
 

I Corinthians 2:6-9 

(1) 

A. 

 

 

  

 1. Here Paul shows that the mystery is the wisdom of God.  God's wisdom is incomparable, incompre- 

  hensible to man and Satan and his cohorts.  They thought they were wise in crucifying Christ only to  

  find out, in crucifying Christ, that God had beaten them in their own craftiness. 
 

   *What they thought had defeated God (cross - Son's death), in truth, is what defeated them and gave  

  God the victory!  

 

 2. The wisdom of the world was ignorant to who Christ truly was.  They did not spiritually - physically  

  perceive nor understand the significance of Jesus on the cross. 
 

   a. Acts 3:15, 17-19 - And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof  

   we are witnesses. Acts 3:17 - And now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did also  

   your rulers. Acts 3:18 - But those things, which God before had shewed by the mouth of all his  

   prophets, that Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled. Acts 3:19 - Repent ye therefore, and be  

   converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the  

   presence of the Lord;  
 

    *I believe this also shows that ignorance is no excuse.   
 

   b. Not one of the rulers knew anything of the hidden mystery, the wisdom of God, until revealed to  

   Paul.  This shows there was a good time of ignorance prior to Paul (Genesis to Acts 9-ff).  This  

   was true of the prophets and even Jesus' disciples. 
 

    (1) Luke 18:31-34 - Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to  

    Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be  

    accomplished. Luke 18:32 - For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked,  

    and spitefully entreated, and spitted on: Luke 18:33 - And they shall scourge him, and put him 

    to death: and the third day he shall rise again. Luke 18:34 - And they understood none of these 

    things: and this saying was hid from them, neither knew they the things which were spoken.  
 

    (2) Paul: 
 

     Galatians 1:12 - For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation  

    of Jesus Christ.  
 

     I Timothy 1:16 - Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might  

    shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to 

    life everlasting.  
 

     Ephesians 3:1-3 - For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, Eph. 3:2 - 

    If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: Eph.  

    3:3 - How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few  

    words,  

 

 3. [Which none of the princes of this world knew] We know (Word) that the earthly humans - princes  

  did not know the mystery nor the purpose of the Son of God.  Also, this is speaking of Satan and his  

  demonic forces. 

 

 

I Corinthians 2:6-8 - Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this 

world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: I Cor. 2:7 - But we speak the wisdom of God 

in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: I Cor. 2:8 - 

Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the 

Lord of glory.  



   a. *These demonic rulers work through human rulers (Tyre-Judas). 
 

   b. Satan and man did not understand the cross nor the upcoming eternal plan of the mystery [for  

   had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory]! 
 

 4. Think about the mystery's truths: 
 

   a. It reveals the meaning of the cross.  The O.T. does reveal that the crucifixion would take place 

   (Psalms 22; Isaiah 53).  However, it never reveals the accomplishments of the cross.  In Isaiah 

   53:8, it says [for the transgression of my people (the Jews) was He stricken], but says nothing of 

   the Gentiles or faith in the cross alone. 
 

   b. It was not until Christ revealed the mystery to Paul that we learn redemption is solely through 

   faith in His blood alone without any works required to show our faith.  This all involved the new 

   mystery program - the Dispensation of Grace. 
 

    Ephesians 1:7 - In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins,  

   according to the riches of his grace;  
 

   c. The mystery reveals God's Gentile program: 
 

    Romans 11:25 - For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye  

   should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness 

   of the Gentiles be come in.  
 

    (1) *Under the Prophetic Program, the Gentiles were blessed through Israel's rising: 
 

     Isaiah 60:3 - And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy  

    rising. 
 

    (2) *But under the mystery program (today!), through Israel's blindness - fall, salvation is come 

    unto the Gentiles to provoke the Jews to jealousy. 
 

     Romans 11:11 - I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather 

    through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy.  
 

   d. It reveals the catching away of the New Body Church: 
 

    I Thessalonians 4:17 - Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with  

   them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  
 

    I Corinthians 15:51-52 - Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

   changed, I Cor. 15:52 - In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet 

   shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  
 

    I Thessalonians 1:10, 5:9 - And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, 

   even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come. I Thes. 5:9 - For God hath not appointed 

   us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
 

   e. It reveals the one union and the equality of Jew and Gentile. 
 

    Ephesians 5:30, 32 - For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. Eph. 5:32 - 

   This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.  
 

    Ephesians 2:11-13 - Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who 

   are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;  

    Eph. 2:12 - That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of  

   Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the  

   world: Eph. 2:13 - But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by  

   the blood of Christ.  
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    Ephesians 3:6 - That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of 

   his promise in Christ by the gospel:  
 

    (1) *Before the Dispensation of Grace, Gentiles were considered second-class citizens since  

    only Israel had the favor of God and His promises! 
 

    (2) If man had known this wisdom of God, he nor Satan would never have crucified Christ. 

 

 5. These verses teach us that Satan, kept in the dark, was fooled into bringing about, by his own hands, 

  the complete ruin of his entire plan of evil.  It was not only just his dominion of earth and heaven,  

  but also the fact that Christ broke the fear of death Satan would use against mankind. 
 

   a. Romans 8:38 - For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 

   powers, nor things present, nor things to come,  
 

    John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11 - Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world 

   be cast out. John 14:30 - Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world  

   cometh, and hath nothing in me. John 16:11 - Of judgment, because the prince of this world is 

   judged.  
 

    Hebrews 2:14-15 - Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also  

   himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the  

   power of death, that is, the devil; Heb. 2:15 - And deliver them who through fear of death were 

   all their lifetime subject to bondage.  
 

    I John 3:8 - He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For 

   this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.  
 

    *Why does God say so much concerning this? 
 

   b. Colossians 2:15 - And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, 

   triumphing over them in it (cross).  
 

    The demonic forces are with their chief prince and the cross has defeated him - them with  

   humiliation.  They no longer have authority, jurisdiction, command, and control.  Gen. 3:15   

    has - will be fulfilled. 

 

 6. Though the unknown mystery was kept secret in order to defeat Satan, now the mystery has been  

  made known unto us all through Paul's epistles. 
 

   *Today we are privileged to know God's plan for us in the Body of Christ.  Our Head, the Lord Jesus 

  Christ, has overall dominion within the Godhead's plan of redemption. 

 

B. 

 

 
 

 1. This actually is not speaking of Heaven which will be unimaginable.  Paul is speaking of the eternal 

  purpose of God that has been kept secret since the world began (Romans 16:25).  This truth has been 

  hid from ages and from generations (Colossians 1:26) until it was revealed to Paul, our Apostle, by  

  direct revelation.  Paul, through his epistles, has now revealed God's truths to us, the church..the  

  Body of Christ. 

 

 2. As the "one new man," a "new creation" in this present dispensation, we will also be possessors one 

  day of glorified bodies fit to function in heavenly places.  This is according to revelations of "the  

  mystery of Christ." 

 

(3) 

I Corinthians 2:9 - But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart 

of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.  



   a. *Our conversation (citizenship) is there.  It is impossible for our present bodies to live in that  

   environment.  We must have our bodies changed by God (glorified) to allow us to serve in  

   heavenly places. 
 

   b. Ephesians 1:19-23 - And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, 

   according to the working of his mighty power, Eph. 1:20 - Which he wrought in Christ, when he 

   raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, Eph. 1:21 - 

   Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, 

   not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: Eph. 1:22 - And hath put all things under 

   his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, Eph. 1:23 - Which is his body, 

   the fulness of him that filleth all in all.  
 

    *The Body Church is the fulness of Christ.  Christ has been given authority over government  

   authorities in heavenly places.  When He removes the existing government positions with [the 

   fulness of Him that filleth all in all], He will fill those positions with His own servants - us!   

   We will be used to fill up the structure of principalities and powers there.  We will help that  

   heavenly realm to be whole again under Christ's headship. 
 

   c. This is part of the mystery in the reconciling and repossessing of heavenly places positions.   

   Paul reveals to us: 
 

    Ephesians 1:3 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us  

   with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:  
  

    Ephesians 2:6 - And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in 

   Christ Jesus:  
 

    Philippians 3:20-21 - For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the  

   Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Phil. 3:21 - Who shall change our vile body, that it may be  

   fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to  

   subdue all things unto himself.  
 

    Colossians 3:1-2 - If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where  

   Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Col. 3:2 - Set your affection on things above, not on  

   things on the earth.  
 

    *   We are part of God's hidden wisdom in this Dispensation of Grace.  Through us, His "new  

   *   creation," He will restore the heavenly governmental structure back to Himself.  Through  

        Israel, He will establish His kingdom on earth by restoring earth's government under His  

        kingship.  Israelites will be His ministers (Isaiah 61:6).  

 

 3. Remember, Satan had usurped dominion as "the god of this world" and "the prince of the air"   

  (has a heavenly place somewhere in the second heaven).  Satan had put together an evil program to  

  hinder God's challenge to repossess earth as He said (Genesis 3:15). 
 

   a. What God said He would do in the garden was in truth only part of His plan in response to  

   Satan's plan of evil.  There was part of God's plan He had not revealed at that time.  God kept  

   it strictly to himself, a secret, only known to Him.  He called it a mystery. 
 

   b. God revealed His secret only when He raised up Paul as a brand new Apostle.  God has now  

   made known His "hidden wisdom, " the master stroke of His genius.  He was turning to the  

   Gentiles apart from Israel.  He would now reveal His Son's total accomplishment on the cross 

   and how He will use the Body Church today and in the future.  God took Satan in his own  

   cleverness, and Satan would do the very thing (have the Son of God crucified) that would seal  

   the destruction of his evil plan on this earth.  But his act would also seal the destruction of his 
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    plan of evil in the heavenly realm!  This was unknown to Satan. 
 

    Note:  If "the princes of this world," Satan and his cohorts, knew what God's secret mystery  

   was in advance, they never would have crucified the Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

    *  Satan first heard of this when Paul first began to preach it.  Imagine Satan's response?!  
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