
 

I Thessalonians 2:11-13 

(1) 

 

*Paul preached as a father to them.  Even though he was busy, he still made time for each of them [every one of 

you].   If possible, one on one is key to helping mature one.  Why? 
 

1. [we exhorted]  With new believers, some things were difficult at first to grasp.  They needed Paul's team to 

 come alongside them to help counsel and encourage them to continue for the Lord. 
 

2. [and comforted]  Paul not only made them feel better, he also helped them to want to do better.  *When they 

    , they tried to do better each time. 
 

 *Paul had been there to console, support, sustain, hold on, lift-up, and help ease their pain. 
 

3. [and charged]  Paul would give a testimony out of his own life's experiences to show how God helped and 

 taught him. 
 

  II Corinthians 1:4 - Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are 

 in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.  
 

  **Remember, the Thessalonian believers had been pagans who had recently offered offerings to gods and 

 goddesses!  They had idols in their homes, and Paul's message caused them to stop idolatry, throw away their 

idols, and follow the only true God (1:9). For some, that was a battle. That is why Paul's team worked with 

them as a parent.   

 

1.    Paul desired these believers to [walk worthy of God].  It has the idea of living in such a godly way that God          

 would be proud of them. 
 

  III John 4 - I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.  
 

  Colossians 1:10 - That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, 

 and increasing in the knowledge of God;  
 

 *They were to live by a code of conduct.  It was to be a behavior that reflected Christ and the Word.  
 

2. [who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.] 
 

 a. God had moved them, convicted and convinced them of the truth of the gospel.  They had believed and 

 were continuing in their faith. 
 

  Ephesians 4:1 - I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation  

 wherewith ye are called,  
 

 b. The kingdom here is referring to the present rule of God.   (1) There is the literal kingdom on earth  

 promised to Israel, (2) God's rule of the spiritual heavenly kingdom, and (3) God's rule over all  

 the universe that includes the heaven and earth (His over-all rule). 
 

   Psalms 19:1-2 - The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.   

  Psalms 19:2 - Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.  

 

 

 
 

I Thessalonians 2:11 - As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you, as a father 

doth his children,  

I Thessalonians 2:12 - That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.  



  **Here, Paul is saying to live the glory given to you now, and imagine what you will experience in  

 future glory! 
 

   II Thessalonians 2:14 - Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord

  Jesus Christ.  
 

   Romans 8:18 - For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared  with 

     the glory which shall be revealed in us.  
 

Note:  This passage gives us an example of the importance of follow-up on new believers.  As a result of this, the 

     Thessalonica Church became a model church of the Word. 
 

 

1. They appreciated and reverenced God's Word.  They had not received it as men's word but as the very Word 

of God. 
 

 **Us?  We must never treat the Bible as any other book.  The way a believer treats his Bible shows how he  

regards God.  Jesus Christ is the living Word (John 1:1. 14), and the Bible is the written Word; however, both 

are the same. 

 

2. Both the living and written Word are holy.  The Holy Spirit gave birth to the man Jesus through a godly 

woman (I Timothy 2:5) and the Holy Bible through holy men of God. 
 

 Luke 1:35 - And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power 

of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called 

the Son of God.  
 

 II Peter 1:21 - Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your 

faith and hope might be in God. 
 

 *Both Jesus Christ and the Word are eternal: 
 

 Revelation 1:18 - I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the 

keys of hell and of death.  
 

 Psalms 119:89 - For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.  
 

 I Peter 1:23, 25 - Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which 

liveth and abideth for ever. I Peter 1:25 - But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word 

which by the gospel is preached unto you.  

 

3. They not only heard the Word but received it into their hearts and made it a part of their lives. 
 

 *We do this by studying to understand.  We meditate on it or think it through so that it becomes a part of our 

mindset. 
 

 *  Wiersby:  "In England, after the Word's given, instead of running out to their cars and activities, the  

*  congregation would sit for a few moments to meditate on the Word and allow the Spirit to minister to  

    them on what they just heard." 

 

4. [which effectually worketh also in you that believe.]  
 

 a. As the Thessalonians in faith obeyed - yielded to God's Word, the Word went to work in their lives.   

  *Lesson? 

 

 (2) 

I Thessalonians 2:13 - For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of 

God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which 

effectually worketh also in you that believe.  



 b. It is not enough to respect - reverence, and even study the Bible.  We must apply its truths to our daily 

 conduct.  It is when practicing the truth learned, that the Word's truth becomes real to us. 
 

  **If we welcome the Word (heart), study the Word (mind), and then apply the Word (will), our whole 

 person will change through the power of God.   
 

   Galatians 2:20 - I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and 

  the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave  

  himself for me.  
 

   Romans 6:22 - But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit  

  unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.  
 

 c. It has been said:  "The Bible is the place Christians are meant to live, not just visit." 
 

   *Think*  God's Word is to guide us in living; is to be the standard in how we evaluate our walk;  

  is to give us our strength and promises for each day; is to give us true God-given wisdom in a foolish 

  world; is to reveal God Himself, and give us hope and encouragement in our trials and difficulties. 

 

5. The Word (perhaps we have forgotten) is:  inspired, inerrant, infallible, impeccable, verbally inspired,  

preserved, perfect, pure, and powerful. 
 

 Hebrews 4:12 - For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword,  

piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner  

of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 

6. But today within Christendom, there are many who corrupt God's book and are wolves in sheep's clothing. 
 

 Acts 20:29 - For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing 

the flock.  
 

 II Thessalonians 2:2 - That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word,  

nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.  
 

 a. Today, this corruption has continued with the many new versions of the Bible.  These Bibles come 

  mostly from corrupt texts of Westcott and Hort that most universities and seminaries use. 
 

 b. Throughout Christendom's churches and denominations, they are following the RCC texts!   These 

  organizations deviate from the texts of the KJV in hundreds of places (and are in error). 

 

   (1) **It is often said that since we do not have the original texts, we do not have an infallible Bible.  

   They take the texts (Hebrew and Greek), both good and bad together, and write a new version of 

   the Bible.  They think that the scholars today know more than the old ones.  Of course, this is not 

   true. 
 

   (2) Just remember, the God who inspired us is the same God who preserves His true Word so we can 

   have His Word today.  The Bible (KJV) does not contain the Word of God, but it is all the very 

   Word of God. 
 

    Psalms 12:6-7 - The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth,  

   purified seven times. Psalms 12:7 - Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them  

   from this generation for ever.  
 

    *The Thessalonians received, believed, applied, and proclaimed it the very Word of God.  Paul 

   honors them for this! 
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