
 

I Corinthians 3:21-4:4 

(1) 

A. 

 
 

 1. Since the wisdom of this world, when compared to God's truth, is foolishness, Paul commands them  

  not to brag or boast.  Remember, their comparing of men was causing division in the church.  
 

   *   The exalting of people only continues their immaturity.  People worship limits one from growth  

  *    because he's thinking with human wisdom (they follow one's style or their personality). 

 

 2. There are times when some of God's servants are respected more than others because of their godly  

  lives, truthful teaching of God's Word, and godly motives.  
 

   I Thessalonians 5:12-13 - And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and  

  are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; I Thess. 5:13 - And to esteem them very highly in love for 

  their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves.  

 

 3. The bottom line was they should never forget that it is God who provided everything for them, even  

  preachers.  God should be the one they identify with! 
 

 

 

B. 

 

 
 

 1. It is interesting to notice that Paul mentions Cephas (Peter) with himself and Apollos.  Whether Peter  

  had visited Corinth, or some met him in Jerusalem, some must have been acquainted with him.  So Paul 

  uses his name also. 
 

   **Remember, Paul is not actually saying the Corinthians were following, dividing over them.  Paul is  

  only using himself, Apollos, and Cephas in name only as an object lesson.  Their choosing one leader  

  over another limited their growth and was dividing them.  Paul uses these names to take the place of  

  true leaders helping to cause divisions within the church.  Paul could have named them, called them  

  out, embarrassed them, but that could have split the church wide open.  Paul wisely gives these leaders  

  the opportunity to repent and to help turn things around.   
 

   I Corinthians 4:6 - And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos  

  for your sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which is written, that no one of  

  you be puffed up for one against another.  

 

 2. The world, life, death, things present, things to come, all belong to God.  So now since we are His, "all  

  things are yours."  In God, He is our leader to follow. 
 

   *He is and has enough for us believers for our entire journey.  
 

   Romans 8:17 - And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we  

  suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.  

 

C.  

 
 

 1. Since we belong to Christ (not man), and Christ is God's (Father), to choose to follow certain leaders  

  within the Corinthian Church is below the believer's dignity.   

 

  

 

I Corinthians 3:21 - Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours;  

I Corinthians 3:22 - Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or 

things to come; all are yours;  

I Corinthians 3:23 - And ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's. 



 2. Remember, God owns us! 
 

   I Corinthians 6:19-20 - What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in 

  you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? I Cor. 6:20 - For ye are bought with a price:  

  therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 

 

D. 

 

 
 

 1. Paul says this is the way I want you to think about us, as "ministers."  It is one who is working under 

  someone else.  It means an under rower.  
 

   *Under the deck of a slave ship were lines of rowers and usually two decks of them.  They work  

  and serve what their master commands.  They are slaves in the belly of the ship under the worst  

  of conditions. 
 

   a. *Paul is saying, "We are not the issue, the ministry work is.  I am just a minister of Christ down 

   under, supporting the work of Christ."  
 

   b. Everybody in Christ is to be a minister for Christ.  His point is that he is not someone to be  

   exalted, nor is any other man.  The only thing that makes man something is God and the cross 

   message. 

 

 2. [and stewards of the mysteries of God.]  Believers are household managers for the Dispensation of 

  Grace.  The mysteries are not something spooky, or unattainable that you cannot understand.  It  

  simply means a mystery, a secret. 
 

   *Paul has been given a secret to hold, to protect, and to give unto others. 
 

   a. Paul has been given the doctrines for the Body of Christ that once were a secret.  There are many 

   facets of truth that are connected to the mystery.  The mystery is one great revealed secret of truth 

   for the Body Church that has several new truths connected to it.   
 

    Ephesians 3:9-10 - And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from  

   the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:  

    Eph. 3:10 - To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might  

   be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,  
 

   b. Some secrets (mysteries) are Israel's blindness and temporarily put on hold; the salvation and  

   blessings to the Gentiles apart from Israel; a Dispensation of Grace salvation not under Law; a  

   believer is sealed with God inside him; the Body of Christ, the one new man; the one baptism; 

   believer's heavenly position and hope, the Rapture and not wrath; and saved by grace through 

   faith alone in the gospel. 
    

   c. "Again, 'steward' means to administer, to dispense, to deal out.  Just as the Dispensation of  

   the Law was committed to Moses (John 1:17), so the Dispensation of the Grace of God was  

   committed to Paul.  Paul was the head steward, the one into whose hands the management of  

   the household was committed."  Paul was the Lord's dispenser of the Lord's affairs concerning  

   the Mystery Program.  Dr. Stam 
 

    I Timothy 1:11 - According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed  

   to my trust.  

 

    

 

   
(2) 

I Corinthians 4:1- Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries 

of God.  



    Ephesians 3:2-5 - If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to 

   you-ward: Eph. 3:3 - How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote 

   afore in few words, Eph. 3:4 - Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the 

   mystery of Christ) Eph. 3:5 - Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as 

   it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;  
 

    I Corinthians 3:10 - According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise master- 

   builder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed  

   how he buildeth thereupon.  

 

E. 

 
 

 1.  Paul says the defining trait for a steward is that he is faithful.  Because of Paul's calling - position in 

  the Mystery Program, great responsibility was on him not to fail.  So much depended upon Paul's  

  faithfulness, and He was faithful to the end. 
 

   II Timothy 4:6-7 - For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. II Tim. 

  4:7 - I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:  

 

 2. Dr. Stams says: "We are not told to accomplish certain things, but just to be faithful to our testimony;  

  God has not sent us to save souls, but just to share the Word; saving souls is His work, but sharing the 

  Word is our responsibility and our privilege." 
 

   a. We are told to: 
 

    Galatians 1:10 - For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet  

   pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.  
 

    I Corinthians 9:16-17 - For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity  

   is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel! I Cor. 9:17 - For if I do this  

   thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed 

   unto me.  
 

    II Timothy 4:1-2 - I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge 

   the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; II Tim. 4:2 - Preach the word; be instant 

   in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.  
 

   b. But also we are told: 
 

    I Timothy 4:1 - Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from 

   the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;  
 

    II Timothy 4:3 - For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their 

   own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 
 

    *Today many look for results.  If there are not some accomplishments, our work is considered  

   a failure.  This is even when we are not responsible for the results!  Our responsibility is just to 

   be faithful.  Being faithful has the meaning of being true to the mystery truth, being worthy of 

   trust and confidence, and to hold the line of sound doctrine. 
 

    Titus 2:1 - But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine:  

 

F. 

 

 

 

(3) 

I Corinthians 4:2 - Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.  

I Corinthians 4:3 - But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's  

judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self.  



    

 1. No matter who you are in the faith, if you are trying to do something for God or live according to  

  God's Word, you find out in life there are some people who believe it is their ministry to criticize you 

  and your mistakes. 
 

   *Likewise here with Paul, those in the Corinth Church were criticizing him, and slandering him.  So 

  Paul is telling them a steward of God is not always popular, but is to always be faithful. 

 

 2. Paul is saying he is not going to get all shook up when someone judges him.  He uses a little sarcasm 

  when saying, "I judge not my own self."   Paul is saying in the matter of his Apostleship and his  

  teachings on grace, he did not need them or himself to judge him because of what he preached or if 

  he was accurate.  Paul knew himself better than anybody else. 
 

   a. Paul had no problem with judging himself when needed.  But in the area of his Apostleship,  

   doctrine, and character, there was no need! 
 

    I Corinthians 11:31 - [For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.]  
 

   b. As we preach Christ according to the revelation of the mystery, we should always remember  

   there are those who try to force - pressure us to get back to the main teachings of Christendom  

   to be more like them. 
 

    *Amazingly, they remain locked in their four Gospels and early Acts teachings and sit in  

   judgment of us teaching truth for the Body of Christ! 

 

G. 

 

 
 

 1. Paul says he did not know of anything he was doing wrong. "I do not have any inner awareness of  

  wrong I am doing." But he also says any lack of awareness of the wrong does not vindicate him or 

  make him just. Simply put, we are never ever able to evaluate our own spiritual life. Before we know 

  it, we are ranking ourselves and spending too much time focusing on ourselves. Too often we are  

  biased in our own favor led by our flesh (Jeremiah 17:9).  
 

   I Corinthians 10:12 - [Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.]  

 

 2. So Paul humbly admits that though he was conscious of nothing against himself, he could be wrong 

  in the evaluation of himself.  But regardless, the evaluation of him by them or by himself really did 

  not matter.  The one evaluation of him that truly mattered was the Lord's (II Timothy 2:15). 
 

   *   Christ is the only One who has the right to judge His servants - stewards and He is the Only  

  *   One who can see the value of His stewards.  The Corinthians had no right to judge God's Apostle, 

       being hypocrites themselves! 
 

   Romans 14:4 - Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or  

  falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand.  

 

 

 

 
  

  
 

    

 

 

(4) 

I Corinthians 4:4 - For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby justified: but he that judgeth me is 

the Lord.  


