
 

 

GENESIS 1:1-2a 

  1. The book of Genesis has the meaning of beginnings or origins.  Genesis is the Bible's foundation on 

  which everything else is built.  Things that are revealed to us in other books of scripture usually have 

  their beginning in the book of Genesis.  Genesis is referred to 200 times from the New Testament  

  alone and mostly from Genesis 1-12. 
 

   *As believers, we know that true scientific and historical data support the Biblical record. 

 

 2. Question?  Why is Genesis 1:1 so attacked? 
 

   a. Answer:  Man does not want to be responsible to God so they try to exclude Him. 
 

    Romans 1:28, 22 - And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave  

   them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; Romans 1:22 -  

   Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,  
 

   b. To admit they are here because of God, their sin and fallenness, their need of the Savior, their  

   need of humbleness before God, their having to trust and obey God's ways, their pride rises up to 

   say never!  
 

   c. But also, to have Genesis 1:1 be true, creation refutes many of their man-made theories: 
 

    (1) Atheism is refuted - Genesis 1 shows a  personal God who created the universe  

    (Psalms 14:1). 
 

    (2) Pantheism is refuted - They say all is god, but Genesis 1:1 shows God is separate from  

    His creation.  He is not part of it! 
 

    (3) Polytheism (many gods) is refuted - Genesis 1:1 shows there is only one true God who  

    created everything. 
 

    (4) Fatalism is refuted (life has no meaning, what will be will be) - Genesis 1:1 shows there is  

    a purpose, a plan, and a reason to creation and life. 

 

    (5) Dualism is refuted (says good and evil are equal) - Genesis 1:1 shows God alone is - was  

    good when He created (He did not have to). 
 

    (6) Humanism (man himself is the epitome, the center of reality) - God, not man, is the ultimate 

    center - creator of the universe.  He only makes reality sense. 
 

    (7) Evolution (man- everything all evolved to higher - better heights over millions and billons 

    of years) is refuted - Genesis 1 shows God created it all in six literal days! 
 

     Genesis 1:31 - And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. 

    And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.  

 

 3. Genesis has 50 chapters, 1,553 verses, 38,262 words, and is the fourth longest book in the Bible.  The 

  author is Moses. 
 

   Luke 24:26-27 - Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? Luke 24:27 

  - And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things 

  concerning himself.  
 

   John 5:46-47 - For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me. John 5:47 - 

  But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?  



(2) 

A. 

 
 

 1. [In the beginning God] 
 

   a. Before the universe was made, there was no universe, no earth, no time, not even space, only God  

   was there!  
 

    Micah 5:2 - But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah,  

   yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have  

   been from of old, from everlasting.  
 

   b. This also shows God has always existed and will always exist.  God has no beginning nor ending.   

   In the Bible, when talking about God, there is no definitive description - definition. There is no  

   date, no explanation, no apology, no argument, and no attempt to prove His existence. 
 

    *   This is not the beginning of God, but it is explaining the beginning of our time of this world.   

   *   This world is not by accident! 
 

   c. Since God was there at the beginning of creation and man was not, He alone can tell us how it all  

   came about.  He has told us in His word!  
 

    Job 38:4 - Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast  

   understanding. 
 

    Psalms 90:2 - Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and  

   the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.  
 

   d. "God" in Hebrew is Elohim, which is plural.  This is a reference to the Trinity or Godhead.  All  

   three had a part in creation: 
 

    (1) Father - Romans 1:25 - Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served  

    the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.  
 

    (2) Holy Spirit - Genesis 1:2 - And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was  

    upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 
 

    (3) Son - John 1:1, 3 - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the  

    Word was God. John 1:3 - All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing  

    made that was made.  
 

     Colossians 1:16-17 - For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in  

    earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: 

    all things were created by him, and for him: Col. 1:17 - And he is before all things, and by him 

    all things consist.  
 

     *Note:  Romans 1:20 - For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are   

    clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and  

    Godhead; so that they are without excuse:  

 

 2. [created the heaven and earth.] 
 

   a. God, by a rapid developing process, supernaturally called into existence that which had no  

   existence. 
 

    **There is a law that says, "Out of nothing comes nothing."  However, the universe exists! 

 

    

 

Genesis 1:1 - In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  



    b. This speaks of the "strong God" (Elohim), who supernaturally spoke - called into existence 

    that which had no existence, creating out of nothing..something (heaven and earth). 
 

     Hebrews 11:3 - Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of  

    God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.  
 

     Psalms 33:6-7, 9 - By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of  

    them by the breath of his mouth. Psalms 33:7 - He gathereth the waters of the sea together  

    as an heap: he layeth up the depth in storehouses. Psalms 33:9 - For he spake, and it was  

    done; he commanded, and it stood fast.  
 

     *Note:  God just commanded - spoke and it happened.  In 1:3, 6, 9, 14, 20, 24, and verse 26, 

    they all say, "And God said" and it was created. 
 

    c. [the beginning]  God took the idea of time and made it so - 

     [the heaven]      God took the idea of space and made it so -  

     [the earth]       God took the idea of matter and made it so -  
 

     (1) **These were only in God's mind until He spoke them into existence.  Before then they 

     had no existence. 
 

     (2) This was done quickly (6 days) because it is unreasonable to create one by one over  

     billions of years.  There are things that depend on each other for survival, interlock  

     together on earth and in space (sun-moon-earth). 

 

B. 
 

 

 

 

 

 1. In this verse, there are many (even grace teachers) who try to say this is where Satan and a pre- 

  Adamic, soul-less civilization fell into sin.  God then judged them with a flood, killing all civilization 

  on earth.  In this period, millions - billions of years took place. 
 

   a. This theory began in Edinburg at the beginning of the 19th century.  This was just after many  

   so-called scholars accepted the geological ages in the strata (layers of earth), how they were  

   formed, including the study of rocks and fossils, giving seemingly evidence of a 4.5 billion age 

   of earth. 
 

   b. There were many who even opposed evolution, but also did not believe in a young earth.  This 

   made them obligated to millions of years for earth's age by accepting the geological fossil record. 
 

    (1) **So a gap (period of millions of years) period between Genesis 1:1-2 fit their belief.   

    They could still take Genesis 1:1 literally, and with the gap time would not be put down  

    with a young earth (6-7,000 years).  They have tried to harmonize accepted geology of 

    billions of years with the Bible so as not to discard - disprove the scriptures. 
 

    (2) The problem with their logic, is that it allows man to interpret scripture by their fallible -  

    incorrect theories!  Scofield even uses the gap theory. 
 

   c. In truth, in Genesis 1:2 the earth was unformed, unfilled, uninhabited, but it was still perfect  

   in its materials - stages.  It just was not complete yet!  God 's creation was a progression  

   (6 days). 

 

    (1) [without form]  It is not chaotic or disorder from a judgment.  The earth's creation started 

    as an undeveloped, unfinished, raw object.  It just waited for God's care, His purpose for  

    earth to be fulfilled. 

 

     
(3) 

Genesis 1:2 - And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And 

the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.  



    (2)  [and void]  This was not an evil thing.  Earth was in its embryo stage, having no life yet. 

 

    (3) [and darkness]  Again, this is not something sinister or evil.  God, at times, creates darkness 

    (darkness even has value).  At this moment in time, there was no light, just space and earth. 
 

     Isaiah 45:7 - I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil:  I the LORD 

    do all these things.  
 

     **When God was creating, there was no evil yet in the earth.  After six days of creation,  

    God said: 
 

     Genesis 1:31 - And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. 

    And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.  

 

 2. Here are some "gap theory" problems: 
 

   a. The gap theory leaves us with no explanation of supposedly 99+ percent of world history.  In all 

   of other scripture, there is little hint of such a time.   
 

   b. The gap theory forces believers to accept man's theory of the geological column to tell us what 

   happened in history and their age of the earth (millions and billions of years old). 
 

    **All you have to do is count the genealogies given in the Bible and it is 4,000 years from the 

   beginning to the birth of Christ.  Since, it is 2,000+ years making the earth a little over 6,000  

   years old. 
 

   c. The gap theory does away with the significance of Noah's flood.  They say the fossil record is  

   the result of Lucifer's flood. 
 

    (1) **That is impossible.  Noah's flood would have destroyed any geological column of any  

    fossil record.  Noah's universal deluge caused such an upheaval, that the fossils found today 

    are from Noah's flood!  
 

    (2) A gap would then almost require Noah's flood to just be a local flood so it would not do  

    so much damage.  But the truth is that Noah's flood covered the highest mountains and  

    covered the whole earth for more than 300 days (27 1/2 feet above the tallest mountain)! 
 

     Genesis 6:17 - And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy 

    all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth 

    shall die. 
 

     Genesis 7:19-20, 23-24 - And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the 

    high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were covered. Genesis 7:20 - Fifteen cubits  

    upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered. Genesis 7:23 -  And every 

    living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and cattle, 

    and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth: 

    and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark. Genesis 7:24 - And 

    the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days.  
 

    (3) Also, a gap would give Satan a double judgment.  This is saying that God allowed Satan to 

    destroy another civilization - world.  Then God is going to allow him to do it again to ours?! 
 

   d. We know scripturally that Satan's fall was in heaven, not on earth, and after Adam's creation  

   (Ezekiel 28:13-17, Isaiah 14:13-15). 
 

    Isaiah 14:12 - How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut 

   down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!  
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    Genesis 1:31 - And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.  

   And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.  
 

   e. The Bible says that Adam was the first man.  If some were before, a pre-Adamic race before  

   Adam, the Bible would be wrong and contradicting itself.   
 

   f. Romans 5:12 states that it was Adam who brought in sin and death.  The gap is saying there  

   was sin and death before Adam, before the fall, and that is contrary to scriptures.  The gap  

   undermines the foundation for the gospel. 
 

   g. To accept this gap, this pre-Adamic geological column, to them the old earth problem is solved, 

   leaving evolution in tact! 
 

    (1) **The geological ages are based on evolution's theory to exclude God.  The truth is we  

    do not need the geological ages (old earth) and evolution is wrong - a lie.  The fossil  

    record is the result of Noah's flood.  
 

    (2) An example of this is that, at the beginning of time, man and animals were vegetarians.   

    Yet, the fossils show disease, violence and death.  It shows animals found fighting and  

    eating each other.  
 

     **But the Bible says man and animals were not carnivorous until after the fall in Genesis 3. 
 

     *  We simply believe:   
 

     Exodus 20:11 - For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in  

    them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and  

    hallowed it 

 

  Note:  One final thought.  "The 'and' at the beginning of verse 2 is a conjunction.  This same connective 

'and' appears at the beginning of each verse in the chapter, indicating continuous, sequential action 

throughout the week, one verse after another." 

                  ~ Dr. Henry Morris 
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