
 

I Thessalonians 2:14-20 

(1) 

 

 

1. The Thessalonians had become like the Jewish churches in Judaea in their suffering, not doctrine!   
  

  *The same thing happened to the Thessalonians when they believed in Christ.  They experienced persecution 

  from the Gentiles as the Jewish kingdom believers did from their countrymen.  That had happened to the  

  Messianic Church from Pentecost on! 
 

        **They both endured suffering for embracing God's Word. 

 

2. Note: The Thessalonian Body Church was "in Christ," but so was the Jewish Messianic Church "in Christ."  

 Both are in Christ redemptively. 

 

3. We see again that the unbelieving world hates Christ and His followers.  But interesting, it was the Jewish  

 unbelievers who stirred up the Gentiles against Thessalonian Gentile believers and Paul. 

  

 

1. Up through the O.T., if Israel did not like the prophet's message, often the prophet was killed. 
 

 **When the Babylonians invaded Jerusalem, they found the prophet Jeremiah in a deep dungeon because        

 Israel did not like his message to her.    

 

2. Jesus even mentions this: 
 

  Matthew 5:12 - Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they  

 the prophets which were before you.  
 

  Matthew 23:33-35, 37 - Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? Matt. 

 23:34 - Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall 

 kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to  

 city: Matt. 23:35 - That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of 

 righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar.  

  Matt. 23:37 - O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto 

 thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 

 wings, and ye would not!  

 

3.  Luke says: 
 

  Acts 3:14-15 - But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you;  

  Acts 3:15 - And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses.  
 

  *Notice the order: 
 

  a. Israel killed their Messiah Christ. 
 

   Acts 2:23 - Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, 

  and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:  

 

I Thessalonians 2:14 - For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ 

Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things of your own countrymen, even as they have of the Jews:  

I Thessalonians 2:15-16 - Who both killed the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and 

they please not God, and are contrary to all men: I Thes. 2:16 - Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that 

they might be saved, to fill up their sins alway: for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost.  



 b. Israel killed her own prophets (verse 15 - "and their own prophets). 
 

 c. They persecuted even Christian believers - (verse 15 - "and have persecuted us") . 
 

   *Like a mob of wild animals, Jews and Gentiles went after Paul and new converts.  If they could not  

  stop or kill Paul, they would drive them out of the area. 
 

   Acts 14:5-6 - And when there was an assault made both of the Gentiles, and also of the Jews with their  

  rulers, to use them despitefully, and to stone them, Acts 14:6 -They were ware of it, and fled unto Lystra 

  and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and unto the region that lieth round about:  
 

   Acts 17:11-14 - These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with 

  all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. Acts 17:12 -  

  Therefore many of them believed; also of honourable women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few.  

   Acts 17:13 - But when the Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge that the word of God was preached of  

  Paul at Berea, they came thither also, and stirred up the people. Acts 17:14 - And then immediately the  

  brethren sent away Paul to go as it were to the sea: but Silas and Timotheus abode there still.  

 

4. The Jews did not please God (verse 15 - "and they please not God"). 
 

  *These religious lost Jews were blind, ignorant, and angry toward Christ and anyone else who would believe 

 in  Him. 
 

  Philippians 3:18 - For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they 

 are the enemies of the cross of Christ:  

 

5. They were hostile toward most all men (verse 15 - "and are contrary to all men").  
 

 a. *It was in them to persecute and spare no one.  The zealous Jews (Paul) would stop at nothing.  They  

  opposed and hated anyone who did not believe as they did. 
 

 b.     Historian Lightfoot:  "This unfriendly race (Jews) denied even the common offices of hospitality to  

  strangers.  That is what they had become." 

 

6. [verse 16 - Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be saved] 
 

 They tried to prevent and stamp out the Word's message lest one be saved. 
 

 *These blinded, hating Jews followed Paul and his team wherever they could.  They would use Jews of the 

synagogues Paul went to and local Gentile authorities.   
 

 Acts 17:4-6, 13 -  And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks  

a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few. Acts 17:5 - But the Jews which believed not, moved  

with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city 

on an uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people. Acts 17:6 - And 

when they found them not, they drew Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying, These  

that have turned the world upside down are come hither also; Acts 17:13 - But when the Jews of Thessalonica 

had knowledge that the word of God was preached of Paul at Berea, they came thither also, and stirred up  

the people.  

 

7. [to fill up their sins alway: for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost.] 
 

 They would not be forgotten by God for what they had done! 
 

 a.  Amazingly, Israel had resisted God so often that it had become their characteristic to oppose God at all 

  times.  These Jews were Israel's legacy and her sins will be exposed one day to God's wrath!    
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 b. God was furious and angry with His own people..so much so, that His wrath had come upon them.  

  The entire nation of Israel was under His judgment, and it would not be reversed (Romans 9-11). 
 

   **Their sins had reached their final point.  They reached judgment time.  
 

   Romans 1:18 - For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteous-

  ness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;  

1. Paul tells them how much he, Silas, and Timothy missed them.  He had not wanted to leave them (after 3  

to 4 weeks), but the believers there thought it best he leave then for safety reasons. 
 

 Acts 17:10 - And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming 

thither went into the synagogue of the Jews.  

 

2. But regardless of his absence, Paul wanted them to know his heart was there.  Paul also states that he 

yearned to see and fellowship with them again.  It shows his and his team's love for them.  Paul's team  

had even tried to travel back to Thessalonica. 

1. Paul gives the reason why he had not been able to return.  Paul was hindered, prevented, delayed, and  

attacked by the relentless Satanic opposition. 
 

 **No doubt Satan, at times, stalked Paul.  Satan is not omnipresent, but he uses his demonic team to shape 

society's evil system, which in turn, everywhere opposes God's work..thus Paul and his team!  

 

2. Now we know that Satan's hindering Paul by no means indicates that Satan has equal or greater power than 

God.  Here God providentially permitted-allowed this to happen (Job). 
 

 **Why here?  The Thessalonians, because of their intense persecutions, were able to be strengthened in 

their faith. 
 

 II Thessalonians 1:3 - We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that  

your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth;  
 

 II Thessalonians 1:4 - So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith 

in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure:  

 

3. No doubt God knew better than Paul what was needed to strengthen the Thessalonians spiritually. 
 

 Us?  Romans 5:3-5 - And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh 

patience; Romans 5:4 - And patience, experience; and experience, hope: Romans 5:5 - And hope maketh 

not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto 

us.  

 

4. Paul confirms here that evil attacks from Satan are real! 
 

 Ephesians 6:11-12 - Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the 

devil. Eph. 6:12 - For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 

against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.  
 

 II Timothy 2:26 - And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive 

by him at his will.  
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I Thessalonians 2:17 - But we, brethren, being taken from you for a short time in presence, not in heart,  

endeavoured the more abundantly to see your face with great desire.  

I Thessalonians 2:18 - Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan  

hindered us.  



 **Even Paul requested prayer so he would boldly preach the Mystery's truth. 
 

 Ephesians 6:19 - And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to 

make known the mystery of the gospel,  
 

 

1.  Paul says that when he thinks of the Thessalonians, it gives him joy and hope.  
 

 *When you see fruit in those you helped find Christ, it gives you excitement and encouragement. 

 

2. When Christ returns, it will be unexplainable to see others standing before the Lord that we helped come  

to Christ by God's grace. 
 

 *Paul was so proud of the Thessalonians who stood in faith despite persecution and hate.  If Paul were  

called to testify on behalf of the Thessalonians, he would give them his stamp of approval. 
 

 Romans 14:10-12 - But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we 

shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. Romans 14:11 - For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, 

every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. Romans 14:12 - So then every one of us 

shall give account of himself to God.  
 

 II Corinthians 5:10-11 - For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may  

receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. II Cor. 5:11 - 

Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust 

also are made manifest in your consciences.  
 

 I Corinthians 3:13-15 - Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it 

shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. I Cor. 3:14 - If any man's 

work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. I Cor. 3:15 - If any man's work shall  

be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.  
 

Those Paul had won to Christ will be his crown of rejoicing.  Paul was privileged to share the gospel with  

them through God's grace. 
 

II Thessalonians 1:10 - When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that  

believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day.  
 

**It has the idea that there will be mutual recognition between the one who shares Christ and the one who  

receives Christ.  What a moment!  
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I Thessalonians 2:19 - For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of 

our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?  

I Thessalonians 2:20 - For ye are our glory and joy.  






