, and put him  

   to death: and the third day he shall rise again. Luke 18:34 - And they understood none of these  

   things: and this saying was hid from them, neither knew they the things which were spoken.  
 

    John 20:8-9 - Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw,  

   and believed. John 20:9 - For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the  

   dead.  
 

  b. Paul. 
 

    I Timothy 1:15-16 - This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came  

   into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. I Tim. 1:16 - Howbeit for this cause I obtained  

   mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which  

   should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.  
 

 5. Note the difference: 
 

  Jews     Acts 3:19-21 - spoken (known) about [since the world began] 

  Then Gentiles Romans 16:25 [kept secret since the world began] 
   

  *Peter's Kingdom Gospel versus Paul's Grace Gospel. 

I Thessalonians 1:5 - For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, 

and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.  



  a. Galatians 2:7, 9 -  But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was  

  committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter; Gal. 2:9 - And when James,  

  Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave 

  to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto 

  the circumcision.  
 

   Notice there is the gospel of the circumcision and the uncircumcision.  One is given to Peter to head 

  up and the other to Paul. 
 

  b. Again, Jews. 
 

    Romans 9:4 - Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the  

  covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises;  
 

  *Then Gentiles.  
 

    Ephesians 2:12 - That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 

   Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:  
 

        c. Again, Jews.  
 

  Romans 15:8 - Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God,  

  to confirm the promises made unto the fathers:  
 

  *Then Gentiles. 
 

  Romans 11:11, 13 - I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather  

 through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. Rom. 11:13 - 

 For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office:  
 

        d. Again, Peter - Jews. 
 

    Matthew 16:15-19 - He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? Matt. 16:16 - And Simon  

   Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. Matt. 16:17 - And Jesus  

   answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed 

   it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. Matt. 16:18 - And I say also unto thee, That thou art 

   Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  

    Matt. 16:19 - And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou  

   shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be  

   loosed in heaven.  
 

   *But Now, the Body's leader is Paul who got his revelation supernaturally also. 
 

    Galatians 1:15-16 - But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and  

   called me by his grace, Gal. 1:16 - To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the  

   heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:  
 

B. [came not unto you in word only,] 
 

 1. When Paul was with these believers, he did not preach just his words nor his ability to influence the  

 people.  Paul's preaching was not dependent upon his eloquence, his charisma, or his appearance. 
 

  *Remember? 
 

  Galatians 4:13-15 - Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel unto you at the 

 first. Gal. 4:14 - And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected; but received  

 me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. Gal. 4:15 - Where is then the blessedness ye spake of? for  

 I bear you record, that, if it had been possible, ye would have plucked out your own eyes, and have given 

 them to me.  
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 2. The gospel Paul preached was not some philosophy devised by the wisdom of men.  Paul's gospel was 

 according to the revelation of the mystery Christ had revealed to him. 
 

  Romans 16:25 - Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the  

 preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the 

 world began,  
 

  *Paul's gospel was not the word of man, but the Word of God! 
 

C. [but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost,] 
 

 1. Paul's gospel was preached to them in the energy of God .  The emphasis was not on the person or  

 way  he delivered the message. The importance is upon the message's content empowered by the  

 Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit, when engaged, gives the Word authority to enter one's heart, mind,  

 and soul.  
 

  II Timothy 3:16-17 - All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for  

 reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: II Tim. 3:17 - That the man of God may be  

 perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.  
 

  Hebrews 4:12 - For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 

 piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a dis- 

 cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  
 

  II Peter 1:21 - For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake  

 as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.  
 

 2. It is so important for me - us to be surrendered to the Lord.  We need to stay close in our relationship 

 with Him and allow the Spirit to be activated within us so that when we preach or share the gospel,  

 we will have His power and authority breathing upon the Word's message.   
 

D. [and in much assurance;] 
 

 1. Having the Holy Spirit's power working through our sharing the gospel, gives us assurance that we  

 are right with God.  It is not deep! 
 

 2. Assurance comes from knowing we are pleasing God by living clean lives, praying, and studying  

 God's Word.  When we do this faithfully, we are rewarded with the activation of the Holy Spirit to 

 work supernaturally. 
 

E. [as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.] 
 

 1. The Thessalonians had realized the high character of Paul and his co-workers in ministering the  

 gospel.  Paul's team was unselfish for the truth of the gospel to transform the Thessalonian believers.  
 

 2. Paul lived out the gospel message with humility, which gave him the Spirit's power to influence these 

 people to trust him completely. 
 

   Note:  I Corinthians 2:1-5 - And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech 

  or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. I Cor. 2:2 - For I determined not to know any 

  thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. I Cor. 2:3 - And I was with you in weakness, 

  and in fear, and in much trembling. I Cor. 2:4 - And my speech and my preaching was not with  

  enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: I Cor. 2:5 - That  

  your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.  
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A. [And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord,] 

   

 1. To become a follower of Paul was to be a follower of Christ according to the gospel of the revelation.  

 There is no disrespect here.  Israelites followed Moses because he was God's man to lead that program. 
 

  a. Paul says: 
 

    I Corinthians 4:16 - Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.  
 

    I Corinthians 11:1 - Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.  
 

    Philippians 3:17 - Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye  

   have us for an ensample.  
 

  b. Why?   
 

    Romans 11:13 - For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I  

   magnify mine office:  
 

    *   Paul is our apostle (the Body's).  He proclaimed a new program with a new message given to 

   *   him by Christ (Eph. 3:2-5, Gal. 1:11-12, Acts 20:24). 
 

 2. Paul acknowledged he represented Christ and Christ's words for today's dispensation. 
 

  a. Paul warns those who did not believe in his apostleship nor his words as Christ's words: 
 

    II Corinthians 13:2-3 - I told you before, and foretell you, as if I were present, the second time; 

   and being absent now I write to them which heretofore have sinned, and to all other, that, if I  

   come again, I will not spare: II Cor. 13:3 - Since ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me, which 

   to you-ward is not weak, but is mighty in you.  
    

  b. Paul himself warns against words that are not Christ's: 
 

    I Timothy 6:3 - If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words 

   of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness;  
 

  c. Paul makes this truth completely clear when he says: 
 

    I Corinthians 14:37 - If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge 

   that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.  
 

 3. To follow is to imitate or pattern after.  It does not mean to worship one or to idolize one.  We are to 

 follow Paul's ministry message and position.  We are not to follow Saul of Tarsus but the new Paul, 

 who's been changed and transformed by God to be our apostle. 
 

 4. Paul's ministry to us today is not after Christ's Old Testament, four Gospels, early Acts (1-7) earthly 

 ministry to Israel.  It is to the spiritual Body of Christ. 
 

  II Corinthians 5:16 - Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have  

 known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.  
 

 5. It is important to remember that Paul laid the foundation of the Body built upon Christ's Mystery  

 heavenly ministry: 
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I Thessalonians 1:6 - And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much  

affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost:  



  I Corinthians 3:10-11 - According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise master- 

 builder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he 

 buildeth thereupon.  I Cor. 3:11 - For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 

 Christ.  
 

  Ephesians 1:20-23 - Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at  

 his own right hand in the heavenly places, Eph. 1:21 - Far above all principality, and power, and  

 might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is  

 to come: Eph. 1:22 - And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things 

 to the church, Eph. 1:23 - Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.  

 

 6. Paul followed, imitated, and patterned his life after Christ.  Christ gave him a new revelational mystery 

 truth to be an example for other believers to follow.  Us?  
 

  I Timothy 1:16 - Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew  

 forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. 
 

  II Timothy 2:2 - And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit 

 thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.  
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