
 

I Corinthians 2:9-16 

(1) 

A. 

 

 
 

 1. The problems the Corinthians were having, not being able to see the truths of God, was because they  

  were not "perfect" (mature) nor growing in their _______.  This made them unperceptive (not open- 

  ready) to receive new _______ced truth (mystery). 

 

 2. Man on his own, his eye, ear, heart, will not comprehend advanced truth that God _____ts believers to  

  have that love Him.   
 

     But:  *There are some ways we will never understand the things of God. 
 

   a. [eye] It is not by scientific observation.  They cannot understand ________ual truth looking at the  

   universe or rocks. 
 

   b. [ear]  Man listens to sounds, to politicians, to culture, and still comes up empty about God   

   (_______ism-rationalism).  
 

   c. [heart] Man will not understand spiritual truths, the things of God, through their human intuition,  

   philosophers, and religionists who look with____ themselves (Jeremiah 17:9). 

 

B. 

 

 
 

 1. It is the Spirit Who lives within us that, as we study and yield to God's truth, helps us and ____uminates 

  our understanding of _____trine (mystery).  God will ____cover and show us His wisdom for the Body 

  Church given to Paul through the Holy Spirit (author of the Word). 

 

 2. There are certain truths understood by many that are _____face truths.  Here Paul is talking about how  

  the Spirit searches, probes, and clearly understands the depths of God's wisdom since He is _____!  He 

  helps to explain scripture so believers can learn and mature in truth under the surface (Paul's epistles - 

  mystery).  
 

   II Peter 1:20-21 - Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.  

   II Peter 1:21 - For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake  

  as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
 

   II Timothy 3:16-17 - All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for  

  reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: II Tim. 3:17 - That the man of God may be  

  perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 
 

   Job 32:8 - But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding.  

 

 3. All three Persons of the Godhead are involved in divine relation. 
 

   a. Father - Matthew 11:25 - At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of  

   heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed  

   them unto babes.  
 

   b. Son - Hebrews 1:1-2a - God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto  

   the fathers by the prophets, Heb. 1:2a - Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son,  
 

   c. Spirit - Ephesians 3:5 - Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is  

   now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;  

 

I Corinthians 2:9 - But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of 

man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.  

I Corinthians 2:10 - But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, 

the deep things of God.  



C. 

 

 
 

 1. Paul uses somewhat of a parallel between man knowing himself and the Spirit Himself.  We know  

  ourselves better than _____one else does.   

 

 2. Paul argues (teaches) that the same is true of God (Spirit).  The deep and hidden wisdom of God is 

  only known by God.  Thus, He is ______ to reveal and share the knowledge of God with us. 

 

D. 

 

 
 

 1. [not the spirit of the world]  When saved, we did not receive the world's ____monic leaders or their 

  evil world system. 
 

   Ephesians 2:2 - Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to  

  the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:  
 

   Galatians 1:4 - Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, 

  according to the will of God and our Father:  
 

   *It is impossible for the spirit of Satan to ____exist with the Spirit of God.  The spirit of Satan  

  dominates this world-age.  It ____jects the cross, Christ, and grace. 
 

   II Corinthians 4:4 - In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe  

  not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.  
 

   I John 5:19 - And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.  
 

   I Timothy 4:1 - Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the 

  faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;  

 

 2. Paul now uses a strong contrast [but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things (context 

  - mystery things) that are freely given to us of God]  
 

   a.  *The Spirit that we ____ceive at salvation has nothing in common with this world's ways or  

   leaders. 
 

    Ephesians 1:13, 4:30 - In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel  

   of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of  

   promise, Eph. 4:30 - And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day  

   of redemption.  
 

    II Corinthians 1:22 - Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.  
 

   b.  We  are given the Spirit so He can ___veal (Word) to us the mind, heart, and deep things of God.  

   He _____ts us to know Him, His purpose, and the mystery which reveals His wisdom. 

 

E. 

 

 
 

 1. Paul once again teaches that what he knows and has shared with them had not come from man's  

  human wisdom but from the Spirit Himself. 
 

   *Paul's words were ______ of scripture inspiration without error. 

 
(2) 

I Corinthians 2:11 - For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? 

even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.  

I Corinthians 2:12 - Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that 

we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.  

I Corinthians 2:13 - Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but 

which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.  



   II Timothy 3:16 - All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for  

  reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  
 

   I Thessalonians 2:13 - For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received 

  the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the 

  word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.  
 

   **Paul spoke that which the Spirit taught them in the ______. 
 

   Acts 3:21 - Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God  

  hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.  
 

   Acts 28:25 - And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that Paul had spoken 

  one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers,  
 

   I Timothy 4:1 - Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the 

  faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;  

 

 2. There is a _____cess that the Holy Spirit has to illuminate the mind of a believer with the written  

  Word of God in [comparing spiritual things with spiritual].  Paul is saying you cannot take one  

  verse and _____late it from other scripture and understand it.  We cannot privately interpret a verse 

  without its relationship to the rest of the Word of God (its _____text - its _____pensation). 
 

   *You do not interpret a verse by digging down in the verse, but by spreading out into other verses  

  to compare! 
 

   Example:  I Corinthians 2:9 - But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have  

  entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.  

 

F. 

 

 
 

 1. This "natural man" is lost, unregenerate, and without the Spirit of God in him.  Without the Spirit,  

  he has no comprehension of the things of God.  The Word, the believer's walk, and the gospel   

  make _____tle sense to him. 
 

   Romans 8:9 - But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. 

  Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.  
 

   Ephesians 4:18 - Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through  

  the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:  

 

 2. This natural, lost man _____ enjoy fellowship, music, and buildings, yet the gospel message is not  

  for them.  They may even be kind, witty, outwardly moral, or seemingly religious, but they just do  

  not get it. *This naturalness may also relate to those who have not received the revelation of the  

  _____tery.  

 

G. 

 
 

 1. The spiritual person is the saved one who has the Spirit not only in him, but also the Spirit controlling 

  and working in him.  He is the "perfect" one who is growing, maturing, and ______ to God's truth.  
   

   Ephesians 5:18 - And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;  
 

   Philippians 2:13 - For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 

 

 
(3) 

I Corinthians 2:14 - But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolish-

ness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  

I Corinthians 2:15 - But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.  



   Galatians 5:16 - This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.  

 

 2. [judgeth all things]  Paul is not talking about condemning someone, but he has the ability to search, 

  examine, and _____cern.  He has the ability to determine scripturally what is truth, right or wrong  

  according to God.  Remember, it is the Spirit giving ____sight and understanding. 

 

 3. [yet he himself is judged of no man.]  Paul says the one who is spiritual is examined by no one.  The 

  question is, does Paul have in mind that no natural person has the _____bility of examining a spiritual 

  person, or that a spiritual person belongs to the Lord?  Is it Paul's thought that no one has a right to 

  examine him except the ______? 
 

   I Corinthians 4:4 - For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby justified: but he that judgeth  

  me is the Lord.  
 

   Colossians 3:24-25 - Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye 

  serve the Lord Christ. Col. 3:25 - But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath 

  done: and there is no respect of persons. 

 

H. 

 

 
 

 1. The obvious answer is that no one has perfectly known the mind of God and there is no one who can 

  _____truct Him.  Even one who is spiritual is only on the _____nge of really knowing the mind of the 

  Lord. 
 

   Romans 11:33-34 - O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how  

  unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!  Rom. 11:34 - For who hath known 

  the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor?  

 

 2. Even though spiritual believers have a Christ mindset (Philippians 2:5; John 16:13-14), meaning  

  we have  the Word and Holy Spirit working with____ us, we still need to be renewed _____ly. 
 

   Ephesians 4:23 - And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;  

 

 3. [He that is spiritual] does not mean since he knows the mystery, the Gospel of Grace, that he is  

  _____erior to others.  Not only are we to know this dispensation of the mystery, the one Body, but 

  also we are to live and practice grace in our ____havior. 
 

   **There are too many so-called mid-Acts believers who are not so grace-acting in how they treat - 

  _______ about others. 
 

   Ephesians 4:32 - And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God 

  for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.  
 

   Colossians 4:6 - Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye 

  ought to answer every man.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(4) 

I Corinthians 2:16 - For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the 

mind of Christ.  


