
 

I Corinthians 1:19-31 

(1) 

 1. Paul has been explaining that God had _____ sent him to baptize, but to preach the gospel that Christ  

  had  revealed to him.  Then he teaches we are not to preach the gospel [with wisdom of words].  This  

  was human logic and opinion of human thinking.  By doing this, it removes the word - message as the  

  _____al authority with human viewpoint. 
 

   Note:  One of the main reasons the majority of people will not embrace rightly dividing is that they have  

  embraced human viewpoints over the final authority of scripture.  That is why they do not _____ the  

  mystery.  They have not established "Nevertheless at Thy ______." 
 

 2. Our desire is to see you involved in learning: 
 

   Ephesians 3:9 - And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the  

  beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:  
 

   *That is our passion, but before that can happen, you must have settled, established in your heart, that  

  God's Word is the final authority. 

 

   **When man's viewpoint and ideas control the church, people will _____ see or understand not only  

  the mystery program, but also not the pure cross-work.  Man will trust in men's words and not the   

  Word's truth about the cross.  This takes ______ faith in the cross's power to save on its _____ and  

  denies God's Word in what it says. 
 
 

 

A. 

 

 

 

 
 

 1. There are only two groups in the world: those [that perish] and those [which are saved].  Their spiritual 

  position and growth will determine their ______uation of the cross. 
 

 2. The wisdom of this world is foolishness (atheism - ________ism - humanism - evolution). 
 

   Romans 1:19-22 - Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed  

  it unto them. Rom. 1:20 - For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 

  being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are  

  without excuse: Rom. 1:21 - Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither 

  were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Rom. 1:22 -  

  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,  
 

   *It is time we believe that the Book - Bible is always ____ght. 
 

   Proverbs 30:33 - Surely the churning of milk bringeth forth butter, and the wringing of the nose bringeth 

  forth blood: so the forcing of wrath bringeth forth strife.  
 

 3. God has and ______ destroy man's wisdom (verse 19 - quote of Isaiah 29:14). 
 

   Isaiah 29:14 - Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this people, even a  

  marvellous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of 

  their prudent men shall be hid.  
 

   a. God is telling Israel (in the Tribulation) that they did not think God could do what He was   

   ______ng them.  You do not think I can do what I said I would do.  You have your ideas and  

   opinions of what I can do.  But when I do what I said I would, I am going to _____troy the wisdom 

   of the wise and man's contrary opinion to my Word. 

 

I Corinthians 1:18-20 - For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which 

are saved it is the power of God. I Cor. 1:19 - For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 

will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. I Cor. 1:20 - Where is the wise? where is the 

scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?  



   b. Remember?  "Yea, hath God said?"  The first thing he did was to _______enge God's authority of 

   His Word. 

 

 4. In verse 20 [where is the wise?].  This is the philosopher..lover of wisdom.  This is the Greek in  

  verse 22. [Then where is the scribe?]  That is the Jew, expert in law, who wrote out the word and  

  then taught it [Where is the disputer of this world?].  Paul asks where is the debater, the controversial 

  reasoner, the one who wants to stand up and _____ue their human viewpoint with God. 
 

   *  God has already made man's wisdom as foolish.  How? 

 

B. 

 

 
 

 1. In the wisdom of God, He did _____ allow the world to discover Him by its wisdom, but it pleased 

  Him to allow the world to know Him through [the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.]  

  Man thought this to be too _____ple, foolish.   

 

 2. *God wants man's encounter with Him to be supernatural, _______ually illuminating, and on   

  _____terms.  Men are not saved by what they know, but by whom they believe.  
 

   I Corinthians 2:14 - But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are  

  foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  
 

   Ephesians 4:18 - Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the 

  ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: 
 

   II Corinthians 4:3-6 - But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: II Cor. 4:4 - In whom  

  the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious 

  gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. II Cor. 4:5 - For we preach not  

  ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake. II Cor. 4:6 - For God, 

  who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 

  knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  

 

C. 

 
 

 1. The Jews wanted to see a demonstration of power ____fore they would believe.  The preaching of the 

  cross embarrassed them, since they were the ______ who consented to Christ's crucifixion.  
 

   *Remember that even Moses had to perform signs before the enslaved Jews would _____ept him as 

  their leader.  
 

   Exodus 4:29-31 - And Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the elders of the children of 

  Israel: Exo. 4:30 - And Aaron spake all the words which the LORD had spoken unto Moses, and did 

  the signs in the sight of the people. Exo. 4:31 - And the people believed: and when they heard that the 

  LORD had visited the children of Israel, and that he had looked upon their affliction, then they bowed 

  their heads and worshipped.  
 

   a. Note:  This is a very important verse showing the Jews to always want "signs" shown to them in 

   order to believe.  This fact should not surprise us.  For ______ years God _____ confirmed His 

   Word to them with signs.  Signs were an important part of Jesus' Kingdom ministry to Israel. 
 

    Matthew 10:6-8 - But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Matt. 10:7 - And as ye go, 

   preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Matt. 10:8 - Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, 

   raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give.  

 

(2) 

I Corinthians 1:21 - For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased 

God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.  

I Corinthians 1:22 - For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:  



   b. "In early Acts (2-7), after the Gospel of the Kingdom had been offered - presented to the  

   Jews, and the Messiahship of Jesus had been confirmed but rejected by them, God put Israel  

   temporarily _______ with her sign gifts (Acts 8:1 - 28:28).  We need to ______gnize that the  

   sign gifts primarily related to Israel and not the church.  When Israel was laid aside, they ceased."  

   Ernest Campbell  

 

 2. The Greeks were constantly seeking wisdom.  They wanted ___tional proof before they would accept. 
 

   *  Remember, some of the Greeks mocked Paul when he preached the ____surrection (supernatural).   
 

   Acts 17:31-32 - Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteous-

  ness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he 

  hath raised him from the dead. Acts 17:32 - And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead,  

  some mocked: and others said, We will hear thee again of this matter.  

 

D. 

 
 

 

 1. In response to the Jews' and Greeks' ____cuses, Paul did not allow that to stop him from proclaiming  

  the cross.  Paul did not show many signs - miracles to the Jews nor did he hardly ever discuss rational 

  proofs to the Greeks.   
 

   *His message contained what men _____ded, not what they _____ted. 

 

 2. "Christ crucified" was a "stumbling block", an offence, a ______dal to them.  To think that Jesus,  

  whom they rejected and helped to crucify, was their very _____ Messiah! 
 

   *Whereas the Gentiles - Greeks regarded "Christ crucified" as ______ishness, as they laughed.  They 

  would say, He could not save _____self; how could He save others?  He could not save them by His 

  life; how could He save them by His death?  To them the cross was ______ness. 

 

 3. Remember, Paul's message consisted of two parts: one was the gospel of salvation. Christ's  

  substitutionary sacrifice is the ______ way of salvation. 
 

   Ephesians 1:7, 13 - In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins,  

  according to the riches of his grace; Eph. 1:13 - In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the  

  word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed  

  with that holy Spirit of promise, 
 

   Romans 4:25 - Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.  
 

   *Two, the Gospel of the _____tery revealed by Christ to Paul: 
 

   Ephesians 3:2-6 - If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to  

  you-ward: Eph. 3:3 - How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore 

  in few words, Eph. 3:4 - Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery  

  of Christ) Eph. 3:5 - Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now  

  revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; Eph. 3:6 - That the Gentiles should be  

  fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:  
 

 

 

 

E. 

 

 

    

(3) 

I Corinthians 1:23 - But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks 

foolishness;  

I Corinthians 1:24 - But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and 

the wisdom of God.  



 1. Paul has divided humans into _______ groups: the Jews, the Gentiles, and those called (Jews and  

  Gentiles saved).  Those called are those synonymous with those saved - believing ones as verse 18 

  says. 
 

   I Corinthians 1:18, 21 - For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto  

  us which are saved it is the power of God. I Cor. 1:21 - For after that in the wisdom of God the world 

  by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.  
 

   Ephesians 4:4 - There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;  
 

   Romans 8:28-30 - And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to  

  them who are the called according to his purpose. Rom. 8:29 - For whom he did foreknow, he also 

  did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 

  brethren. Rom. 8:30 - Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, 

  them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.  
 

 2. This is all understood through _____th.  Now those who believe in the gospel understand Christ's  

  sacrifice, death, and His resurrection as the real power and wisdom of God.  We now marvel at  

  God's greatness and _____plistic solution to man's problem of sin. 
 

   Romans 11:33 - O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how  

  unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!  
 

F. 

 
 

 

 1.  In mentioning God's "foolishness" (simplicity of the gospel), and His "weakness" (His purpose, plan, 

  and love of the foolish), of course he is speaking from the ____believer's point of view.  The very part 

  unbelievers think is ridiculous is truthfully God's greatest _____dom (the cross and Christ crucified). 
 

 2. Paul is saying that even if God possessed foolishness (He does not!), it would be wiser than man's  

  greatest wisdom.  And if God had any weakness (He does not!), it would be stronger than man's  

  greatest strength. 
 

 

G. 

 

 

 1. Paul asks the many _______ful of Corinth to stop and look at themselves.  Paul wanted them to  

  observe and consider their calling and those included in it.  They were to remember their past and  

  then consider their _____sent (B.C. and A.C.). 
 

 2. If honest, they would find _____ wise intellectuals according to the flesh.  There are not many of a 

  great number of persons of rank (mighty) authority, or civil authorities. 
 

   *   It seems that those who respond to God's call are _____vants and ministers, rather than involved in 

  *   the political world (desire to get the gospel out). 
 

   II Timothy 2:4, 10 - No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may 

  please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. II Tim. 2:10 - Therefore I endure all things for the 

  elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.  
 

 3. [noble] are those ______ superior because of their family's position in life, from a higher class of  

  society. 
 

   *Regardless of one's position in life, God did not _____or in calling nobility and society's leaders to  

  salvation (not many, but only a few). 

(4) 

I Corinthians 1:25 - Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is 

stronger than men.  

I Corinthians 1:26 - For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not 

many mighty, not many noble, are called:  



 4. Matthew 11:25 -  At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 

  earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto  

  babes. 
 

   "Think, if the wise, mighty, and noble had a monopoly on salvation, how _____tle glory would go to 

  God!"  Dr. Stam 

 

H. 

 

 

 

 
 

 1. [But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise;]  In society's eye, God  

  has saved the ____ferior, uneducated, gullible, silly, weak, geeks, and the less intelligent people of 

  the world.   
 

   *But God's choices are often _____osite of how the world would pick one.  God's choices confuse the 

  world; they are perplexed, and even ashamed of us.  God chooses the foolish to put to shame those 

  esteeming themselves wise. 

 

 2. [the weak things..to confound the things which are mighty;]  The mighty are ______ned at us who  

  are seemingly weak individuals, at how strong our life is, and we did not go through one of their  

  programs. 
 

   *We went from sinner to saint, from being the ______ unlikely people to succeed.  But we in grace  

  have been transformed - changed into vessels of _____or who stand for Christ's ways. 

 

 3. [base things]  This is those of us who come from a _____life, not refined, born on the wrong side of  

  the tracks.  We experienced a ______ hand, at times a difficult life.  We had few material things. 
 

   *The successful minded elitists are ______led.  They say, "why them?" They are the ones who  

  seemingly have the answers to life's fulfillment.  When looking at us in our contentment (in Christ), 

  they think: "_____ could that be?"  

 

 4. [are despised,]  These are those who are beholding to others, ____pendent upon others to make it in 

  life. They are looked down upon by most.  These are the people that the world writes off.  Perhaps  

  they have been soiled by sin, divorced, a different color, addicted to alcohol, drugs, or immortality. 
 

   *Often these types of people are rejected, isolated, frowned upon, ____ desirable, and even forgotten. 

   

 5. [which are not, to bring to nought things that are:]  These are those who are never, ever considered by 

  the world.  They are continually ______looked.    
 

   *So God moves upon the most _____likely people.  This stuns the world because believers are the 

  ones who have peace, strength, and a behavior that ____fluences others.  We live from a _____lical 

  viewpoint and do not cave in to human wisdom! 

 

I. 

   

 

 

 

  

(5) 

I Corinthians 1:27-28 - But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and 

God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; I Cor. 1:28 - 

And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which 

are not, to bring to nought things that are:  

I Corinthians 1:29-31 - That no flesh should glory in his presence. I Cor. 1:30 - But of him are ye in 

Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and  

redemption: I Cor. 1:31 - That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.  



 1. This shows the reason God does this.  God will not share His glory with any human being or angelic 

  hosts.  He is showing that man's wisdom that excludes God is never glorified by God.  Man's wisdom 

  has only left mankind lifeless, _____ty, and in desperate ______ of God's grace.  

 

 2. He is showing here that salvation is not based upon man's ability, accomplishments, fame, fortune, 

  status, or wisdom.  Man has ______ing of his own to contribute to his salvation, or reason God should 

  call him.  Why?  That God ____ways is to receive _____ the glory. 
 

   *Here is who we truly were, to who we are today ____saved: 
 

   I Corinthians 6:9-11 - Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not 

  deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves 

  with mankind, I Cor. 6:10 - Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, 

  shall inherit the kingdom of God. I Cor. 6:11 - And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but  

  ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

(6) 


