
LESSON EIGHT:   SATAN AND TEMPTATION 
 

A.  II Corinthians 2:11 - "Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of 
 his devices." 

 
  1. Paul didn't want believers to be ignorant of Satan, so they wouldn't be caught off  

  guard. 
 
  2. Today many are negligent or unaware of Satan's warfare he wages against believers.  

  This ignorance is a big reason most believers are living defeated lives as a Christian. 
 
  3. Satan attacks and tempts the believer in his attempt to defeat, discourage, distract, and 

  ultimately to destroy us. 
 
B.  God repeatedly warns us about Satan: 
 
  Luke 22:31 - "And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, 

 that he may sift you as wheat:" 
 
  I Peter 5:8 - "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 

 walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:" 
 
  Ephesians 6:12 - "For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 

 against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness 
 in high places." 

 
C.  Interestingly, we are never told to be afraid of Satan or his attacks, but to be aware and alert 

 of them.  This is to help us be fully equipped so we can have the victory. 
 
 *Those who remain ignorant of "Satan's devices" remain easy targets and place themselves 
 in a vulnerable position. 
 
D.  Satan has certain areas of attack in his efforts against us. 
 
 1. Satan tries to convince us that disobedience to God is better than obedience. 
  
  a. The first recorded attack by Satan was: "Yea hath God said..?" (Genesis 3:1) 
 
  b. Then they would not die as God said - Then they would become gods.  All against 
   what God actually said!  Be disobedient! 
 
  c. It was too late to realize, like many believers today, that the pleasures of sin only 
   last awhile and in the end the consequences of sin are never worth it! 
 
    Hebrews 11:25 - "Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than 

   to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;" 
 
    Note:  No matter how tempting the sin, it's never right to disobey God. 
 
  2. Satan tries to hinder the spiritual growth, testimony, and ministry of believers. 
 

 



   a. Daniel 10:12-13 - " Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day 
   that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, 
   thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words. But the prince of the king- 
   dom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the  
   chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia." 

 
    I Thessalonians 2:18 - "Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul,  

   once and again; but Satan hindered us."  
 
    *Satan fights hard against a believer who wants to grow spiritually in their life  

   and understanding. 
 
   b. The devil will try to keep us from reading the Bible; from sitting under sound  

   teaching and especially from the Mystery Dispensation Program; from fellowship-
   ping with other believers; and from God's house where we minister-serve-and  
   develop our faith. 

 
   c. Satan uses fatigue, recreation, illness, and even our jobs and family to distract us 

   from needed growth.  Has he been successful in your life? 
 
  3. Satan tries to deceive us: 
 
   II Timothy 2:26 - "And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, 

  who are taken captive by him at his will." 
 
   Colossians 2:8 - "Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, 

  after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ." 
 
   II Corinthians 11:13-15 - "For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 

  themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is trans-  
  formed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be  
  transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their  
  works." 

 
   II Thessalonians 2:9 - "Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all 

  power and signs and lying wonders," 
 
   Satan has a large number of men and women who speak through their churches, minis-

  tries, and the media.  These false teachers are convincing by their false teaching and  
  false miracles that seemingly have credibility as being real.  Multitudes have been  
  deceived by Satan's trickery. 

 
  4. Satan is great at accusing the believer. 
 
   a. In the past he accused Job (Job 1:1-6); in the future he will accuse the Jews   

   (Revelation 12:10-Tribulation); and Paul indicates he gets brothers and sisters in 
   Christ to accuse one another creating unforgiveness. 

 
    II Corinthians 2:6-8, 11 - "Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was 

   inflicted of many. So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort 
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    him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. 
    Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward him. Lest Satan 

   should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices." 
 
   b. Satan's greatest accusation is that when we sin he is merciless in keeping us down 

   and defeated.  He whispers, we are unworthy!; God couldn't love you after that!; 
   after that sin there's no hope God would ever again use you.  

 
    Satan can riddle us with doubt and guilt from our failures in order to paralyze our 

   life! 
 
  5. Satan implants pride, wrong thoughts in our minds: 
 
   I Chronicles 21:1 - "And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number 

  Israel."  
 
   a. Prior to this time, David had a pattern of humility and dependence upon God in  

   making decisions.  But here David acted on his own by numbering how many  
   people strong David had.  God was displeased (vs. 27). 

 
   b. John 13:2 - "And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of  

   Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him;" 
 
    Luke 22:31, 34 - "And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to 

   have you, that he may sift you as wheat: And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock  
   shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me." 

 
    These two verses show us Satan's working in the heart of lost and saved people to 

   try and help him win.  They show Satan is involved through negative thoughts or 
   working on one's emotion.  Whatever it takes, he's in that process to get them to  
   act independently of God, causing them to sin.  

 
  6. Satan plays "some" part in attacking believers with sickness: 
 
   a. Job 2:7 - "So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job  

   with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown." 
 
    Luke 13:11 - "And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity  

   eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in no wise lift up herself." 
 
    II Corinthians 12:7 - "And lest I should be exalted above measure through the  

   abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the   
   messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure." 

 
   b. We know that all sickness is not satanic in origin.  But Scripture teaches that the  

   devil is sometimes permitted to use illness to try and defeat us. 
 
   c. But God uses these physical problems and weaknesses in our lives to draw us  

   closer to Him...to draw upon His strength...to even prepare us for a future service. 
 

(3) 



    II Corinthians 12:7-10 - "And lest I should be exalted above measure through the 
   abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the   
   messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. For this 
   thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And he said unto  
   me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. 
   Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
   may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in   
   necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak,  
   then am I strong." 

 
    II Corinthians 1:4 - "Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able 

   to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves 
   are comforted of God." 

 
   d. So, whether we like it or not, we are in a daily warfare with Satan.  Our battle is  

   real and Satan, with his demonic forces, are attacking and tempting the believer to 
   "throw in the towel" on God! 

 
    Ephesians 6:16 - " Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able 

   to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked." 
 
The Believer's Answer?: 
 
A.  We have the weapon of our minds. 
  
  II Timothy 1:7 - "For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, 

 and of a sound mind." 
 
  II Corinthians 10:4-5 - "(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through 

 God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing 
 that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought 
 to the obedience of Christ;" 

 
  Philippians 2:5 - "Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:" 
 
  The believer, as he grows in knowledge, obedience, and faith in God and His Word, is 

 arming his mind and heart to withstand and defeat whatever Satan throws his way. 
 
B. We have the weapon of choice: 
 
  Ephesians 4:27 - "Neither give place to the devil." 
 
  1. Through carelessness and our flesh's willingness, too often we allow Satan an area in 

  our life where he gets hold of our thinking and actions. 
 
  2. As we continue, that area becomes a pattern, a stronger influence-sway in our lives.   

  Satan then builds a fortress of accusations against our minds and heaps on temptations 
  to cause us to continue in sin.  We actually can become a slave to sin! 

 
  3. We can only have victory if we realize we have a choice, both before and after we sin. 
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   We are not helpless!  We have a will that can choose to do right or to do wrong. 
 
   *Even when we have chosen to sin...it's awful...but also we can always choose to obey 

  what we know is God's will.  Paul challenges us to:   
 
   Romans 6:16-19 - "Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey,  

  his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
  righteousness? But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have  
  obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made 
  free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. I speak after the manner of men 
  because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to 
  uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to 
  righteousness unto holiness." 

 
   Romans 12:1 - "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye  

  present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your   
  reasonable service." 

 
   II Timothy 2:25-26 - "In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God  

  peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; And that  
  they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by  
  him at his will." 

 
C.  We have the weapon of escape: 
 
  I Corinthians 10:13 - "There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: 

 but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will 
 with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it." 

 
  1. Satan tries to convince believers that they can't overcome sin; they will never have  

  victory; or he gets their minds to rationalize their sin as being unique.  But all of these 
  are lies! 

 
  2. The biblical truth is we don't have to give in to sin.  We can choose to stay away from 

  sin and far away from our temptations as possible.  When in the heat of sin's battle and 
  Satan's urging us on to sin, our solution is to be like Joseph and not like David.  David 
  continued looking, rationalizing and that caused him to fall; but Joseph did the wisest 
  thing he could do...he took off running from his temptation.  Joseph chose not to sin  
  against his God. 

 
   Genesis 39:7-9, 12 - "And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife cast 

  her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me. But he refused, and said unto his  
  master's wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and he  
  hath committed all that he hath to my hand; There is none greater in this house than I; 
  neither hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how  
 then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God? And she caught him by his   
 garment, saying, Lie with me: and he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got   
 him out. " 

 
   II Timothy 2:22 - "Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity,  

  peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart."  
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D. We have the weapon of truth: 
 
 1. Our greatest weapon against Satan is the written Word of God.  As Satan hurls his lies 
  and temptations at us, we fight back with the truths of God's Word. 
 
   Romans 12:2 - "And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the  

  renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and  
  perfect, will of God." 

 
   John 8:32 - "And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 
 
   John 17:17 - "Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth." 
 
  2. To do this we have to become knowledgeable of God's Word so that we can trust and 

  use it.  Then we can refute every lying temptation with the truth of what God says in  
  His Word.  

 
   I Peter 1:13 - "Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end 

  for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;" 
 
   Colossians 3:16 - "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching  

  and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with  
  grace in your hearts to the Lord." 

 
   Examples: 
 
   Satan says:  "The only way to enjoy life is to be involved in sin." 
   God says:   "Your happiness is the result of godly actions."  
       John 13:17 - "If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them."  
 
   Satan says:   "You can sin; everyone else is doing it...go ahead...it won't hurt." 
   God says: "You are not everybody else.  You are Mine." 
       I John 3:1 - "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 

      upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the  
      world knoweth us not, because it knew him not." 

      "Run only with those who follow Me." 
       Psalm 119:63 - "I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of 

      them that keep thy precepts." 
 
   Satan says: "Your sin is too bad and too strong for you to ever have victory." 
   God says: "There's grace and strength with Me." 
       Romans 5:20 - " Moreover the law entered, that the offence might  

      abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:" 
       Philippians 4:13 - "I can do all things through Christ which strength-

      eneth me." 
       Galatians 5:16 - "This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not 

      fulfil the lust of the flesh." 
 
   Satan says: "How could God love you after what you've done?" 
   God says: "You are permanently accepted." 
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       Ephesians 1:6 - "To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he 
      hath made us accepted in the beloved." 

 
      "You are always loved." 
       Romans 8:39 - "Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 

      be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
      our Lord." 

 
       Psalm 37:23-24 - "The steps of a good man are ordered by the   

      LORD: and he delighteth in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be 
      utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand." 

 
   Satan says:  "You are so dead spiritually...there's no hope.  It can never change." 
   God says: "With Me all things are possible." 
       I Corinthians 6:11 - "And such were some of you: but ye are washed, 

      but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord  
      Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." 

 
       II Corinthians 5:17 - "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 

      creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become  
      new."  

 
E. We have the weapon of armor....God's! 
 
  1. Ephesians 6:10 - "Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 

  might." 
 
   How? 
 
  2. Ephesians 6:11 (13-18) - "Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to  

  stand against the wiles of the devil." 
 
   God promises if we cover ourselves with His armor, we will be able to stand when  

  Satan attacks.  
 
  3. Bottom line is if we practice living the truth - we practice righteousness; we share the 

  gospel of peace; we stand in faith; we never forget what Christ did in saving us; we use 
  God's Word as our defense; and we bathe all of these in prayer by getting hold of God. 

 
  4. The way to defeat Satan is not rebuking Satan or to usurp authority over him.  The  

  solution to having victory when he attacks is to have these spiritual garments (God's  
  armor) active in our daily life. 
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