
GALATIANS 1:16-22 

A. 

  

 1. God had revealed His Son to the 12.  So why Paul?  God reveals His Son in a different way through  

  Paul.  God finds the leader of the enemy against the Little Flock and in grace, saves Saul. 
 

   **That is the difference between Law and Grace.   Law would quickly, harshly judge one.  But grace  

  offers free, full forgiveness.  That is how Christ was revealed in a new way through Paul. 
 

   Acts 13:38-39 - Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is    

  preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: Acts 13:39  And by him all that believe are justified from all 

  things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.  
 

   Romans 3:24 - Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:  

 

 2. God chose this new Apostle so he might preach Christ in pure grace (as he had received) among the  

  Gentiles. 
 

   **It is Paul in Christ's stead.  It is as if Paul is saying Israel did not want Him, but I am here in His  

  place in grace. 
 

   II Corinthians 5:20 - Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us:  

  we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. 

 

 3. God could have judged the nation Israel, and the Gentile world; but He, in grace, saved the persecutor  

  Saul.  Then he became the persecuted!  

 

 4.  God kept Paul mostly away from the 12 so that he would not be sidetracked by what the 12 had  

  learned at Jesus' feet concerning the Kingdom.  God did not want Paul to mix - blend the two messages 

  together. 
 

   Ephesians 3:7-9 - Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto  

  me by the effectual working of his power. Eph. 3:8  Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is 

  this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; Eph. 3:9   

  And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world  

  hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 
 

   a. Note:  Paul did not preach to Israel as a nation.  The nation Israel was temporarily set aside until  

   the Tribulation because they had committed the unpardonable sin in Acts 7.  **  But Paul did go to 

   individual Jews with the gospel of grace. 
 

    I Corinthians 9:20, 22 - And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them  

   that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law; I Co. 9:22  

   To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I  

   might by all means save some.  
 

    Romans 1:16 - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto  

   salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
 

   b. Question?  Why would Paul be called to the nation Israel (the Kingdom message) when God  

   already had 12 Apostles and even Jesus' half-brother pastoring the Jerusalem Church? 

 

 

 

Galatians 1:16 - To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I con-

ferred not with flesh and blood:  



 5. Paul never consulted with any of the Apostles or any other human concerning his Christ-given Gospel.  

  Paul met with Christ alone. 
 

   Romans 16:25 - Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching 

  of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, 
 

   Ephesians 3:2-4 - If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to   

  you-ward: Eph. 3:3  How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in  

  few words, Eph. 3:4  Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of  

  Christ)  

 

B. 

  

 1.  To give emphasis, Paul repeats that he did not go up to the center of the Kingdom Church to get  

   information from them nor approval from them.  

 

   ** Paul never questions or tries to take away Peter's and other's authority.  He also does not allow them 

  to usurp authority over his Apostleship to the Gentiles. 

    

 2. In Paul's early ministry, he did not have personal contact with the 12.  I believe this was in order to keep 

  separate their distinctions in their messages because they were two different programs. If Paul would be 

  identified with the 12, that would lead to confusion (That is the problem today). 

 

 3. [but I went into Arabia, and returned unto Damascus.  Then after three years] 
 

   a. Paul is saved in Acts 9.  Shortly after, he goes to Damacus, to Arabia, then back to Damascus.   

   This covered a period of three years.  Most say Paul was in Arabia with Christ for three years.  That 

   is possible.  Here it states all these events were about three years.  **I do not know how long he was 

   in Arabia. 
 

   b. A question is why Arabia?  It was close to Damascus. Since Paul was going to be given a whole  

   new body of truth from Christ, he needed to have blocks of time together.  **God did much the  

   same thing with Moses when He led Moses into the wilderness to give the Law.  So here, Paul tells 

   how God led him probably into the same wilderness at Mount Sinai. 
 

   c. Paul had been schooled in Judaism when he sat at the feet of Gamaliel, one of the chief teachers in 

   Jerusalem.  Paul had a lot of relearning to do.  It is not told how much of the Mystery Program was 

   revealed at this time to Paul, but no doubt some (grace-body) mystery doctrines. 

 

 4. What did Paul do in Damascus?  The book of Acts does not record Paul going into Arabia, but does talk 

  of his time in Damascus. 
 

   Acts 9:22-23 - But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at  

  Damascus, proving that this is very Christ.  Acts 9:23  And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews 

  took counsel to kill him: 
 

   *The "many days," some believe refers to the three years referred to in Galatians. 

 

 5. God gives Paul some grace doctrines.  Then Paul is instructed to take these new doctrines to the  

  Gentiles mainly, with some individual Jews who would listen to him. 

(2) 

Galatians 1:17 -  Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into  

Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus 



 

C. 

 

 
 

 1. Paul finally, after three years, goes to meet Peter and some others of the Jerusalem Kingdom Church.  

  That shows Paul's independence from the 12, and that he was equal or his own man for God.  Paul 

  had not needed their help for his calling or message. 

 

 2. Paul went to introduce himself and to get acquainted. They did not know one another personally.  It 

  was for only 15 days and not for information.   
 

   *Remember Paul's heart and hurt for his persecution he had inflicted on the Little Flock's church.   

  No doubt he was ashamed and embarrassed for what he had done.  Paul understood so much more 

  now and he was grateful for God's grace in saving - calling him to serve him. 

 

 3. Later Paul gives the account of his conversion, but also about this visit to Jerusalem and why it was 

  cut short for only 15 days. 

 

   Acts 22:17-21 - And it came to pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed 

  in the temple, I was in a trance; Acts 22:18  And saw him saying unto me, Make haste, and get thee 

  quickly out of Jerusalem: for they will not receive thy testimony concerning me. Acts 22:19  And I 

  said, Lord, they know that I imprisoned and beat in every synagogue them that believed on thee:  

   Acts 22:20  And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by, and  

  consenting unto his death, and kept the raiment of them that slew him. Acts 22:21  And he said unto 

  me, Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles. 

 

   **    God reminded Paul of his calling to the Gentiles.  So after only 15 days, Paul leaves Jerusalem.  

  To him it was clear that Israel had fallen even though Paul's heart loved Israel.  It seems as if God  

  awakens Paul to get out of Jerusalem. 
 

 

 

D. 

   

 1. Evidently most of the Apostles were elsewhere except for Peter. This was a private meeting. While 

  visiting Peter, Paul did see James, the Lord's brother. 

 

 2. The Bible makes it clear that Mary birthed other children after Jesus. 
 

   Matthew 1:25 - And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name 

  JESUS.  
 

   Matthew 13:55-56 - Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, 

  James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? Matt. 13:56  And his sisters, are they not all with us?  

  Whence then hath this man all these things?  
 

   Mark 6:3 - Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and 

  Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him.  
 

   a. James evidently was not a believer in Christ while Jesus was alive. 
 

    John 7:5 - For neither did his brethren believe in him. 
 

   b. James became a believer after his half-brother Jesus rose from the grave. 
 

    I Corinthians 15:7 - After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles.  

(3) 

Galatians 1:18 - Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen 

days.  

Galatians 1:19 - But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother.  



    c. James became an ardent follower of Christ: 
 

    Acts 1:14 - These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women,  

    and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.  
 

    Acts 15:13 - And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren,  

   hearken unto me:  

 

 3. So when Paul visited Peter, out of respect, he also visited James.  James became the pastor, head  

  elder of the Jerusalem Church (Jewish).  He also wrote the book of James. 

 

 4. Also remember the Apostle James, one of the 12, in Acts 12 had his head cut off.  Do not get these 

  two James mixed up with each other.  *Also interesting is the 11 do not replace him.  Are there not

  12 thrones?  Evidently they expect God to resurrect him and go into the Kingdom. From Paul's  

  visit in Acts 9, they began to hear the Kingdom program was being temporarily delayed.  This would 

  mean the offer of the Kingdom is not going on anymore at that time. 

 

E. 

   

 1. Paul takes a Jewish vow or oath by calling upon God to be his character witness.  When a Jew  

  made a vow to God, it was binding.  To make a vow to God in insincerity would have invoked God's 

  judg ment and wrath upon Paul. 

 

 2. Paul is saying that by no means was he lying about his God-appointed Apostleship (verse 1). 
 

 

 

F. 

 
  

 1. These places were in the providence of his home in the area of Tarsus. *Paul spent some time here 

  in relative seclusion.  The Body Church slowly emerges in Acts.  Remember, Acts is showing the  

  fall of Israel and not mainly focusing on the beginning of the Body Church. 

 

 2. Paul had left Jerusalem because the Jews (apostate - unbelievers) sought to kill him. 
 

   Acts 9:28-30 - And he was with them coming in and going out at Jerusalem. Acts 9:29  And he  

  spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and disputed against the Grecians: but they went about to 

  slay him. Acts 9:30  Which when the brethren knew, they brought him down to Caesarea, and sent  

  him forth to Tarsus.  

 

 3. When Paul was in these areas (Syria and Cilicia), he established churches (Body). 
  

   Acts 15:41 - And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches.  

 
 

G. 

 
  

 1. Paul was physically unknown in Judea to the Jewish congregations of Palestine.  Paul had no   

  ministry to the Jews there because his ministry was to Gentile territories.  

 

 2. It says that the Judean Jewish churches [were in Christ].  This does not mean "in Christ" as the Body 

  Church is in Christ.  They are not!  Those here [in Christ] means they no longer are lost in Adam.  

  There is only 2 places one can be:  (1) in Adam or (2) in Christ.  The Kingdom believers of Israel,  

  the Little Flock, were [in Christ]. 

(4) 

Galatians 1:20 - Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before God, I lie not.  

Galatians 1:21 - Afterwards I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia;  

Galatians 1:22 - And was unknown by face unto the churches of Judaea which were in Christ:  



    a. *To Israel, that is part of their New Covenant. 
 

    Isaiah 45:25 - In the LORD shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.  

 

   b. So, you can be "in Christ" according to the Prophecy Program.  Even the Jewish people could 

   not be blessed because they were related to Adam.  To be blessed by God, they needed to be  

   redeemed or born again.  They, after being placed "in the Lord," were justified.   
 

    **So yes, the Kingdom believers were "in Christ," but that does not mean they were in the Body 

   of Christ.  To be in the Body of Christ means you are there according to the Mystery Program. 

 

   c. Don't be thrown when it says some were "in Christ," before Paul was.  Paul tells us he was the 

   first in the Body of Christ. 
 

    Romans 16:7 - Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, and my fellowprisoners, who are of 

   note among the apostles, who also were in Christ before me.  
 

    I Timothy 1:16 - Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might  

   shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life 

   everlasting.  

(5) 


