
GALATIANS 2:3 - 8 

A. 

  

 1. Remember, Titus is Paul's test case. Titus was to allow the Jewish believers to observe the truth of  

  salvation apart from Law, circumcision, and Israel.  Titus' spirit, life change, doctrine, Holy Spirit's  

  presence was undeniable.   

 

 2. Titus was bold for the faith, had character and grit.  Paul used him on several occasions to help with  

  several church problems. 
 

   Titus 1:5, 9-11, 13 -  For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that 

   are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee: Titus 1:9 Holding fast the faithful 

  word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the  

  gainsayers. Titus 1:10  For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the  

  circumcision: Titus 1:11  Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things  

  which they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake. Titus 1:13 This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them  

  sharply, that they may be sound in the faith;  

 

 3. There were two types of legalism at this event. 
 

   a. The legalism of salvation by works: 
 

    Acts 15:1 - And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said,  

   Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. 
 

    *They said one cannot be saved without some kind of religious activity.  You have to be  

   circumcised to be saved.  Where did they get that idea? 
 

    Genesis 17:14 - And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised,  

   that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant. 
 

   b. The legalism of sanctification by works: 
 

    Acts 15:5 - But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That  

   it was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses. 
 

    *Like these Jewish believers, some churches are notorious for establishing rules, and if the people  

   keep them, they will be holy. 
 

    **Paul said:  Galatians 3:3 - [Are ye so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made  

   perfect by the flesh?] 

 

 4. Remember, we are holy because we are "in Christ" and accepted.  We are not holy because we keep a  

  list of rules. 
 

   I Corinthians 1:30 - But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and  

  righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: 

 

 5. The Jerusalem 12 had never met a man (saved Gentile) like Titus.  That is why Paul took him.  He  

  wanted the Jewish believers to examine, evaluate his claim of being a believer under grace. 
 

   *Can you imagine as Paul introduces Titus to give his testimony about Christ and the sufficiency of  

  His DBR? 

Galatians 2:3 - But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised:  



 6. The council's decision on the question, "Was it necessary for one to be circumcised to be saved" - they  

  overwhelmingly agreed that for Paul's Gentile ministry...No!  

 

B. 

 

 1. According to Acts 15:5, these were Jewish Kingdom believers.  The word "false" in the Greek is the  

  same in Ephesians 4:25, used for "lying."  These men were brethren, but were lying when they preached 

  that Gentiles needed to be circumcised to be saved - sanctified.  

 

 2. [brought in] means that somebody of influence brought these Jews to the council meeting to confront  

  Paul.  Their purpose was to bring the Gentiles under Moses' Law.  That is the dirty little secret of all 

  legalism, control and bondage.  **They want Paul to say, "Okay, you win. I have been preaching   

  wrong!"  Paul's response to them: 

 

C. 

 

 
 

 1. Paul would not give in to have Titus circumcised by those Jews demanding that.  Paul would not even  

  consider their falsity for even a moment. 

 

 2. Notice the honesty - purity of Paul's reasoning: [that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.] 
 

   a. Understand that the truth of the gospel, at this precise moment, hung in the balance!  What would  

   the outcome be?  Would Paul's grace gospel be called heresy, or would it be declared genuine?  No 

   doubt Paul would have continued on, but for unity sake, the hope was for a brethren agreement. 
 

    *Thank God they recognized Paul's message to also be of God. 
 

   b. Note:  Paul was fighting for the grace gospel for us, so that we can have freedom from the Law's  

   condemnation. 
 

    Galatians 5:1 - Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not  

   entangled again with the yoke of bondage.  
 

    Romans 6:14b - [for ye are not under law, but under grace] 
 

   c. Can you imagine being under the Law 24 hours a day with 613 rules!  *The cross Paul explains was 

   the end of the Law to one when they believed in the gospel. 
 

    Colossians 2:14 - Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was  

   contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;  
    

   d. Now that we are free from the Law, it does not mean we have a license to sin. 
 

    Romans 6:15, 18 - What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace?  

   God forbid. Romans 6:18  Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 
 

    Romans 13:8-9 - Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath ful

   filled the law. Romans 13:9  For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou  

   shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other  

   commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 

   thyself.  

 

 
(2) 

Galatians 2:4 - And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our 

liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage:  

Galatians 2:5 - To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might 

continue with you. 



 

    **Once we have been set free from the Law (salvation), we now are under the Law of love of  

   God.  We should no longer desire - want to break His commandments.  We now have the Holy 

   Spirit within us, who works to direct our thinking and actions so we can be holy - godly. 
 

    Philippians 2:13 - For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 

 

D. 

 

 

 
 

 1. [But of these who seemed to be somewhat] Paul is not being disrespectful.  He knew Peter, James, 

  and John were great, and wonderful Kingdom believers.  But because of Israel's rejection of Christ, 

  they were set aside temporarily.  The 11's message was slipping off the scene.  Now God was doing 

  His new - hidden Mystery Program through Paul and his companions. 
 

   **The 11 and elders no longer had the authority nor power once entrusted to them. 

 

 2. [whatsoever they were, it makes no matter to me: God accepteth no man's person) for they who  

  seemed to be somewhat in conference added nothing to me] 
 

   a. Paul emphasizes the point that these good men no longer had the preeminence of God's dealing 

   with the human race as they had back in Christ's earthly ministry and early Acts 1-7.  Their  

   ministry was being phased off the scene. 
 

   b. [added nothing to me]  First of all, how could they?  Paul had been a Pharisee.  He knew the O.T. 

   Law and had been taught by Gamaliel; however, the main reason is that he had been taught by 

   Christ personally!   
     

    **They had no comprehension of the revelations Paul had been receiving.  They only knew  

   Jesus in His earthly - flesh ministry to Israel.  Even after His resurrection, for 40 days He  

   instructed them on the Kingdom's teachings.  They could not really give any information about 

   Paul's mystery ministry. 
 

    Romans 15:8 -  Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of  

   God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers:  
 

   c. We are seeing a changing of the guards here. The previous administration of the Kingdom  

   program (Law) was being replaced by the current administration of grace.  It has been a gradual, 

   progressive transition, that is complete by Acts 28.  It began in Acts 9 and ends in Acts 28, with 

   the transition over.  
 

   d. [seemed]  This means to have an opinion.  It is suggesting that when Paul arrived in Jerusalem, 

   he was listening to the believers there.  They held their leaders in high esteem and rightly so. 
 

   e. [they were]  They truly were special, but Paul relegates it to the past program.  In the past, the 12 

   Apostles had authority over demons, ability to forgive sins, and to do the signs of the miraculous, 

   etc. 
 

    **But now, it is [were].  Paul again is not being disrespectful.  He is only explaining that a  

   change had occurred.  The authority that had been given to the 12 previously was now being  

   withdrawn from the current 11.  Now a new authority was given to the Apostle Paul under a new 

   dispensation. 

(3) 

Galatians 2:6 - But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to 

me: God accepteth no man's person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference added noth-

ing to me:  



E. 

 

 
 

 **When they "saw" (perceived - understood what was revealed to them), the light came on and it was 

becoming clear.  **Paul's meeting with the leaders of the Jerusalem Church, especially Peter, James, 

 and John, brought them an understanding that they did not have before about Paul's new message and  

 ministry.  
 

 1. The gospel of the circumcision.  Circumcision to the Israelites put them into a covenant with God  

  that also involved Law-keeping.  Outside of one time with Peter, the 12 never had a ministry to the 

  Gentiles.  
 

   Matthew 10:5-6 - These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the  

  way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: Mat. 10:6  But go rather to  

  the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  
 

   Matthew 15:24 -  But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of  

  Israel.  
 

 2. The gospel of the uncircumcision.  The gospel of the grace of God was committed to Paul, and is for 

  us today.  It offers grace through faith without works.  It is faith alone in the gospel (DBR). 
 

   *Abraham, himself, was saved by faith before the law was even given.   
 

   Romans 4:1-3 - What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath  

  found? Romans 4:2  For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not  

  before God. Romans 4:3  For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was   

  counted unto him for righteousness. 
 

 

 

F. 

 

 
 

 1. Today, Protestants and Catholics have long taught that Peter holds the top position of Apostleship in 

  the church today. 
 

   Answer:  This would be true if they were speaking of Israel's Kingdom church.  Peter never mentions 

  the Body of Christ nor the Dispensation of Grace in his writings.  He does speak of Messiah, the  

  Revelation return of Christ, a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, and an holy nation (Israel). 

 

 2. Paul again affirms his Apostleship as being of God, as with Peter or any of the 12.  *  Remember,  

  these are God-inspired words and not Paul's! 
 

   Romans 11:13 - For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify 

  mine office:  
 

   I Corinthians 1:1 - Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes 

  our brother,  
 

   Galatians 1:1 - Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, 

  who raised him from the dead;)  
 

   I Timothy 1:1 - Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of God our Saviour, and Lord 

  Jesus Christ, which is our hope;  

 

 

(4) 

Galatians 2:7 - But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed 

unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter;  

Galatians 2:8 - But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed 

unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter;  


