
 

I Corinthians 6:11-14 

(1) 

A. 

 
 

  

 1. Because of their new identity in Christ, there should be a change in their behavior.  The simplest name  

  for a believer is "saint."  
 

   I Corinthians 1:2 - Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ  

  Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both  

  theirs and ours: 
 

   *   Someone said, "you have to be perfect or dead to be a saint."  That is right and here we are!  We are 

  *   perfect and complete in Christ.  

 

 2. The Corinthians knew they had a riddled past (verses 9-10); it was awful, but Christ and the Spirit had  

  made them new.  Paul's point was how could they even consider having their disagreements handled in 

  the same way as when they were unsaved?  How can you go to civil court with another saint? You used 

  to be verses 9-10, but now you are different, being in Christ. So stop being a sinning saint!   
 

   a. [but ye are washed,]  The tense means there was a point in time they were thoroughly cleansed by  

   the blood of Christ and the Holy Spirit's regeneration. 
 

    (1) Titus 3:5 - Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he  

    saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;  
 

     Colossians 1:14 - In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 
 

    (2) *This is a once-in-a-lifetime experience, a once-for-all non-repeatable event when one puts  

    their faith in the gospel.  
 

     Romans 8:30 - Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, 

    them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.  
 

   b. [but ye are sanctified,]  
 

    (1) They had been set apart from their past worldly sins into a holy relationship with Christ.  This 

    also is a once-for-all act by God to take us out of our position in Adam (sinner) and place us  

    into our new position in Christ (saint). **This also includes His daily working in us to live  

    holy. 
 

     Philippians 2:13 - For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good  

    pleasure.  
 

    (2) The entire Godhead is involved in this sanctifying: 
 

     (a) Father - I Thessalonians 5:23 - And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray  

     God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our  

     Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

     (b) Son:  I Corinthians 1:2 - Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are  

     sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the  

     name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours: 
 

     (c)  Spirit:  [and by the Spirit of our God] 
 

      I Corinthians 6:11 - And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, 

     but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.  

 

I Corinthians 6:11 - And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified 

in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.  



   c. [but ye are justified]  They, by an act of God, had been declared righteous through faith in Christ.  

   As sinners, they had stood guilty before God, but they were released from their guilt through the 

   work of Christ's DBR when they believed. 
 

    *  This also is a non-repeatable event in the believer's life. Once one believes - receives Christ, 

   *   he has a right standing before God forever! 
 

    Romans 3:24 - Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:  
 

    Romans 5:1 - Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

   Christ:  

 

 3. [in the name of the Lord Jesus,]  This means in the authority, in the merits of the Lord Jesus you are 

  washed, sanctified, and justified.  God sees us today in the accomplishments of His Son. 

 

 4. [and by the Spirit of our God.]  God the Holy Spirit applies the merits of Christ to the believer when 

  he first believes, and places him into Christ. 
 

   I Corinthians 12:13 - For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or  

  Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  
 

   *The Spirit continues within us (Philippians 2:13). 
 

   II Corinthians 1:22 - Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.  

 

B. 

 

 
 

 *Paul sticks this verse in here, and even though it seems out of place, it is wise counsel.  There are some 

who think that because we are living in grace, we can do just about anything we want to do.  But here Paul 

is giving a code of conduct for believers so they do not live a careless lifestyle. 

 

 1. [All things are lawful unto me,]  Paul is not saying it is okay to go out and do whatever we want to.  

  He is saying it is possible, allowed, that we could do some sinful things.  Yes, there is liberty in  

  Christ; yes, we have been set free from the law's commandments, and are under grace.  It is a truth 

  we can do most anything we want to (scary)!  You can abuse grace, but it is a stupid thing to do. 
 

   Romans 6:1-2 - What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? Rom. 6:2 - 

  God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?  
 

   **What a mistake it would be to use our liberty to bring ourselves back into sin's bondage of our  

  flesh. 

 

 2. [but all things are not expedient:]  Just because we can do something does not mean it's profitable,  

  advantageous, beneficial, useful to our lives.  The believer should ask themselves, is what they  

  want to do biblical?  How does it affect others?  Does it glorify God? 
 

   *  As a believer, one is to choose between good and evil, but also between good and excellent. 

 

 3. [all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.]  
 

   a. There are issues of getting control over your life.  There are things that can even dominate your 

   wrong desires that overpower your life (drugs-alcohol-gambling-immorality-food-pornography-

   etc.).  These things can dominate your thinking and affect how you live. 

 

     
(2) 

I Corinthians 6:12 - All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for 

me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.  



   b. Galatians 6:7 - Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 

   also reap.  
 

    **This is the law of harvest.  You reap what you sow, you reap more than you sow, and you reap 

   later than you sow. 
 

    Galatians 6:8 - For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that  

   soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.  
 

    *You sow to the flesh and you reap the flesh's rewards (Galatians 5:19-21). 

 

C. 

 

 
 

 1. The Corinthians had reasoned that when your body is hungry, feed it, and if your flesh wrongly  

  desires, satisfy it! 
 

   *God did create food to satisfy the stomach's desire and to give the body health.  The Corinthians  

  used this slogan to mean that sexual appetite is just as natural to be enjoyed as eating. So, do  

  what you want to satisfy the flesh's desire (Hebrews 13:4).  

 

 2.  [but God shall destroy both it and them.]  God will bring stomach, food, fleshly desires to an end,  

  abolish and make them void.  Paul's thought here is to not make physical things your pursuit because 

  they will be coming to an end.  
 

   *Remember, it is God who has the authority to destroy the natural order as it is now known.   

  Stomach, food, flesh, all will perish because they are temporal.  So don't focus on the temporal  

  when the body consists of body, soul, and spirit. 

 

 3.  [Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.]   
 

   a. The word "not" means fornication is absolutely not allowed and is strictly forbidden (I Timothy 

   4:3).  God never makes the body to be used for sinful, selfish gratification. The body is to  

   maintain its purity by fulfilling its drive within the marriage relationship only (Hebrews 13:4). 
 

   b. The Lord has set us apart, sacred to Himself, because He loves us.  We are for the Lord's  

   purpose and that is why we have to discipline ourselves.  When saved, we have a new identity 

   and a new position in Christ; but we have to remember we still have a nature that will take  

   advantage of our liberty in Christ if we let it. 
 

    Titus 2:12 -Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,  

   righteously, and godly, in this present world;  
 

    Ephesians 4:22-24 - That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is  

   corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; Eph. 4:23 - And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;  

    Eph. 4:24 - And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and  

   true holiness.  
 

    Romans 12:1 - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your  

   bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

 

D. 

 
 

 1. This is another verse that seems unconnected to what Paul is talking about.  However, it does relate  

  to its context.  This is not talking about a future resurrection as we will see.   

(3) 

I Corinthians 6:13 Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. 

Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body. 

I Corinthians 6:14 - And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power.  



 2. Answer:  There was power in the resurrection of Christ, and as believers we also can have power in 

  our lives to say no to our flesh and yes to the Spirit. 
 

   a. Ephesians 1:18-20 - The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know  

   what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 

   Eph. 1:19 - And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according 

   to the working of his mighty power, Eph. 1:20 - Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised  

   him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places,  
 

    Ephesians 2:5-6 - Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ,  

   (by grace ye are saved;) Eph. 2:6 - And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in  

   heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 
 

    Romans 6:3-4 - Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were  

   baptized into his death?  Rom. 6:4 - Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death:  

   that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also  

   should walk in newness of life.  
 

   b. If we truly know Him (study-experience-living-suffering), we also can have His grace that  

   gives us power to live for Him! 
 

    Philippians 3:10-11 - That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship 

   of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; Phil. 3:11 - If by any means I might 

   attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 
 

    *Paul is not speaking of a future resurrection, but attaining a resurrection (power) life to be lived 

   while on earth. 
 

   c. Romans 8:11 - But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that  

   raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth  

   in you.  
 

    Galatians 2:20 - I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 

   and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 

   gave himself for me.  
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