
 

 

GALATIANS 3:26-27 

 Remember, Galatianism was adding law to grace in order to be saved, to keep one saved, and to be holy.  

The Judaziers were teaching that Paul's gospel of grace was not enough.   

 

 * Most of Christendom holds to this.  This is why Paul said: 

 

 Galatians 3:3 - Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?  

 
 

A. 

 
  

 1. [children of God] 
 

  This shows a relationship and a privilege to be in God's family.  Today we often hear, "Well, we  

  are all a child of God."  Simply..that is not true. 
 

   John 8:44 - Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer 

  from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a 

  lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.  
 

   *To be a child of God, one has to qualify [by faith in Christ Jesus] 

 

 2. Within the word "children," is the idea that those who put their faith in Christ are fully adult sons who 

  freely follow truth.  

 

 3. Paul here shows it is faith alone in Christ, meaning you are trusting in Christ's finished work and not 

  just believing that He was the Messiah! 
 

   **We heard the word about our sinfulness, but also about God's love for us.  Jesus Christ died for our 

  sins, was buried, and rose from the dead to justify us.  We placed our faith, confidence, reliance, and 

  trust exclusively in Him alone for our salvation.  The Father in mercy responded to our faith in Christ 

  by forgiving all our sins.  He then imputed - put to our account - His son's righteousness, making us 

  accepted as His children. 
 

   II Corinthians 5:21 - For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made 

  the righteousness of God in him.  

 

 4. We were saved [not born again] and regenerated, or made alive. 
 

   Ephesians 2:1 - And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 
 

   **Grace only responds to faith in Him, so that it remains grace!  
 

 

 

 

B.  

 
 

 

 

 1. Paul gives a further explanation of being a child of God.  Everyone who has been baptized into Christ 

  has become a child of God.  This took place the moment you put your faith in Christ (DBR). 

 

 2. [baptized]  Most read this as being water baptized.  If you ask most, "How were you saved or how 

  did you become a member of the church?"   "I was water baptized into Him or into it!" 

 

Galatians 3:26 - For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  

Galatians 3:27 - For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  
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   **But in this verse (27), there is not one drop of water.  It is dry! 

 

 3. Most people, when they see the word "baptize" think of water.  Is that true?  Answer:  Absolutely  

  not!  
 

   Example:  Matthew 3:11 -  I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after 

  me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, 

  and with fire:  
 

   *It has 3 baptisms: 
 

   a. Water, (b) with the Holy Spirit (power) and (c) fire of judgment.  
 

    Matthew 3:12 - Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his 

   wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.  
 

   b. But here in this passage, in the dispensation of grace, Paul is referring to our spiritual baptism 

   into Christ.  It is impossible to be placed into spiritual union in Christ by water! 

 

 4. The word baptize is the Greek "baptizo" and simply identifies you with something.  I remember  

  seeing a picture of a Jewish man with the numbers on his arm.  He said he had been baptized,  

  meaning he identified with a certain concentration camp.  

 

 5. Example:  I Corinthians 10:1-2 - Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that 

  all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; I Cor. 10:2 And were all baptized 

  unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea;  
 

   When the Israelites passed through the Red Sea, they remained dry.  It is the Egyptians who got wet.  

  Baptism simply means they were leaving - separating from Egypt and identifying with Moses in this 

  experience of crossing the Red Sea. 

 

 6. Here in Galatians 3:27, Paul is saying we have been placed into Christ, into His Body, by the Spirit 

  of God.  There is not a drop of water here. 
 

   I Corinthians 12:12-13 - For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that 

  one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. I Cor. 12:13  For by one Spirit are we all  

  baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been 

  all made to drink into one Spirit.  
    

   a. In Christ, God see us on the cross in the person of Christ.  He saw us die, saw us buried with  

   Him, then saw us resurrected with Christ.  We identify with Him. 

 

   b. In God's omnipotence and omniscience, in His ability to work in the area of the invisible, He has 

   placed us in all these places (DBR).  In the area of the invisible, He has seen everyone of us, who 

   have believed in Christ, in the tomb with Christ and resurrected everyone of us with Christ to a 

   new life. 
 

    Example:  If you went to a morgue and saw an autopsy performed, would you ever see the soul -

   spirit of the person?  No.  Are they not real?  If not real, we would not be here!  The soul and  

   spirit are invisible and humans cannot touch them. 

 

 7. You can baptize the body a thousand times and that will not touch the invisible soul - spirit.  Water  

  baptism never changes the soul - spirit because only God the Spirit can do this in the invisible.   

    

   **Only the Spirit can baptize you, identify you with being in Christ..water can't! 



  8. Through our spiritual baptism into Christ, the Father now accepts us as being identified with His  

  son's DBR (spiritually and invisibly).   
 

   *Now seeing and understanding this Spirit baptism: 
 

   a. Romans 6:3, 5 - Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were  

   baptized into his death?  Rom. 6:5  For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his  

   death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:  
 

    Again, this is Spirit baptism.  The Spirit takes us at salvation, out of our position in Adam, and 

   places us in our new position - standing in Christ.  At that moment, we are united with Christ's 

   Spiritual Body (invisible), and identify with Him so completely that His DBR becomes ours.   

   This makes us to have spiritually died, spiritually been buried, spiritually resurrected to  

   physically and spiritually walk in newness of life. 
 

    Romans 6:4 - Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was  

   raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of  

   life.  
 

   b. In Romans 6, we do not find one drop of water.  If one says water, then these verses would be  

   teaching baptismal regeneration and that would remove grace alone salvation. 

 

    (1) Dr. Kenneth Wuest: "The very Greek construction in the text of Romans 6, eliminates  

    water entirely from verses 3-4.  The water grave theory is entirely traditional and is not  

    based on sound doctrine." 
 

    (2) Dr. William Shedd:  "Romans 6 'buried' contrary to opinion, has no reference to the rite of 

    water baptism, because the burial of verse 4 is not in water, but in a sepulcher.  The word  

    means entombed, not water." 
 

   c. We are baptized into Christ and not into water. 
 

    Note:  On the cross, in one act of infinite grace, Christ became identified with us on Calvary.   

   So we, by an act of simple faith in the gospel, became identified with Him.  

 

 9. Colossians 2:11 - In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in  

 putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:  
 

   a. *This is a spiritual circumcision of the heart (made without hands).  It is not done physically,  

   but here it is done spiritually (invisible to us). 
 

    Romans 2:28-29 - For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision,  

   which is outward in the flesh: Rom. 2:29  But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and  

   circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men,  

   but of God. 
 

   b. In the same context of Colossians 2:11 is the next verse: 
 

    Colossians 2:12 - Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the  

   faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 
 

    *As verse 11 is a spiritual work, so is verse 12.  This baptism is the (operation of God).  God  

   is Spirit, so this baptism has to be spiritual.  If the circumcision is spiritual (and it is), then this 

   baptism is also spiritual! (operation of God) 
 

   c. It states we are (buried with Him), not like Him, but with Him. In Galatians 2:20 it says we are 

   (crucified with Christ).  How?  It is by simple faith.  When we believe, it takes us back to His  
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    DBR to be identified with Him.  In the mind of God, we were there in Christ!   
 

    Note:  If you would have to be physically (buried with Christ), you would also have to somehow 

   be physically crucified to be crucified with Christ.  That is just nonsense! 

 

 10. A Biblical Fact: 
 

   **When we put our faith in Christ and His finished work, there is a spiritual circumcision and a  

  spiritual baptism that God the Holy Spirit performs within us.  He unites us to Christ's Spiritual Body 

  in such a way that Christ's DBR counts as His and ours! 
 

   *We have a complete identification with and in Him: 
 

   Colossians 2:9-10 - For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. Col. 2:10  And ye are 

  complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:  
 

   Romans 6:8 - Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him:  

 

  

 Questions:  

 

 1. What was Galatianism Paul confronted? 

 

 2. What does grace respond to?  Why? 

 

 3. What is Spirit baptism? 

 

 4. What does baptism mean? 

 

 5. How does God see us when we are saved? 

 

 6. How does God accept us now? 

 

 7. What do we find in Romans 6 regarding baptism? 

 

 8. If Romans 6 baptism is water, what would that teach? 

 

 9. What is important about circumcision? 

 

 10.  On baptism, what does "the operation of God" mean? 
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