
GENESIS 9-11 

A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 1. Noah, after many years of standing against wickedness while building the Ark, let his guard down.  

  But: 
 

   I Peter 5:8 - Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 

  seeking whom he may devour:  

 

 2. Noah likely had no intention of drinking to excess (like most people), but he did.  Usually with  

  alcohol one will undress, and Noah did.  Ham sees the nakedness of his father.  The word "saw" has 

  the idea he gazed upon his father.  Ham possibly gazed with rejoicing of his father's own weakness 

  who had stopped him earlier of his own desires. 
 

   a. Thinking his brothers would share in his satisfaction, he eagerly tells them of their father's  

   drunken nakedness.  But they would not look upon Noah's nakedness, and went in backwards 

   with covers to cover him. 
 

   b. When Noah awakens, he must have noticed the robe placed on him and inquired until he learned 

   what transpired.  Interesting, it was not Ham that was cursed, but Canaan, Ham's son. 
 

    *  Dr. Ham:  "The word 'son' in Hebrew can also mean 'grandson.'  So when Noah awoke from 

   *  his wine, he knew what his grandson Canaan had done to him.  That is why it says cursed (not 

       Ham), but 'cursed be Canaan.'  What Canaan did must have been quite sinful.  As a result, the 

       Canaanites were to be servants to his brother's families." 
 

   c. Note:  There is no curse on Ham.  That has been falsely taught in a number of churches in regard 

   to his skin color.  That is nonsense and scripturally wrong.  There is one race..the human race  

   that traces back to Adam and Eve. 

 

 3. One other view is possible.  Ham had seen the nakedness of his father, but that meant something  

  different.  Remember, Canaan is cursed.  Why him? 
 

   Leviticus 20:11 - And the man that lieth with his father's wife hath uncovered his father's nakedness: 

  both of them shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them.  
 

   Leviticus 18:8 - The nakedness of thy father's wife shalt thou not uncover: it is thy father's nakedness. 
 

   Deuteronomy 27:20 - Cursed be he that lieth with his father's wife; because he uncovereth his father's 

  skirt. And all the people shall say, Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

Genesis 9:20-26 - And Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a vineyard: Gen. 9:21 - And he 

drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent. Gen. 9:22 - And Ham, the 

father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brethren without. Gen. 9:23 - And 

Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and went backward, and cov-

ered the nakedness of their father; and their faces were backward, and they saw not their father's na-

kedness. Gen. 9:24 - And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done unto 

him. Gen. 9:25 - And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren. 

Gen. 9:26 - And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his  

servant.  



B.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 1. Chapter 10 gives the table of nations.  It describes or traces Shem, Ham, and Japeth.  It shows how 

  they develop into tribes, peoples, and nations even now on earth. 
 

 2. Chapter 11 explains how this division happened.  It is much like creation in Chapter 1, with further 

  explanation in Chapter 2.  
 

 3. Thus far God has laid four Divine foundations for man to live correctly on earth. 
 

   a.  Man's freedom to choose - to become whatever he chooses to be in a society without limitation. 
 

   b. The  marriage between male and female - for man (woman) to be complete, they need each other 

   for companionship.  Marriage is the basis of a society. 
 

   c. Family - The husband and wife procreate to become a home of instruction, learning, and  

   worship of God.  Family is the stabling unit of a nation. 
 

   d. Also, He gave us government - This is so man can function orderly, lawfully, and to be helped 

   legally.  The government protects one's civil rights so the human race can continue on (Romans 

   13). 
 

 4. After the flood, God wanted the people to multiply, seek out their place, and to become individual  

  nations on earth. 
 

   Acts 17:26 - And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, 

  and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;  
 

   a.  Shem - his people became those with religious insights and thoughts of the Lord.  
 

    Genesis 10:21 - Unto Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the brother of Japheth the 

   elder, even to him were children born.  
 

    *Eber is Hebrew aligning with Abram.   
 

    Genesis 14:13 - And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; for he  

   dwelt in the plain of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and these were 

   confederate with Abram.  
    

   b.  Ham - his people became the laborers - workers, tech proficiency.  They would get the job done 

   of what was needed. 
 

   c.  Japeth - his people became the scientists, intellectual leaders! 
 

 5. We know that Satan was not silent or just sitting back doing nothing!  Satan causes most of the people 

  to rebel against God's commands (Jeremiah 17:9).  Satan seemingly raises a leader, Nimrod.  His  

  name means "let us rebel." 
 

   Genesis 10:6, 8-10 - And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan. Gen. 10:8 -  

  And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth. Gen. 10:9 - He was a mighty  

  hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD. 

  Gen. 10:10 - And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the 

  land of Shinar.  

(2) 

Genesis 10:1, 2, 6, 21, 32 - Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth: 

and unto them were sons born after the flood. Gen. 10:2 - The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, 

and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras. Gen. 10:6 - And the sons of Ham; Cush, 

and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan. Gen. 10:21 - Unto Shem also, the father of all the children of 

Eber, the brother of Japheth the elder, even to him were children born. Gen. 10:32 - These are the 

families of the sons of Noah, after their generations, in their nations: and by these were the nations 

divided in the earth after the flood.  



   a. Nimrod became a political power, or the world's first known dictator.  He helped lead the charge 

   against God's command to have different countries - nations, and instead we will see he wanted a 

   one-world government. 
 

   b. One author says that in the British Museum, they have a bust believed to be Nimrod's.  This  

   shows his position of authority and popularity.  His exploits of hunting down wild animals, thus 

   protecting many people, gave him preeminence.  By training others, he became powerful and  

   put many within a fortified city, away from dangerous animals. 
 

    *Nimrod is called the [mighty hunter] [it is said].  He was publically praised and became a  

   celebrity, or the people's hero. 
 

   c. Another author says of Nimrod:  Nimrod was notorious, credited with instigating paganism, the 

   practice of magical arts, astrology, and even human sacrifice. 
 

    *There is much evidence that Nimrod himself was worshiped. 
 

   d. [before the Lord] does not mean he was honoring God.   
 

    Genesis 6:11-12 - The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.  

    Gen. 6:12 - And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had  

   corrupted his way upon the earth. 
 

    *Nimrod knew God saw him, and did it even more with a defiant, brazen attitude.  To the  

    people, Nimrod's way was to change what God says into a myth and man's opinion into the  

   truth (Romans 1).  

 

   e. [the beginning of his kingdom was Babel] (verses 10-11).  Like Cain, he began to build his  

   kingdom (cities) to keep the people as one. 

 

 6. Genesis 10:5, 25, 32 - By these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; every one after 

  his tongue, after their families, in their nations. Gen. 10:25 - And unto Eber were born two sons: the 

  name of one was Peleg; for in his days was the earth divided; and his brother's name was Joktan.  

   Gen. 10:32 - These are the families of the sons of Noah, after their generations, in their nations: and 

  by these were the nations divided in the earth after the flood.  
 

   Remember Chapter 10 is an overview of Babel and Chapter 11 is how it came about.  Chapter 11 is 

  further information of Chapter 10.  This is like Genesis 1, then 2. 

 

C. 

 
 

 [one language]  It was the language of Noah, his family, and more than likely similar to Hebrew or semitic.  

Dr. Morris says: "it was one lip, one set of words, and one vocabulary."  
 

 *Since it was one language, there was little to hinder development. 
 

 

 
 

D. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 1. The reason they wanted to build this tower was not to be closer to God.  In verse 4 it says [let us  

  make us a name,].  Humanism (puts man first) always lowers God, but elevates man.  Pride is always 

  glorifying man.  
(3) 

Genesis 11:1 - And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech.  

Genesis 11:2-4 - And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land 

of Shinar; and they dwelt there. Gen. 11:3 - And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, 

and burn them throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. Gen. 11:4 - 

And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us 

make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.  



 2. Rebellion is the defiant attempt to unify mankind and to establish a one-world headquarters.   

  Remember Chapter 9:1, God's plan was to push mankind in all directions and not just in one place.  

  He wanted man to subdue the whole earth. 
 

   *Nimrod's plan was to keep all the people in his kingdom close together under his authority. 
 

 3. Building their city brought about political unity.  Building a tower brought religious unity.  [whose 

  top may reach unto heaven]  A tall tower would allow them to have the ability to observe and study 

  astronomical objects.  
 

   a. This was the beginning of the mystery religions.  The tower some say was to be 300 ft. tall.  On 

   its top was an astrological chart to see and gather information from the positions of the sun,  

   moon, and planets.  
 

    *So the tower had a religious meaning tied to astrology, idolatry, and worship of sun, moon, etc. 
     

   b. The difference is astronomy is the science of studying the universe; whereas, astrology is a form 

   of witchcraft.  At Babylon - Babel, the Chaldeans developed the zodiac by dividing the sky into 

   12 sections giving their meaning based on the positions of stars. 
 

    *A person's destiny would be determined by the section, sign one was born under.  Not God! 
 

    (1) Astrology was passed on to Egypt, mingling with polytheism.  The pyramids were  

    constructed with the mathematical relation to the stars.  When the people at Babel scattered, 

    they must have taken their religion with them! 
 

    (2) The sphinx has astrological significance.  Its head is that of a woman, symbolizing Virgo  

    the virgin.  Virgo is the first sign of the Zodiac.  The body is that of a lion - Leo, the last in 

    the Zodiac. 
 

    (3) Mr. Hislop says:  "It was Babylon, the virgin cult, that can be traced back to Nimrod.   

    Babylon's god Marduk = Nimrod who became the sun.  Nimrod's wife Semiramis allegedly 

    had a child, a virgin-born son, who was reincarnated Nimrod.  Thus a mother-son (sun) cult 

    was formed. 
 

     *  This cult spread:   Egypt - Isis and Horus 

          India - Isi and Iswara 

          Asia - Cybele and Deoius 

          Rome - Fortuna and Jupiter 

          Greece - Ceres and Plutus 

          China-Japan - Madonna and child (Shing Moo) 
 

     *The cult mother is also known as:  Nina, Ningal, Ishtar, Ashtoreth, Astarte, Queen of  

    heaven. 
 

     Judges 2:13 - And they forsook the LORD, and served Baal and Ashtaroth.  
 

     Jeremiah 7:18 - The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women  

    knead their dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings  

    unto other gods, that they may provoke me to anger.  
 

     Jeremiah 44:17-19 - But we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth forth out of our own 

    mouth, to burn incense unto the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her, as 

    we have done, we, and our fathers, our kings, and our princes, in the cities of Judah, and in 

    the streets of Jerusalem: for then had we plenty of victuals, and were well, and saw no evil.  

     Jer. 44:18 - But since we left off to burn incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour out  

    drink offerings unto her, we have wanted all things, and have been consumed by the sword 

    and by the famine. Jer. 44:19 - And when we burned incense to the queen of heaven, and  

    poured out drink offerings unto her, did we make her cakes to worship her, and pour out  

    drink offerings unto her, without our men?  

(4) 



 4. Baal worship was extremely immoral.  Babel was the Satanic world's system in opposition to God's 

  commands.  Babylon (Shinar) Babel is the forerunner to the kingdom of the Antichrist. 
 

   Daniel 11:36 - And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify 

  himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper 

  till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done. 
 

   Revelation 13:4, 6, 8 - And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they 

  worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?  

   Rev. 13:6 - And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his  

  tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. Rev 13:8 - And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship 

  him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the  

  world.  
 

   Revelation 17:3-5 - So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit  

  upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.  

   Rev. 17:4 - And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and  

  precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her 

  fornication: Rev. 17:5 - And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE 

  GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 
 

   *Baal worship included human sacrifice, forcing people's own children to walk through the fire until 

  burned to death.  Later, God had to warn the Israelites when entering Canaan:  
 

   Deuteronomy 18:10 -  There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter 

  to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, 
 

   Jeremiah 7:31 - And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the valley of the son of  

  Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire; which I commanded them not, neither came 

  it into my heart.  

 

E. 

 

 

 

 
 

 1. God visits the city and tower.  He evaluates Nimrod's kingdom and the people's sins.  Remember  

  Genesis 6:5!  Since they were of one language, there would be little hindrance to prevent them from 

  becoming independent at a rapid pace in their abomination attitude toward God. 
 

   *If permitted to continue, God would be forgotten completely. 

 

 2. Think of the heart of God after He had delivered an entire world from the wicked.  However, Adam's 

  sin nature continued within mankind.  Nimrod proved that with this city and tower. 

 

F. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 1. Thank God for His restraining hand showing mercy in His judgment upon the people.  He did not  

  destroy them.  God changed most of their languages to become different.  God confounded their  

  languages probably to small groups.  Perhaps they were limited to families or tribes, each speaking its 

  own unique tongue.  

(5) 

Genesis 11:5-6 - And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men 

builded. Gen. 11:6 - And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; 

and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to 

do.  

Genesis 11:7-9 - Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand 

one another's speech. Gen. 11:8 - So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of  

all the earth: and they left off to build the city. Gen. 11:9 - Therefore is the name of it called Babel;  

because the LORD did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD 

scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.  



 2. The people could not communicate very easily so social isolation occurred.  This confusion created  

  a we versus they mentality.  As they scattered (that is what God wanted them to do in the first  

  place), they no doubt would vie for different lands and resources (even though there was plenty for 

  all).  This would cause them to be more socially, politically, and economically isolated (Example:  

  China - Germany). 

 

 3. Many believe, at this moment in time, wherever the people migrated into various groups, that DNA 

  pool, began to give mankind different and various looks.  They had physical trademarks such as skin 

  color (different shades), different sizes, eyes, etc., yet still all one race. 

 

 4. I believe (Barlow) God changed the people also ethnically to fit where they would be going.  Imagine 

  seeing their bodies take on strange new characteristics.  Some were pale and blonde, another tribe, 

  red hair and fair, others dark skin, some light skin, then others red and yellow skin. They had varying 

  physical traits that identified them to their own tribe and families' language. 
 

   *  Yet they did not communicate with other tribes. 

 

 5. Even today, the real division, the barrier among men is not color, physical, but linguistic.  When  

  we cannot understand one another, we usually separate to whom we do understand.  All people can  

  intermarry, share the same emotions, have even some intellectual and spiritual agreement.   
 

   *  All are from Adam and Eve; all are sinners needing Christ. 

 

 6. The lands began to separate more and more, finally forming into continents.  This helped man to  

  slow down technology-wise.  But we know that in the last days this slowdown will be removed. 
 

   Genesis 11:6 - And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and 

  this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.  
 

   Daniel 12:4 - But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: 

  many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.  
 

   *God could have destroyed man again (except for Shem's seed), but in mercy he separated man. 

 

 7. Marriage, family, and nationalism are ordained by God, but so is faith in God. 
 

   *These were mostly subverted by Nimrod.  And remember, Noah and his family were still there  

  alive!  It must have been heartbreaking..here we go again! 

 

 8. Today, Satan is using the thought of a one-world international government with a one-world melting- 

  pot religion absent of true believers!  This movement is to do away with independent, nationalistic 

  nations.  The government is telling us who we are, what we are to do, how we live, and to become 

  part of our government's new social order.  The government tells us what to believe about marriage, 

  family, what sex we are, what we can speak (politically correct), our health, what to believe, because  

  if it's not in line with what the government says is right, then we are guilty of hate speech.  Then we, 

  the people, have no recourse! 
 

   *The Tower of Babel was an attempt to create a new one-world order and Satan will not give this up 

  until his Antichrist, the man of sin, shows up! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

(6) 


