
GENESIS 12:  Abram and Covenants 

 1. As we have seen, the people (post flood) went in idolatry.  They were wanting to be their own god, so 

  they gathered together against God.  They set nationalism, the making of nations, aside to build their 

  religious shrine to the heavens.  For doing this God judged them by confounding their languages.   

  That scattered them into tribes where they became different, autonomous nations. 

 

 2. God set them aside to continue in their folly of sin.  God then calls out a man by the name of Abram. 
 

   Acts 7:2-4 - And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our 

  father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran, Acts 7:3 - And said unto 

  him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and come into the land which I shall shew  

  thee. Acts 7:4 - Then came he out of the land of the Chaldaeans, and dwelt in Charran: and from  

  thence, when his father was dead, he removed him into this land, wherein ye now dwell.  

 

 3. God chose one people, one nation, and set them apart from the other nations.  God will use them  

  to say to the world, "Look at this people because I am going to make them different.  Their nation  

  will demonstrate what it is to have the only true God as their God.  They are going to be my  

  representatives before everybody else, and the world will say:" 
 

   Deuteronomy 4:5-7 - Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the LORD my God 

  commanded me, that ye should do so in the land whither ye go to possess it. Deu. 4:6 - Keep therefore 

  and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the nations, which shall 

  hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people. Deu. 4:7 - 

  For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the LORD our God is in all  

  things that we call upon him for?  

 

 4. God sets Israel apart as a special nation (His!) and holds a diplomatic relation with her.  He does not 

  do this with any other nation on earth like he does with Israel. 
 

   *  And if anyone wanted to get to God, they had to go to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob!  He 

  *  was their God.  It is through the nation of Israel that God will bring to pass what He declared and 

      promised in Genesis 3:15.  Through Israel will be the means through which God repossesses the 

      earth. 

 

A. 

 

 

 

 1. Abram lived in Babylonia, Ur of the Chaldees around 2,000 B.C.  Ur was an advanced city with  

  schools, government, libraries, shopping, eating places, museums, two-story houses, and indoor  

  plumbing!  Ur was on the Persian Gulf on a seaport.  It is said to be the most beautiful city known. 

 

 2. Abrams's father is Terah, and his two brothers were Nahor and Haron.  Haron is the father of Lot and 

  he dies before his father Terah does.  Abram's half-sister is Sarai. 

 

 3. It may be that Terah and Abram were both called out by God. 
 

   Note:  Genesis 11:31-32 -   And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran his son's son, 

  and Sarai his daughter in law, his son Abram's wife; and they went forth with them from Ur of the  

  Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan; and they came unto Haran, and dwelt there. Gen. 11:32 -  

  And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years: and Terah died in Haran.  

 

 

Genesis 12:1 - Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, 

and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee:  



   They both set out to Canaan - father, son, nephew, and half sister.  But they were delayed in Haran.  

  The prosperity and comfort at Haran was too great a temptation for Terah.  He even got involved in 

  idolatry! 
 

   Joshua 24:2 - And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Your fathers 

  dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of 

  Nachor: and they served other gods.  
 

   It was at this point that Terah became spiritually dead to God's plan and will.  It was not long until 

  Terah physically died.  God then turned to Abram: 
 

   Genesis 12:1 - "Get thee out..from thy father's house."  Terah's delay no longer would cause  

  hesitation to God's plan for His new nation.  Abram would take the lead. 
 

   *  Abram went away from most of everything he knew to total dependence on God! 

 

B. 

 

 

 
 

 *   God gives here His sevenfold provision to the Abrahamic Covenant. 
 

 1. It will make of thee a great nation, (2) and I will bless thee, (3) and make thy name great; (4) and thou 

  shalt be a blessing: (5) and I will bless them that bless thee: (6) and curse him that curseth thee: (7) 

  and in thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 
 

   a. [a great nation]  This will finally lead to a kingdom.  A little later Abram's name will be changed 

   to Abraham.  It means Father of many nations. 
 

   b. [bless thee]  Abram became wealthy, healthy, powerful (family and servants), and God had favor 

   on him.  He actually is called by God, His friend! 
 

   c. [name great]  This was not just being popular, but it is being known as a great man!  **Dome of 

   the rock. 
 

   d. [be a blessing]  Abraham has been a channel of blessings to many over the years. 
 

    Romans 4:1, 3 - What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath 

   found?  Rom. 4:3 -  For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto 

   him for righteousness.  
 

    Galatians 3:8, 14 - And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, 

   preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. Gal. 3:14 -  

   That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might 

   receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 
 

   e. [bless them that bless thee]           This has been historically true.  Governments that   

               have persecuted the Jews, or harmed their right of  

              land given them by God, have fallen or will fall and be 

              hurt badly. (Middle East countries, Europe, England, 

   f. [curse him that curseth thee]      Russia, etc.) 
               

    *America, in our past history, has been Israel's friend.  However, in recent years there have 

   been many voices against her.  The more we go toward socialism, the more intense the  

   opposition against Israel.  God will not overlook this! 

 
    

(2) 

Genesis 12:2-3 - And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; 

and thou shalt be a blessing: Gen. 12:3 - And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that 

curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.  



   g. [in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed] 

 

    (1) Physically through Israel the world has been blessed.  Israel has had more Nobel Peace Prize 

    winners per capita than any nation in the world.  This was until recently with the world  

    becoming anti-semetic!  Israel has blessed us academically, economically, scientifically,  

    medically, environmentally, agriculturally, and militarily (rockets-nuclear-iron dome). 
 

    (2) Spiritually through Israel came our Savior: 
 

     Genesis 3:15 to Galatians 3:14, 16, 29.  

 

 2. This covenant later was expanded and confirmed again: 
 

    a. Genesis 13:14-18 - And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him,  

   Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and 

   eastward, and westward: Gen. 13:15 - For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and 

   to thy seed for ever. Gen. 13:16 - And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a 

   man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered. Gen. 13:17 - Arise, 

   walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee.  

    Gen. 13:18 - Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is 

   in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the LORD.  
 

    The land of Palestine belongs to the Jews.  It is just as the title deed to earth belongs to God, yet 

   Satan and his evil system control it at this moment.  The UN does not own Israel's land just  

   because they think they can give portions of it away!  God has signed the deed of that territory 

   over to Abraham's seed! 
  

   b. Genesis 15:14-18 - And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall 

   they come out with great substance. Gen. 15:15 - And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou 

   shalt be buried in a good old age. Gen. 15:16 - But in the fourth generation they shall come hither 

   again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full. Gen. 15:17 - And it came to pass, that, when 

   the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed 

   between those pieces. Gen. 15:18 - In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram,  

   saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river 

   Euphrates:  
 

    *It was God who walked between the sacrifice making the fulfillment of the covenant up to God 

   and not man.  That makes it an unconditional covenant since God always fulfills His promise! 
 

    *  A conditional covenant (Moses' Law) says if you do, I will.    
 

   c. Genesis 17:2-8 - And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee  

   exceedingly. Gen. 17:3 - And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying,  

    Gen. 17:4 - As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many  

   nations. Gen. 17:5 - Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be  

   Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee. Gen. 17:6 - And I will make thee  

   exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. Gen. 17:7 - 

   And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their genera- 

   tions for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. Gen. 17:8 - 

   And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the 

   land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.  
 

    Now kings were connected with this covenant.  When kings are involved, that means you have a 

   throne.  This will be called the Davidic Covenant.  Israel with thrones will be a dynasty. 
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   d. Genesis 22:  The story of Abraham offering up Isaac on Mt. Mariah.  
 

    *This was not a random event or place.  It is where God ordained Abraham to act out the event 

   pointing to the Redeemer's crucifixion.  Think:  
 

    (1) Abraham offered his only son - God - John 3:16 
 

    (2) Isaac carried the wood of the sacrifice - Jesus carried His cross for His sacrifice 
 

    (3) Isaac cried out to his father - Jesus also cried out to His Father 
 

    (4) Isaac escaped death after 3 days - Jesus arose after 3 days 
 

    (5) Abraham said God will provide a lamb - God provided His Son for sacrifice 
 

    (6) God provided a ram/male sheep - God provided His male Son as the sacrifice 
 

    (7) The ram's head was caught in a thicket - Jesus wore a crown of thorns on His head 

     (thorns - Genesis 22:29) 
 

    (8) Abraham's sacrifice was at a special location - Jesus was crucified on the same mountain 
 

   e. On the basis of the New Covenant through the Redeemer, God will once for all bring about  

   Israel's land, throne and Redeemer.  Israel will ultimately be married to the land.  She has been 

   divorced, but her Redeemer will restore her relationship with Him and her land. 
 

    *Beulah land - Israel will be married to the land by God!  God will see that it is done. 
 

    Isaiah 62:4 - Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be termed 

   Desolate: but thou shalt be called Hephzibah, and thy land Beulah: for the LORD delighteth in 

   thee, and thy land shall be married.  
 

    Acts 3:25-26 - Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our 

   fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. Acts 

   3:26 - Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away 

   every one of you from his iniquities.  
 

    Jeremiah 31:31, 33, 34 - Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant 

   with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: Jer. 31:33 - But this shall be the covenant 

   that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in 

   their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.  

    Jer. 31:34 - And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 

   saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of 

   them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.  
 

    Ezekial 36:24-25, 27-28 - For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all 

   countries, and will bring you into your own land. Eze. 36:25 - Then will I sprinkle clean water 

   upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse 

   you. Eze. 36:27 - And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and 

   ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. Eze. 36:28 - And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave 

   to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.  
 

    II Samuel 7:11-13, 16 - And as since the time that I commanded judges to be over my people  

   Israel, and have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. Also the LORD telleth thee that he 

   will make thee an house. II Sam. 7:12 - And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with 

   thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will  

   establish his kingdom. II Sam. 7:13 - He shall build an house for my name, and I will stablish  

   the throne of his kingdom for ever. II Sam. 7:16 - And thine house and thy kingdom shall be  

   established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever.  
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    Note:  
 

    Palestine Covenant    Davidic Covenant    New Covenant 

           *land*        *throne*        *Redeemer* 

 

             

              

           Confirmed - Expanded 

     

 
 

 

    

   f. Confirmed to Isaac. 
 

    Genesis 26:3-4, 24 - Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee, 

   and unto thy seed, I will give all these countries, and I will perform the oath which I sware unto 

   Abraham thy father; Gen. 26:4 - And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and 

   will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be  

   blessed; Gen. 26:24 - And the LORD appeared unto him the same night, and said, I am the God  

   of Abraham thy father: fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for 

   my servant Abraham's sake.  
 

   g. Confirmed to Jacob. 
 

    Genesis 28:3-4, 12-13 - And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, 

   that thou mayest be a multitude of people; Gen. 28:4 - And give thee the blessing of Abraham, to 

   thee, and to thy seed with thee; that thou mayest inherit the land wherein thou art a stranger, which 

   God gave unto Abraham. Gen. 28:12 - And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, 

   and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it.  

    Gen. 28:13 - And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham 

   thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; 
 

    **Note: 
 

    Exodus 2:23-24 -  And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died: and the  

   children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God 

   by reason of the bondage. Exo. 2:24 - And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his 

   covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.  
 

    Deuteronomy 1:8 - Behold, I have set the land before you: go in and possess the land which the 

   LORD sware unto your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give unto them and to their seed 

   after them.  
 

    Leviticus 26:42 - Then will I remember my covenant with Jacob, and also my covenant with  

   Isaac, and also my covenant with Abraham will I remember; and I will remember the land. 
 

    Jeremiah 31:35-37 - Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the  

   ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the  

   waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name: Jer. 31:36 - If those ordinances depart from 

   before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me 

   for ever. Jer. 31:37 - Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations 

   of the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have 

   done, saith the LORD. 
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Abrahamic Covenant 
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 *   We learned, and have a few questions:  

 

 1. In the midst of the majority's unbelief toward God, His mercy has no end. 

 

 2. Sometimes before God's promises are fulfilled, there are delays. 

 

 3. Isn't it amazing how God will work in a lost person's life before salvation. 
 

   Genesis 15:5-6 - And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the 

  stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. Gen. 15:6 - And he 

  believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.  

 

 4. Are trials that one goes through by accident?  Why? 

 

 5. What happens when one's faith does believe - trust in God? 

 

 6. Why did God set Israel apart as a special - unique nation? 

 

 7. What was the temptation that stopped Terah from following God's will? 

 

 8. What would be the most difficult thing for Abram to do? 

 

 9. What are the three covenants related to the Abrahamic Covenant? 
 

    P __________  D __________ N __________ 

 

 10. What does Abraham's name mean and what did God call him? 

 

 11. Through Abraham and his seed they were to be the c____________ for others to God? 

 

 12. What does history prove concerning Israel? 

 

 13. Why was the true story of Abraham and Isaac so important? 

 

 14. What is the most important truth about Shem and his descendants? 

 

 15. What truth stood out to you about this little study on Abram? 
 

   *  A truth about us Gentiles:  
 

   Ephesians 2:11-13 - Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who  

  are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;  

  Eph. 2:12 -  That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, 

  and  strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:  

  Eph. 2:13 - But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of  

  Christ.  
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