
 

I Corinthians 3:8-10 

(1) 

A. 

  

 1. As we have seen, planting and watering result in fruit.  When we share the gospel and teach the Word,  

  we look for spiritual fruit in people's lives (Gal. 5:22-23).  Both Paul and Apollos desired this in the  

  Corinthians. 
 

   *  When the seed of the Word of God is planted, it has life within it that produces fruit, new life, in the  

  *  heart of the saved.  This should take the pressure off of God's people when sharing truth because it is 

      God's responsibility to make it happen and not us!  

 

 2. [are one:] Some use this verse to say Paul and Apollos being one shows the 12 were in the Body.  Since 

  Apollos had taught John's baptism that Jesus is the Christ (Jewish Messiah), he must have been a  

  Kingdom believer, but now he is in the Body.  So likewise are the 12 and the Little Flock!  This is  

   true about Apollos. 
 

   a.  I am not a 12 in, but a 12 out of the Body of Christ.  Both Israel and the Body are in Christ  

   redemptively.  However, Israel is in the household of Israel, whereas today's believers are in the  

   Body of Christ (household of faith).  Israel and the Body have different promises given to them by 

    God.  (Daniel 2:44; Matt. 19:28; Eph. 2:6-7) 
 

   b.  I can read Hebrews, James, Peter, I II III John, Jude, and Revelation.  They were written after the  

   Body began (mid-Acts), and if it would be to us, it would place us under the Law and we would  

   be a priesthood..holy nation, and in the Tribulation!  We do not see them thinking they were in the 

   Body.  Peter, James, and John, who were speaking for the Little Flock (circumcision), agreed to  

   stay and preach to the Jews.  Why then would they write to the Gentiles? 
 

    Galatians 2:9 - And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace  

   that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we  

   should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision. 
    

   c. If the plan of God is to transfer the 12 into the Body of Christ when Israel rejected the Kingdom  

   offer in Acts 3-7, why did God raise up the Apostle Paul?  

 

 3. This [are one:] in verse 8 is showing that Paul and Apollos are in agreement.  Paul said Apollos is  

  telling you the same thing I am telling you.  They are in agreement and they are not the issue that  

  would cause division (as the Corinthians were picking sides). 
 

   Example:  John 10:27-30 - My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: John 10:28 - 

  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of  

  my hand.  John 10:29 - My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck 

  them out of my Father's hand.  John 10:30 - I and my Father are one.  

 

 4. Paul is saying in verse 8b that they needed to remember that it is God's work first.  Then as they labor in 

  God's work, each one will be rewarded according to their effort. 
 

   a.  Those who serve should make it about the truth of the Word of God, doctrines, truths that help them 

   to advance in their life and their local church.  The issue should not be about individuals (as the  

   Corinthians had made it), but the issue was prioritizing Christ-given Pauline truths that honored  

   God's Gospel of Grace program for today! 
 

     

I Corinthians 3:8-9 - Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own 

reward according to his own labour. I Cor. 3:9 - For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's 

husbandry, ye are God's building.  



    I Corinthians 15:58 - Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always  

   abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the 

   Lord.  
 

    Galatians 6:9 - And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint 

   not.  

 

   b.  The issue the Corinthians had has been going on throughout history.  Someone wants to be in  

   leadership who should not be.  Those who seek to be in a leadership position do not deserve -  

   qualify to be the leader.  Leadership is a calling and it is God Who opens doors to serve. 
 

 5. In verse 9, Paul says that all those in the Body of Christ are in this ministry of God together.  These 

  fellow-workers belong to God.  We are one in agreement for God's truth to be told.  There is no room 

  for jealousy or competition as we are in this together. 
 

   a.  [ye are God's husbandry,] Believers are like the garden God is growing.  The Corinthians  

   represented God's field that Paul and Apollos planted and watered.  Since it was to a local  

   assembly, the "ye" refers - applies to us since we are in the Body, in a certain location in a local 

   church. 
 

   b.  [ye are God's building.] The true church today is God's temple.  It is our body that spiritually is 

   in His Body. 
 

    I Corinthians 3:16 - Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God  

   dwelleth in you?  
 

    I Corinthians 12:13 - For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or 

   Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  
 

    (1) Also note:  The local church is made up of individuals.  God's primary vehicle for operating 

    the work of the ministry in the dispensation of grace is the local assembly.  It is a local group 

    of believers who have banded together, organized together, function together, in a local  

    congregation, a church.  These are to be in the community: 
 

     I Timothy 3:15 - But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave  

    thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of 

    the truth.  
 

     I Corinthians 16:19 - The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla salute you much 

    in the Lord, with the church that is in their house.  
 

     *You need a place to meet! 
 

    (2) It is when you get the life and the ministry of the Body of Christ, the functioning doctrine 

    working in people, you will want to gather together.  Then you will want to put a structure 

    around that life to help it run smoothly.  If the group gets together, you are going to have to 

    get some form (a place to meet).  That is called organization.  You then have a time to meet 

    for everyone to show up.  You put the necessary form around it to make it work and function 

    smoothly and orderly.  The form (building) follows the workings of the life in liberty and 

    grace. 
 

    (3) The danger is that most of the time the focus becomes the building (which is important), but   

    not the people's lives or most importantly God.  
 

     Hosea 8:14a - For Israel hath forgotten his Maker, and buildeth temples;  
 

  

  

 

 (2) 



B.

 1. [According to the grace of God which is given unto me,]  
 

   a.  I Corinthians 15:8-10 - And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.  

    I Cor. 15:9 - For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because  

   I persecuted the church of God.  I Cor. 15:10 - But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his 

   grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they 

   all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.  

 

    *Paul understood that the apostleship he had was given to Him by grace.  
 

   b.  Ephesians 3:2, 7 - If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me  

   to you-ward:  Eph. 3:7 - Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of  

   God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.  
 

    Paul shares the unique ministry God had communicated to his trust to share with mainly the  

   Gentiles. 
 

   c.  Galatians 2:9 - And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the  

   grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that 

   we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision 
 

    They (12) had perceived the grace given to Paul.  It was not just grace, but they saw Paul  

   receiving a new program - commission of grace to the world. 
 

    (1) They were even willing to give up their Christ-given commission (Matthew 28:18-20).  They 

    saw the distinct apostleship of grace to Paul, and endorsed it with a handshake. 
 

    (2) They saw the chief of persecution, the one who had railed against the Little Flock, the one  

    who lived after the strictest sect of the Pharisees, the one who blasphemed the name of  

    Christ (Spirit), the leader of rebellion against Peter, James, and John, but now the "pattern" 

    of those saved by grace after him.   
 

     I Timothy 1:15-16 - This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ  

    Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. I Tim. 1:16 - Howbeit  

    for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all  

    longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. 
 

     Galatians 1:11-15 - But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of  

    me is not after man. Gal. 1:12 - For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it,  

    but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. Gal. 1:13 - For ye have heard of my conversation in  

    time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God,  

    and wasted it: Gal. 1:14 - And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine 

    own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers. Gal. 1:15 - But 

    when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his  

    grace,   

 

  2. [as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation,]  
 

   a.  This is someone who takes the instructions, and then builds the secret mystery plan of God into 

   existence.  Paul reveals God's truths to the Body Church with he himself being the chief  

   contractor. 
 

      

(3) 

I Corinthians 3:10 - According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I 

have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth 

thereupon.  



    Colossians 1:25 - Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is 

   given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God;  

    

   b.  Paul, called by God, is the one who developed sound doctrines for the foundation of the Church 

   Body. 
 

    II Timothy 1:13 - Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and 

   love which is in Christ Jesus.  
 

    *The word "form" comes from the same Greek word used for "pattern" in I Timothy 1:16.  The 

   "pattern" of Paul is not in the man Paul, but it is in Paul the minister of the form of words.  As a 

   wise masterbuilder, he lays down a form of sound doctrine in his 13 epistles. 

 

    *The doctrine that is built up in our lives is the building - structure - temple being built correctly 

   upon Pauline truth and understanding Israel's place. 
 

    II Timothy 1:13 - Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and 

   love which is in Christ Jesus.   
 

    II Timothy 2:2 - And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same  

   commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.  

 

  3. [and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.]   
 

   a.  Paul had spent 18 months preaching the gospel of grace to the Corinthians.  Apollos later spent 

   some time there as well (Acts 18:24-28). 
 

   b.  Paul knew that others would build upon his foundation.  Even today we are still building upon 

   Pauline truth trying to make it more understandable. 
 

   c.  Paul warns us about how we build upon his blueprints for this age.  He wants us to not ruin his 

   grace message of being justified without works.  We are not to mix or blend Israel's message  

   with the Body's grace gospel (DBR). 
 

    *  We are to stay within the boundaries of: 
 

    Romans 16:25 - Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the  

   preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret  

   since the world began,  
 

    Colossians 1:25-28 - Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God  

   which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; Col. 1:26 - Even the mystery which  

   hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: Col. 1:27 - 

   To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the  

   Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: Col. 1:28 - Whom we preach, warning  

   every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in  

   Christ Jesus:  
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