
 

 

GALATIANS 3:28-4:3 

 In verse 27 it says [have put on Christ].  In the invisible, God puts Christ's righteousness to them that  

 believe.  Now in our identified position, He sees Christ's covering us.  That makes us accepted as His  

children. 
 

 **It was said in Roman times that when a boy went through the rites of sonship, he was given a special 

toga distinguishing him as a grownup son.  *This happens to us when the Holy Spirit does His baptizing 

work with us. 
 

 

A. 

 

 
 

 1. Paul here addresses a problem that was rampant in Galatia and still exists today.  People were being 

  divided by race, social status, and gender preference.  This caused separation, bitterness and hatred of 

  others. 
 

 2. Paul gives the divine solution to man's sinful divisions.  Paul's gospel revealed the spiritual equality 

  of all people.  Our past lost identity does not exist anymore before God.  Everyone in Christ possesses 

  the same identity. 
 

   a. Paul says Jews and Gentiles are one - equal as joint members of the Body.  All are the same and 

   no one has the advantage over the other.  This oneness is part of the mystery revealed to Paul.  
 

   b. Paul also says though one is in Christ, the divisions are not done away with in their state in the 

   world. 
 

    Example:  A slave who became a believer did not become equal with his master.  He was still a 

   slave in the flesh.  If both masters and slaves became believers, they were equal spiritually and 

   should love one another.  So in the church setting, their standing before God was the same.   

   **Within a society often equality is not accepted nor permitted (China-Russia-Saudi Arabia- 

   Canada).  
 

   c. The same goes for male and female.  Truthfully, Paul's message has elevated women more than 

   anything the world offers. 
 

   d. This does not mean ones race, political status, or sex is changed at conversion. It does mean  

   these things are of no value or a handicap when it comes to our spiritual relationship with God. 
 

    *The Law enhanced these distinctions, but God in grace has declared all men to be on the same 

   level so that He can show mercy upon all. 
 

 

 

 

B. 

 

 

 1. [And if ye be Christ's,]  In view of our being saved and being placed in Christ. 

 

 2. [then are ye Abraham's seed]  Remember 3:16.  Being joined to Christ makes us part of that one seed 

  ("which is Christ") 
 

   *For sure the Judaizers were telling the Galatians that they could not be Abraham's seed without be-

  ing circumcised.  That was an essential part of the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 17).  But Paul says 

   being in Christ (faith in DBR) is being Abraham's spiritual seed of faith. 

Galatians 3:28 - There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 

female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.  

Galatians 3:29 - And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
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  3. [and heirs according to the promise.]  We do not receive the physical promises:  land - throne -  

  kingdom - which are Israel's.  We receive through Abraham the promise of justification by faith 

  just as he did when he believed what God said. 
 

   Genesis 15:4-6 - And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, This shall not be thine 

  heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir. Gen. 15:5  And he  

  brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to  

  number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. Gen. 15:6  And he believed in the LORD; 

  and he counted it to him for righteousness. 
 

   Romans 4:3, 5 - For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for 

  righteousness. Rom. 4:5  But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, 

  his faith is counted for righteousness. 

 

C. 

 

 

 1. Here Paul reaches to the Roman - Greek culture where the rich ones would hire tutors.  Those tutors' 

  responsibilities were to prepare their employer's child to become the legal son, their heir. 
 

   a. *Remember, as long as the child (no maturity) was a child, he differed nothing from the servants 

   of the house, even though he would become lord over all.  
    

   b. This meant he was a blood heir of the father.  But until he had finished his time of tutoring, he 

   had no more authority in the family than a servant.  He could not use his heirship.  *Like today, 

   families leave financial assistance, but the child cannot touch it until they are 18 or 21. 

 

 2. Here, a potential heir did not receive the rite of inheritance until: 
 

   a. His rich relative dies. 
    

   b. Or until he reaches a certain age stipulated by his father.  *It is his by blood - promise, but not 

   until he experienced adulthood. 

 

 3. [the heir] It is the one in line to inherit something that is the legal child in the family.   
 

   *  In Rome's culture, the family adopted their own children.  It had to do with money, property, and 

  *  law. 

 

 4. [as long as he is a child]  When he was an infant, adolescent, he had to wait for the time he was  

  finally - formally pronounced mature and responsible.  The child in his early stage was considered to 

  be a minor. 

 

 5. [though he be lord of all]  Since he has his father's nature - blood in him, he has the birthright. 

 

   *  This meant in the future he could have his father's inheritance, but he has to wait for his adulthood. 

 
 

D. 

    

 1. The child heirs had to stay under the tutors until the child was old enough to take on the family  

  business' responsibility.  This time was set by the father until he was satisfied with his child's maturity 

   to then make him a full heir with the father.  

       

     

Galatians 4:1 - Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though 

he be lord of all;  

Galatians 4:2 - But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father.  



    

   *Until that time, the young heir was told what to do and not to do.  The son took orders just as the  

  servants did.  
 

   *  You do not give a child a loaded gun, and you do not give an estate with responsibility to a child! 

 

 2. When the child reached his father's appointed time, the heir ceased to be under the tutor's power  

  and control.  The heir was declared now to be the mature legal son and now ready to handle his  

  inheritance. 

 

   Note context:  [tutors] told the younger what to do -                                       They represented 

         [governors] told the younger and older what to do -                 the law.   

 

 

E. 

    

 1. More than likely Paul is referring here to himself as a Jew under the law.  He explains that this illus-

  tration (tutors over a child) is a spiritual lesson so that the Galatians could understand and apply its 

  truth to where they were.  
 

   a. Paul explains that at one time we Jews were under the law's tutorship.  It always controlled and 

   brought them under bondage.  
 

   b. Remember at the Jerusalem Council where the Jewish kingdom believers gave Paul grief for his 

   gospel.  Finally Peter stood up for Paul and told them not to put the Gentiles under the law's  

   bondage. 
 

    Acts 15:10 -  Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples,  

   which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? 
 

    **The law had such demands that were impossible to keep.  God had to show man there was no 

   way to measure up to God's holy standard.  So the law became a yoke that the Jewish fathers, and 

   even the 12 Apostles at Jerusalem, could not keep. 
    

   c. The law could not bring anyone out of sin.  The Jews were enslaved to the impossible task of  

   daily doing the rituals, ceremonies, and deeds.  These law things only reminded them what  

   they could do or not do. 
 

    **Remember, this was before justification by faith. 
 

    Galatians 3:23-25 - But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith  

   which should afterwards be revealed. Gal. 3:24  Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to  

   bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. Gal. 3:25  But after that faith is come, 

   we are no longer under a schoolmaster.  

 

 2. [under the elements of the world:]   
 

   a. This is referring to the religious systems, rules and regulations used by both Jews and Gentiles to 

   try to achieve salvation by human effort - works.   
 

    *  The world at that time, outside of the Jew's religion, was very paganistic and absent of the  

   *   truth and light of God.  
     

   b. Paul is saying that before Christ came into the world, the Jews were under the guardianship of the 

   law; the Gentiles were under the Law of Conscience and paganistic rules.  This shows both 

    were children. 
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Galatians 4:3 - Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world:  



    **Paul says all those who desire to live under the restraints and bondage of the law are like kids.  

   They are immature adolescents who have not reached maturity. 

 

 3. Paul's plea to these Galatians is, after you are saved, please do not exchange your adulthood, with  

   its inheritance, for childhood again.  Do not go back again under legalistic rules you are no longer  

  required or obligated to obey!   
 

   Colossians 2:14, 20-22 - Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was 

  contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; Col. 2:20  Wherefore if ye be dead 

  with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to  

  ordinances, Col. 2:21  (Touch not; taste not; handle not; Col. 2:22  Which all are to perish with the 

  using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?  
 

   Ephesians 1:6-7 - To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the be

  loved. Eph. 1:7  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to 

  the riches of his grace; 
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