
 

 

GENESIS 3:1 

 Contrary to evolution and popular opinions, man is not evolving upward.  Actually, man is now subject  

to a kind of devolution which no amount of education, enlightenment, environmentalism, psychology, or  

technology will be able to reverse.  What is needed is redemption. 
 

 Romans 8:23 - And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we  

ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.  
  

 Genesis 3 is the foundation of everything that follows it.  Without the explanation of Chapter 3, little else in 

scripture would make sense.  When God completed His perfect creation, there was no disorder, no chaos, 

no conflict, no pain, no discord, no deterioration, and no death.  Yet the opposite is true today!  Something 

has happened to cause a lost paradise! 

 

A. 

 

  

 1. At the end of six days of creation, everything was "very good".  There was no bad or evil in the entire 

  universe.  Even Lucifer was perfect in his ways.  So after a brief intermediate period of time (days), 

  Lucifer became God's and man's adversary.  

 

 2. Some have blamed or denied God because if He is omnipotent, why did He not stop - prevent Satan 

  and sin from happening.  Man's sin and suffering could have stopped if God were good and powerful.  

  So if God really exists, why is He not good or powerful.  Why does man choose to deny that He even 

  exists! 
 

   Answer:  It is interesting that man fights for his free will, but when man used his free will to sin, and 

  to plummet mankind into sin - to fall - to do evil, then man objects saying, "Why, God?"  Man could 

  have said no to the devil! 

 

 3. The serpent was an intelligent, wise, shining, upright creature.  Part of the curse upon him was having 

  to crawl on his belly, which indicated he did not at the first.   
 

   *We know from scripture that demonic spirits under certain circumstances could indwell, or possess,

   human bodies and animals.  The Gadarene man, Judas, and the pigs show that.  On this occasion  

  Satan chose this serpent, being the most suitable for his purpose. 

 

 4. Question?  Who is this serpent (Satan)?  Where and when did he come from?  He appears suddenly 

  and  unexpectedly.  Again, Satan's fall to earth must have occurred a short period of time (days) after 

  the creation of man. 

 

 
 

 

 1. In his original creation, Lucifer was not the Satan he is now.  Instead, he was created ["the anointed 

  cherub that covereth"] and had a great position in the angelic realm.  His name was Lucifer, meaning 

  "light-bearer", "bright one", or "shining one." 

 

 2. Ezekiel 28:12 - Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus  

  saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.  
 

   a. *This King of Tyrus is none other than Satan himself working in and through this king.  This  

   verse begins to remind Satan and to inform us who he was originally. 

Genesis 3:1a - Now the serpent was more subtil (crafty) than any beast of the field which the Lord God 

had made. 

Lucifer to Satan 
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    Revelation 12:9 - And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan,  

   which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with  

   him.  
 

    Revelation 20:2 - And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan,  

   and bound him a thousand years,  
 

   b. God created him with unparalleled wisdom and beauty.  There was none like him. 

 

 3. Ezekiel 28:13 - Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering,  

  the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and  

  the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the  

  day that thou wast created. 
 

   Lucifer had been in the garden of God in heaven.  He had a covering of precious stones, with tabrets,  

  pipes created inside of him.  He was the instrument that played as he led the worship of God by the  

  angelic hosts. 

 

 4. Ezekiel 28:14 - Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon  

  the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. 
 

   *The extreme privilege he originally had was amazing.  A cherub was responsible for the activities  

  surrounding the throne of God.  Being the one that covereth the throne's environment, he would lead  

  to the magnification of the holiness of God.  His position exceeded all others. 

 

 5. Ezekiel 28:15 - Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was  

  found in thee.  
 

   a. Lucifer performed his duties for awhile, then everything came to a screeching halt! 
 

   b. Something horrible happened inside this unique, special creature.. sin!  It seemed as though  

   the sin of jealousy toward God happened as he committed the first sin in the universe.."I will."   

   From this point forward, he determined he would be the adversary of God and man.  Perhaps he  

   was also jealous of God's love and the attention God gave to man!  

 

 6. Ezekiel 28:16 - By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence,  

  and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy 

  thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. 
 

   a. Evidently Lucifer (now becoming Satan) had great riches [merchandise] and treasures set apart  

   and above others in the angelic realm (multitudes). 
 

   b. Satan's heart was lifted up with pride and self-worth.  He thought he was like God, worthy to  

    receive praise and worship.  The violence in his heart took aim at the very God-ness of God as  

   he committed sin in his heart.  
 

    (1) *God seeing this, expels Lucifer from heaven a few days after the 6th day of creation and  

    he becomes Satan to his Creator.  The devil then prepares a plan of evil to fulfill the desires of  

    the heart.  
 

    (2) This also created another problem in that it affected some of the angelic realm.   One-third of  

    the angels were craftily led to follow Lucifer - Satan.  This was one-third of the trillions or  

    billions of angels Satan took with him to earth.  They went from good to evil fallen angels as  

    the result of their sin of believing Satan's lie.  

 

    



     Revelation 12:4, 9 - And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them 

    to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to 

    devour her child as soon as it was born. Rev. 12:9 - And the great dragon was cast out, that 

    old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out 

    into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 
 

     *To stop other angels from being deceived to follow Satan, God created hell! 
 

     Matthew 25:41 - Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye  

    cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:  
 

   c. Satan now was in man's dominion on earth.  He knew that God had a wonderful purpose and  

   destiny for man that He had created in His own image.  Satan's hatred for God set out to  

   destroy that image and to defeat God's purpose for man. 
      

    *Dr. Morris thinks that the devil thought if he could defeat - capture man's dominion, he   

   might be able to go back to heaven and dethrone God. 

 

 

           Isaiah 14:12-15 (more insight) 

 

 

 1. Isaiah 14:12 - How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut  

  down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!  
 

  *This is a prophetic word to Satan to what will happen to him at the end.  Isaiah gives some  

  information of what originally happened when Satan sinned in heaven.  These are his five "I wills."  

  These are his plan of evil to overthrow God and man. 

 

  2. Isaiah 14:13 - For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne  

  above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:  
 

   a. Satan's evil plan is to return to heaven and take his position on the throne.  He already had a  

   place in the heavenlies (prince of the air).  In the heavens, there are different planes of abode  

   and positions in which the angelic beings reside (2nd heaven). 
 

    Ephesians 4:10 - He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that 

   he might fill all things.)  
 

    Ephesians 1:21 - Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name 

   that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:  
 

   b. Satan wants the realm of God's abode (3rd heaven).  He wanted the top position of rank and  

   authority to rule over all as his subjects.  He is saying, "God, I am coming to occupy and you  

   are moving out." 

 

 3. "I will exalt my throne above the stars of God" 
 

   a. Satan is not simply referring to the universe stars in the heavens.  The angelic beings are spoken 

   of as "stars."  Satan wants to establish his throne above the angelic realm.  It would be an exalted 

   position, showing dominion over the angels.  He is saying, "God, your angels will no longer  

   bow to or worship you, but they now will to me!" 
 

   b. Satan desires authority over all the angels so they would administer his will.  He would then  

   control all of creation. 
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Lucifer's Heart 



 4. "I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:" 
 

   a. Evidently there is a specified mount in heaven of God's abode where the angelic realm  

   periodically meet.  There is a place like this:  
 

    Job 1:6-7 - Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the  

   LORD, and Satan came also among them. Job 1:7 - And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence  

   comest thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and 

   from walking up and down in it.  
 

    Job 2:1-2 - Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the 

   LORD, and Satan came also among them to present himself before the LORD.  Job 2:2 - And  

   the LORD said unto Satan, From whence comest thou? And Satan answered the LORD, and  

   said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.  
 

   b. It seems that the angelic realm appeared before God to give an account of themselves (they  

   present themselves before the Lord).  God sits upon this mount of the congregation of angelic  

   beings "in the sides of the north."  God occupies His seat of lordship over them at these times  

   as they give an account. 
 

    *Satan, in his perverted heart, desires to have that seat also to show off his authority and  

   dominance over them.  They will have accountability unto him, showing their subjection to  

   him.  Satan is saying, "God, I am removing you from the place of honor, with myself to be  

   the one the angels will need to give account to." 

 

 5. Isaiah 14:14 - I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.  
 

   a. Though we think of "clouds" with earth, here it has the idea of being associated with God's  

   presence and glory (over 100 times!).  Satan desires to have this glory that God has. 
 

    Matthew 17:5 - While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a  

   voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear  

   ye him.  
 

    Matthew 24:30 - And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all 

   the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven 

   with power and great glory.  
 

    Revelation 1:7 - Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also  

   which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 
 

   b.  Satan wants God's own glory attributed to him.  Instead of simply covering the throne as  

   he originally did, he seeks the throne's glory.  He wants to have the position of splendor,  

   magnificence, and adoration.  Satan is saying, "God, all the majestic glory will not be given  

   to you any longer.  It will now be given to me." 

 

 6. "I will be like the most high God." 
 

   a. Satan's desire is not to destroy God.  He knows he cannot get rid of Him.  Satan's desire is to be 

   like God was then and is now, in charge!  Satan is saying, "God, you are no longer the man, but 

   now I am." 
 

   b. The title "most high" belongs only to God and it identifies Him as "the possessor of heaven and 

   earth." 
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    Genesis 14:18-19, 22 - And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he  

   was the priest of the most high God. Gen. 14:19 - And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be  

   Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: Gen. 14:22 - And Abram said to  

   the king of Sodom, I have lift up mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the possessor  

   of heaven and earth, 
 

    *Satan wants to be "possessor of heaven and earth" like God.  Satan wants to be the owner.  This 

   is Satan's plan of evil that he worked out in his own heart as Isaiah 14 states.  
    

   c. Now Satan, to put this plan into practice, would need some assistance from these two realms.  

   Thus, he began his recruitment for his plan to be fulfilled.  He quickly got one-third of the angels 

   to follow his lead.  He was then cast down to earth, where he also wanted to be its ruler.   
 

    Note:  There are two titles given him in scripture that are important to our lesson. 
 

    Ephesians 2:2 - Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according 

   to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 
 

    John 14:30 - Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and  

   hath nothing in me.  
 

    *Now in chapter 3, he begins to take dominion over earth from Adam.  But before we begin that, 

   remember: 
 

    (1) Salvation for the human race was planned and promised before Satan ever fell - before the 

    foundation of the world: 
 

     Ephesians 1:4 - According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, 

    that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:  
 

     Titus 1:1-2 - Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of 

    God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness; Titus 1:2 - In hope 

    of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;  
 

     II Timothy 1:9 - Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to  

    our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus 

    before the world began,  
 

    (2) So even Satan's fall and deception in Eden, God uses to fulfill His purpose in revealing the 

    greatest story ever told..God's love for me. 
 

     *In other words, God allowed Satan to confront Eve.  In God's mind, this was not an  

    unexpected event that derailed the plan of God.  He had planned it from the beginning! 
 

     Isaiah 42:8 - I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another,  

    neither my praise to graven images. 

 

B. 

 

 
 

 1. It is possible that some of the animals originally had the ability to converse with man in some way.   

  It is interesting that Eve was not shocked or alarmed when spoken to by this upright, beautiful  

  speaking creature. 
 

   *Dr. Morris says that after the fall, God evidently altered animals vocal cords so no animal could  

  ever again deceive man like this.  Also, the serpent's body was altered by eliminating his ability to  

  stand upright.  

(5) 

Genesis 3:1b - And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the  

garden?  



    Genesis 3:14 - And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art 

   cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and  

   dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:  

 

 2. The serpent - devil was shrewd with Eve as Adam watched it go down.  The strategy that Satan  

  uses (as today) is to question God's word (John 8:44).  He comes as an angel of light (II Corinthians 

  11:14), to cast doubt on what God has said.  This was an attack on the authority of the word of God 

  to create doubt.  Doubt then leads to unbelief. 
 

   a. Paul warns us:   
 

    II Corinthians 11:3 - But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his  

   subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.  
 

   b. Today's generation has had this happen to them.  The proof is many doubt or do not believe in  

   the Genesis account and have embraced the false teaching of evolution and its millions of years! 
 

   c. Another example:  (of questioning the authority of God's word) 
 

    Leviticus 18:22 - Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination.  
 

    Leviticus 20:13 - If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a woman, both of them have  

   committed an abomination: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them.  
 

    Romans 1:26-28 - For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women 

   did change the natural use into that which is against nature: Rom. 1:27 - And likewise also the 

   men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with  

   men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error 

   which was meet. Rom. 1:28 - And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge,  

   God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;  
 

    *Why do we doubt? 

 

 3. Satan is saying, did God really say such a thing as that?  Satan is trying to get Eve to question  

  God's command.  He also misquoted God's word to make God sound unfair.  Satan claimed that  

  God said not to eat of every tree in the garden.  But God said Adam and Eve could eat from all the 

  trees, except one. 
 

   Genesis 2:16-17 - And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden  

  thou mayest freely eat: Gen. 2:17 - But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not 

  eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.  
 

   *Satan cunningly twisted and misquoted the word of God.  Satan's question turned the emphasis  

  around and stressed the negative, implying God was restricting them.  Satan is portraying God as  

  narrow, strict, way too restrictive, and wanting to limit their freedom of choice! 
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