
 

Introduction to Thessalonians (I Thessalonians 1:1) 

(1) 

A. Thessalonica was found in 315 B.C. by one of Alexander's generals (Cassander) named after Alexander's  

half-sister. 
  

 It had been named "Therma" for "hot springs".  Today it is called Salonika located in North Greece, formally 

called Macedonia. 
 

B. Thessalonica was strategically located.  It was on the famous Via Egnatia, Rome's greatest highway  

connecting Rome with the whole region.  It was also a busy seaport on the North Coast of the Aegean  

Sea because of its deep harbor. 

 

 1. Though controlled by the Romans in Paul's day, it was allowed to be a free city of self government.   

  There were lots of exports of Rome fashions. 
 

 2. Most of its 200,000 inhabitants were a mixture of Macedonians, Grecians, Romans, Orientals, and  

  Jewish. 
 

C. Paul traveled to Macedonia in response to a God-given vision he had received while at Troas. 
 

 Acts 16:8-10 - And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas. Acts 16:9 - And a vision appeared to Paul  

in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and  

help us. Acts 16:10 - And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia, 

assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them.  
 

 *Paul made a herculean missionary effort in just three weeks.  It did not take him long to get to Thessalonica.  

On his way, Lydia was saved in Philippi, an evil spirit was cast out of a girl, a riotous crowd had Paul and  

Silas beaten and cast into jail, an earthquake happens with the Philippian jailer being saved and his household 

(Acts 16:30-31); they were set free from being Roman citizens and met in Lydia's home with other believers, 

starting the Philippian Church.  
 

 Acts 16:40-17:4 - And they went out of the prison, and entered into the house of Lydia: and when they had 

seen the brethren, they comforted them, and departed. Acts 17:1 - Now when they had passed through  

Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: Acts 17:2 - And 

Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures,  

 Acts 17:3 - Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and 

that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ. Acts 17:4 - And some of them believed, and consorted  

with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few.  
 

D. As we can see of Paul's brethren, the Jews, only a few would believe, while the whole only had animosity  

toward Paul and any Jew who would convert. 
 

 Acts 17:5 - But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the 

baser sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, and 

sought to bring them out to the people.  
 

 *Though few Jews believed, there were many [devout Greeks... and chief women, not a few.]  These  

Gentiles, like many others, had turned from their idols.  They were not proselytes but were God-fearing  

Gentiles at the synagogue.  Through these converts, Paul and his team reached many other pagans.  
 

 I Thessalonians 1:9 - For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how 

ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God;  
 

E. Why was I Thessalonians written? 
 

 1. To respond to a report Paul had received from Timothy. 



   I Thessalonians 3:6 - But now when Timotheus came from you unto us, and brought us good tidings of 

  your faith and charity, and that ye have good remembrance of us always, desiring greatly to see us, as we 

  also to see you:  
 

   *They had not forgotten Paul's earlier ministry with them. 
 

 2. To encourage them in their persecution. 
 

   I Thessalonians 2:14 - For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God which in Judaea are  

  in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things of your own countrymen, even as they have of the  

  Jews:  
 

   *Even though it was a difficult time, it was also exciting to see God work. 
  

 3. To defend his name in order to have credibility. 
 

   I Thessalonians 2:5-7, 9-10 - For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke  

  of covetousness; God is witness: I Thes. 2:6 - Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of  

  others, when we might have been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ. I Thes. 2:7 - But we were  

  gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children: I Thes. 2:9 - For ye remember, brethren,  

  our labour and travail: for labouring night and day, because we would not be chargeable unto any of  

  you, we preached unto you the gospel of God. I Thes. 2:10 - Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily 

  and justly and unblameably we behaved ourselves among you that believe:  
 

   *Paul tells them that all he had taught was true.  He knew that if his name was discredited, so would be 

  his message! 
 

 4. To comfort and assure them of his continued love and concern for them. 
 

   I Thessalonians 2:17-20 - But we, brethren, being taken from you for a short time in presence, not in  

  heart, endeavoured the more abundantly to see your face with great desire. I Thes. 2:18 - Wherefore  

  we would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us. I 1Thes. 2:19 - For  

  what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ 

  at his coming?  I Thes. 2:20 - For ye are our glory and joy.  
 

 5. To give confidence in Christ's return for all believers (I Thessalonians 4:13-18). 

 

F. The author:  It was written around 50-51 A.D., making it one of the earliest books of Paul. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 1.  [Paul,]  I believe Paul always has his name first in all the books he wrote.  Paul mentions Silas and  

  Timothy out of courtesy for their co-working with Paul.  They all had played an important part in the  

 organization and development of the Thessalonians Church!  But Paul was the actual author. 
 

   I Thessalonians 2:18, 5:27 - Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again;  

  but Satan hindered us. I Thes. 5:27 - I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read unto all the holy  

  brethren.  
 

 2. [Silvanus,]  Remember when Paul was ready to take his second missionary trip, there was contention  

  between Paul and Barnabas? 
 

  Acts 15:37-41 - And Barnabas determined to take with them John, whose surname was Mark.  Acts 

 15:38 - But Paul thought not good to take him with them, who departed from them from Pamphylia, 

 and went not with them to the work. Acts 15:39 - And the contention was so sharp between them, that  

(2) 

I Thessalonians 1:1 - Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians which is in 

God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and  

the Lord Jesus Christ.  



  they departed asunder one from the other: and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus; Acts 

 15:40 - And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God.  

  Acts 15:41 - And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches. 
 

  *Silas was an older man and very well respected.  He had a very prominent position at the  

 Jerusalem Council.  He had journeyed with Paul to Antioch to give the Body Church the decision of  

 the Jerusalem Council. 
 

  Acts 15:22, 27, 32 - Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen  

 men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas,  

 and Silas, chief men among the brethren: Acts 15:27 - We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who  

 shall also tell you the same things by mouth. Acts 15:32 - And Judas and Silas, being prophets also  

 themselves, exhorted the brethren with many words, and confirmed them.  
 

 3. [Timotheus,]  Timothy's name means "honor God" and what a godly young man he was. 
 

  a.  Timothy was half-Jew and half-Gentile.  Paul was so impressed with him, that he had him go  

   with him on his missionary journeys.  Throughout the years, Timothy's role increased signifi- 

   cantly.  As Timothy matured in Pauline truth, Paul used him more and more to help the churches 

   doctrinally. 
 

    *Paul was Timothy's spiritual father.  Timothy was probably saved during Paul's first missionary 

   journey. 
 

    I Corinthians 4:17 - For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and 

   faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I 

   teach every where in every church.  
 

  b.  The mention of these three names no doubt stirred the heart of the believers in the church in  

   Thessalonica.  Here you have an apostle, an older man, and a younger man.  In fact, Silas and  

   Timothy were also called apostles in a secondary sense. 
 

    I Thessalonians 2:6 - Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we  

   might have been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ.  
 

 4. [unto the church of the Thessalonians] 
 

  *The word church means (Greek - ekklesia) a called out assembly.  There are three different kinds  

 of groups or assemblies. 
 

  a.  A mob. 
 

    Acts 19:29, 32, 41 - And the whole city was filled with confusion: and having caught Gaius and 

   Aristarchus, men of Macedonia, Paul's companions in travel, they rushed with one accord into  

   the theatre. Acts 19:32 - Some therefore cried one thing, and some another: for the assembly was 

   confused; and the more part knew not wherefore they were come together. Acts 19:41 -  And  

   when he had thus spoken, he dismissed the assembly.  
 

  b.  The Israelite's church in the wilderness, Gospel's, and early Acts. 
 

    Acts 7:38 - This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him 

   in the mount Sina, and with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us:  
 

    Acts 2:47 - Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church 

   daily such as should be saved.  
 

    Matthew 16:18 - And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 

   church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  
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   c.  The Body of Christ Church in the Dispensation of Grace (I Corinthians 12:13). 
 

    (1) Sometimes it refers to the universal invisible body church. 
 

     Ephesians 1:22-23 - And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over 

    all things to the church, Eph. 1:23 - Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 
 

     Colossians 1:18, 24 - And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the 

    firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. Col. 1:24 - Who 

    now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of  

    Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church:  
 

    (2) It mostly refers to the visible local church, which consists of a local assembly of a local body 

    of believers. 
 

     Romans 16:5 - Likewise greet the church that is in their house. Salute my wellbeloved  

    Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia unto Christ.  
 

     I Corinthians 16:19 - The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla salute you much 

    in the Lord, with the church that is in their house.  
 

     *I read that in the 106 times the word church is used, it refers to the local church 95 times. 
 

 5. [which is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ:]   
 

  *These words give the Thessalonian Church clarity of their distinction of being in God. 
 

  a.  [in God the Father] 
 

    John 10:29 - My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck  

   them out of my Father's hand.  
 

    John 6:37 - All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in  

   no wise cast out.  
 

  b.  [in the Lord Jesus Christ:] 
 

    II Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are  

   passed away; behold, all things are become new.  
 

    Ephesians 1:6 - To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the 

   beloved.  
 

    (1) [in] means to be in union, fused together in His spiritual body. 

 

    (2) [and] is the conjuction that puts into the same category on the same level plain with the  

    Father. 
 

     John 14:9 - Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not 

    known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew 

    us the Father? 
 

     Hebrews 1:8 - But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre  

    of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.  
 

  c.  Jesus Christ being God is in His very name! 
 

    (1) [Lord] is the same here as Jehovah - The Master. 
 

    (2) [Jesus] is the term for salvation - He is Savior (Jesus saves). 
 

    (3) [Christ] is the anointed, ordained, qualified One.  (Hebrews 1:9; Acts 4:27) 
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