
 

I Thessalonians 1:6b-2:2 

(1) 

 

 

1. [having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost:] 
 

 The Thessalonians had received Paul's truth, thus resulting in their being persecuted by the authorities, Jews, 

and Satan's attacks.  
 

 *It was unusual to see believers standing with such conviction despite all the trials they were experiencing 

because of their faith. 

 

2. The Holy Spirit rewarded these believers for standing firm with a spirit of hope and gladness. 
 

 Acts 5:40-41 - And to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they  

commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. Acts 5:41 - And they departed 

from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name.  
 

 Hebrews 12:2 - Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before 

him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.  
 

The Thessalonian Church became a model testimony to thousands in a large area.  Their firm stand for Christ in 

tribulation spread quickly to multiple providences and free cities in Macedonia and Greece.  

 

*It is interesting how fast the word gets around when one is saved and tries to live for God. 
 

  

1.    Their testimony sounded with a loud undeniable message.  Because of persecution, they had not remained               

 silent.  This made their gospel message more desirous to be listened to (China).   

 

2.    Their faith became an important topic to many.  Wherever Paul went, it was not necessary to tell what was 

 going on with the Thessalonian believers. 
 

 *Other places and assemblies had already heard of their terrific testimony of standing in faith while being 

 persecuted. 
 

 *  People respect genuine, true believers. 
 

 

 

1.    The Thessalonians demonstrated the true fruit of Paul's ministry.  It had given credibility to God's working 

 with Paul and his associates. 

 

2.    The Thessalonians believed in the one true God and the gospel, and then naturally left their old idols.  It 

 opened a new life in Christ (II Corinthians 5:17) to follow the only true God. 

I Thessalonians 1:6 - And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much  

affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost:  

I Thessalonians 1:7 - So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia.  

I Thessalonians 1:8 - For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also 

in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing.  

I Thessalonians 1:9 - For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye 

turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God;  



 
   

1. The prophets of old had prophesied the return of Christ to judge and reign.  But Paul's return of Christ here is 

not in judgment (wrath), but it is of grace.  We are not waiting for the signs, we are waiting for the Savior!    

 

2. As we eagerly await His up-call, we are to be alert, expectant, looking forward with patience, confidence,  

and ready for His return. 
 

 *Christ's death and resurrection form the cornerstone of the gospel of our faith.  It shows that God has  

resolved the sin (death) problem! 

 

3. Because of Christ's accomplishments, we as believers are promised escape from the tribulation's judgments.  

Wrath is coming, but not for us, the Body of believers.    
 

 a. This wrath here is speaking of Daniel's 70th week.  It is the tribulation period (7 years) that will purge 

 Israel and rain judgment upon the world (Revelation 6:12-17). 
 

 b. Paul is stating here that the Church Body (us) will be rescued by Jesus before the day of wrath arrives.  

 This is prior to when the Day of the Lord begins. 
 

  I Thessalonians 5:2-4, 9 - For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in  

 the night. I Thes. 5:3 - For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon  

 them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. I Thes. 5:4 - But ye, brethren, are  

 not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. I Thes. 5:9 - For God hath not appointed us 

 to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
 

 c. The hope of Body believers is not the return of Christ to the earth to judge and reign.  That is called the 

 Revelation: 
 

  I Peter 1:13 - Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that  

 is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;  
 

  Revelation 1:7 - Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which   

 pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.  
  

 d. Our hope (confidence) is in the Rapture: 
 

  I Thessalonians 4:16-17 - For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice  

 of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: I Thes. 4:17 - Then  

 we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in  

 the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  
 

  II Thessalonians 2:1-2 - Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and  

 by our gathering together unto him, II Thes. 2:2 - That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled,  

 neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 

 

4. Notice the contrasts between the Rapture, 7 years, and the Revelation: 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  
(2) 

I Thessalonians 1:10 - And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which 

delivered us from the wrath to come.  



       
 

 a. Translation of all believers   ---------------------- No translation of all  

 

 b. Translated saints go to heaven    ---------------------- Previous translated saints return to earth 

 

 c. Earth is not judged    ---------------------- Earth's nations are judged and righteousness 

                on earth is established. 
 

 d. Rapture is imminent, any moment  ---------------------- Revelation follows predicted signs 

                including the 7-year Tribulation 
 

 e. Was kept secret until Paul revealed ---------------------- Is known, prophesied, and predicted often 

 

 f. Involves only believers   ---------------------- Affects all people 

 

 g. No reference to Satan    ----------------------  Satan often involved 
 

 h. Christ meets us in the air-heaven ---------------------- Christ comes down to earth to judge and 

               reign 
 

 i. Only believers see Him   ---------------------- Everyone will see Him   
 

 j. Then the Tribulation will begin  ---------------------- Then the Millennial Kingdom begins 
 

 k. It is before God's day of wrath  ---------------------- It concludes God's day of wrath 
 

 l. Rapture completes the fullness  ---------------------- Revelation will complete the restoration 

  of the Gentiles          of Israel  

 

5. The Mystery Rapture, meaning? 
 

 I Corinthians 15:51-52 - Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,  

 I Cor. 15:52 - In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and  

the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  
 

 **Christ will rule the heavenly government through the Body Church. 

 

6. The Prophesied Revelation. 
 

 Revelation 19:11, 16, 19-21 - And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon  

him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. Rev. 19:16 - And  

he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.  

 Rev. 19:19 - And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make  

war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. Rev. 19:20 - And the beast was taken, and  

with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had  

received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake 

of fire burning with brimstone. Rev. 19:21 - And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat  

upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.  
 

 Revelation 20:2, 6 - And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and 

bound him a thousand years, Rev. 20:6 - Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on 

such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with 

him a thousand years.  
 

 **Christ will rule the earthly kingdom government through the 12 and Israel's believers. 

 
(3) 

Mystery Rapture The Known Revelation 



 

Paul reminds them that his evangelistic effort had not been a failure.  God had moved in their midst to produce 

fruit (souls). 
 

 

1. Remember, Paul and Silas had been humiliated, beaten, and imprisoned at Philippi, yet they came  

immediately to Thessalonica. 
 

 Acts 16:18-19, 22-24 - And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the  

spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour.  

Acts 16:19 -  And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, 

and drew them into the marketplace unto the rulers, Acts 16:22 - And the multitude rose up together against 

them: and the magistrates rent off their clothes, and commanded to beat them. Acts 16:23 - And when they 

had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely:  

 Acts 16:24 - Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast 

in the stocks.  

 

2. Paul tells them that he and Silas did not allow those attacks to stop them from speaking the gospel of God  

boldly to the Thessalonians! 
 

 *   Paul's life testimony: 
 

 II Timothy 1:7, 4:2 - For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound 

mind. II Tim. 4:2 - Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 

longsuffering and doctrine.  
 

 Ephesians 6:19-20 - And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly,  

to make known the mystery of the gospel, Eph. 6:20 - For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein  

I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.  

 

 

 

 

   

 

   

 

 

  
  

               

 

 

 
 

  

   

(4) 

I Thessalonians 2:1 - For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain:  

I Thessalonians 2:2 - But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at 

Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention.  


