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(2) 

A. 

 

 

 1. Here we see Paul's appointment was the will of God.  His apostleship was not because of a popular  

  election, nor appointed by the 12, but by God Himself.  This was important to establish his authority as 

  one sent from God. 
 

   *Paul is not flaunting his position, but his right to speak with authority to what he is about to say to  

  them.  For their sake, Paul needed to be taken seriously. 

 

 2. Remember: 
 

   a. Paul was not one of the 12.  He was not part of Christ's earthly ministry, nor of the 12's early  

   Pentecost movement (Acts 2-7).  The first we know of Paul was when he was Saul, the enemy  

   and persecutor of the Jewish Little Flock. 
 

    *  Since Paul had seen a resurrected Christ, he was qualified to be the Apostle of the Gentiles.   

   *  Christ chose him personally, then directly he was given divine revelation for the Body of Christ 

       and the Dispensation of Grace. 
 

   b. Another reason to establish Apostolic authority was because of the constant bombardment from  

   carnal believers and false teachers challenging - harassing him.  He constantly was attacked by the 

   Judaizers opposing Paul's authority and doctrine.  Paul said: 
 

    I Corinthians 4:9 - For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to  

   death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. 
 

   c. Paul showed his apostleship to answer any question lingering with the Jews that he had truly   

   been converted to Christ.  Some had a hard time not remembering how bad Saul had been to them.  

   Now he is an Apostle? 
 

   d. The Corinthians, of all people, should recognize Paul's apostleship.  Their very existence as a body 

   of believers was proof of his right to speak to them with authority.  Paul had been the one used by  

   God to bring them to salvation! 
 

    I Corinthians 9:2 - If I be not an apostle unto others, yet doubtless I am to you: for the seal of mine 

   apostleship are ye in the Lord.  

 

 3. [and Sosthenes our brother,] 
 

   a. When Paul first came to Corinth, the ruler of the synagogue was a man named Crispus.  Through  

   Paul's gospel he believed in Christ, along with his household.   
 

    Acts 18:8 - And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house;  

   and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.  

 

   b. Evidently his replacement was this man Sosthenes.  He was beaten by the Romans in a bit of  

   anti-Semitic backlash against the Jews who tried to persecute Paul, a Roman citizen. 
 

    *The Jews were upset with him as he also had believed in Christ.  Paul says [our brother]! 
 

    Acts 18:17 - Then all the Greeks took Sosthenes, the chief ruler of the synagogue, and beat him  

   before the judgment seat. And Gallio cared for none of those things.  
 

    *The Corinthians knew Sosthenes well.  This helped support for Paul. 

 
   

 

    

I Corinthians 1:1 - Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our 

brother,  



B. 

 

 
 

 

 1. [unto the Church of God which is at Corinth,]  At the beginning, the church at Corinth met at the  

  home of Titus Justice. 
 

   Acts 18:7 - And he departed thence, and entered into a certain man's house, named Justus, one that 

  worshipped God, whose house joined hard to the synagogue.  
 

   *It also shows the church is God's alone and belongs to none other. 
 

   *Paul said:  Acts 20:28 - Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which  

  the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with  

  his own blood.  
 

   Colossians 1:18 - And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from 

  the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.  
 

 2. [to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus,]  The believing Corinthians were set apart by God from 

  their position in Adam, to their new position - standing in Christ.  That position is set, secured, sealed, 

  and never can be altered! 
 

   II Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed  

  away; behold, all things are become new.  
 

   II Thessalonians 2:13 - But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of  

  the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the 

  Spirit and belief of the truth:  
 

 3. [called to be saints,]   
 

   a. This phrase is used 60+ times in Paul's letters.  All believers are called saints (devoted,  

   consecrated, pure, and holy) because of their present position of being in Christ. 
 

   b. A saint cannot be obtained by a believer through good deeds or canonization after death.  The 

   Corinthians were holy in God's sight because they were in Christ, in spite of their unsaintly  

   behavior.  It is important to always remember that God sees us now through His righteous Son.   
 

    II Corinthians 5:21 - For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be 

   made the righteousness of God in him.  
 

    Philippians 3:9 - And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, 

   but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:  
 

 4. [with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:] 
 

   a. Even though this epistle was written to the Corinthian believers, in a secondary sense it was  

   actually written to all believers everywhere.  
 

   b. These believers share the same position with all believers (the one Body).  Whoever calls upon 

   the Lord in faith shares the same Lord in fellowship.  All believers have the same Lord over  

   them.  We believers are all members of God's world-wide family.  If related to Christ, we are  

   related to each other (sorry)!   
 

    I Corinthians 12:12-13 - For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members 

   of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. I Cor. 12:13 - For by one Spirit are  

   we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and 

   have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  

(3) 

I Corinthians 1:2 - Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 

called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs 

and ours:  



   Ephesians 1:22-23 - And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all  

  things to the church, Eph. 1:23 - Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.  
 

 

C. 

 1. In "grace," God blesses unmerited, undeserving believers with His favor.  In "peace," God binds  

  the believer with Him which settles, calms, and assures their hearts that all is okay in Him, or that  

  every storm has His purpose for one's life. 

 

 2. When this phrase is used, it is always "grace and peace," and never "peace and grace."  This shows 

  peace flows from grace experienced.   
 

   * Paul knew, because of Corinth's problems, grace and peace would be needed to help keep them  

  * unified. 
 
 

D. 

 1. Paul expresses his gratefulness for their salvation.  Like all lost people, in spite of their having no  

  desire or love for God, God still loved them (Romans 5:8), and invaded their hearts with the free gift 

  of salvation through faith in Christ (Romans 4:4-5). 
 

   Romans 3:24 - Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:  

 

 2. Paul is reminding them where God found them.  He did this so they would not be so proud of  

  themselves.  Paul was showing them it was their pride that helped them continue in their conflicts. 
 

   *Do not ever get over being saved! 

 

E. 
 

 

 *Even though the Corinthians had many abilities, their gifts of speech and spiritual understanding were 

given to them by God at their conversion. 
 

 I Corinthians 4:7 - For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not  

receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?  
 

 II Corinthians 8:9 - For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your 

sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. 
 

F. 
 

 

 Paul was thankful that he had seen Christ in them moving and working.  This was confirmed by their  

witness of the gospel.  It is exciting not only when one experiences the grace of God in salvation, but also 

when that grace becomes operative in their life. 
 

 Ephesians 2:10 - For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 

before ordained that we should walk in them.  
 

 II Timothy 1:8-9 - Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner:  

but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God; II Tim. 1:9 - Who hath 

saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose 

and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,  

 

 

(4) 

I Corinthians 1:3 - Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  

I Corinthians 1:4 - I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by  

Jesus Christ;  

I Corinthians 1:5 - That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge;  

I Corinthians 1:6 - Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you:  



G. 
 

 

 1. The Corinth church seemed to have it all.  God had supernaturally blessed them with sign gifts in  

  their infant church.  This was before the scripture had been written.  Paul's new revelation was being  

  received or completed.  Gifts were not lacked or left behind at this particular time.  
 

 2. Even at this early time in the Body's history, they were looking anxiously, expectantly, for the  

  imminent return of Jesus Christ! 
 

   Paul:  Titus 2:13 - Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and  

  our Saviour Jesus Christ;  
 

H. 

 
 
 

 1. Paul shows the security of the believer.  God promises to confirm them as His unto the end. 
 

   Philippians 1:6 - Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you  

  will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:  
 

 2. [blameless] is a legal term that guarantees every believer will not ever be charged, condemned, or  

  sentenced to eternal death - hell in God's court of justice.  Believers (in Christ) are unindictable.   
 

   *This does not mean the Corinthians were without sin.  It meant their sins were all under Christ's  

  blood - forgiven. 
 

   Romans 8:1 - There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk 

  not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  
 

   Romans 8:33-34 - Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.  

   Rom. 8:34 - Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is 

  even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.  
 

 

I. 

 
 
 

 1. Paul thanks God for being so faithful to the Corinthians in so many ways (grace, rich, gifts, assurance, 

  unindictable when Christ returns).  God had been trustworthy and reliable to these (all) believers.  
 

   I Corinthians 10:13 - There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is 

  faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation  

  also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.  
 

   I Thessalonians 5:24 - Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.  
 

 2. Paul says they had been called into fellowship with His Son.  Fellowship has the idea of having in 

  common, sharing together, being a part of the communion of Christ.  It is hard to comprehend our  

  fellowship with the Godhead, whether it is with the Father, Son, or Holy Spirit. 
 

   II Corinthians 13:14 - The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion  

  of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen. The second epistle to the Corinthians was written from  

  Philippi, a city of Macedonia, by Titus and Lucas.  
 

   Note:  These Corinthian believers will have the sins they were committing brought to the forefront 

  by Paul.  Paul will later address their individual sins that were hurting the church's unity. 
 

   *  But note here, they still had fellowship with God in spite of their many sinful actions.  How could 

  *  that be? 

 

(5) 

I Corinthians 1:7 - So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:  

I Corinthians 1:8 - Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  

I Corinthians 1:9 - God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  


