


 

 

      

 

 

 

  

 

  



 

I Thessalonians 1:2-4 

(1) 

 

Paul wanted to be sure the Thessalonian congregation knew how he felt about them.  He wanted them to know of 

his love and prayers for them.  What a blessing they were to him, but he was also a blessing to them to have him, 

an apostle, praying for them!   

 

*When Paul thought of them, he thanked God for them.   

1. Paul will give a description of this strong matured church.  It is a testimony we today should try to follow: 

[work of faith..labour of live..patience of  hope]. 
 

 I Corinthians 13:13 - And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.  

 

2. Paul saw these graces in this body of believers.  He did not ask how many they were running, how many they 

baptized, or how many sign gifts they had! 
 

 *  The program was no longer the Jewish commission with its water system of baptisms nor miraculous sign  

*   gifts.  These things were gradually giving way to the new Mystery Body and Word program. 
 

 I Corinthians 13:8-10 - Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there 

be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. I Cor. 13:9 - For we know in 

part, and we prophesy in part. I Cor. 13:10 - But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part 

shall be done away. 

 

3. [love] is the greatest    -  II Corinthians 5:14 - For the love of Christ constraineth us;   

          because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all   

          dead:  
 

 [faith] is first and vital   -  Hebrews 11:6 - But without faith it is impossible to please   

          him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and   

          that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.  
 

 [hope] is the key to endure   -  Titus 2:13 - Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious   

and have expectation     appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;  

 

4. The Thessalonians: 
 

 a.  Verse 9 [ye turned to God from idols]  - faith 
 

 b.  Verse 9 [to serve the living and true God] - love 
 

 c.  Verse 10 [to wait for His Son from heaven]  - hope  

 

 I Thessalonians 5:8 - But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and 

for an helmet, the hope of salvation 

 

5. [your work of faith] 
 

 a.  They were trusting what Paul had taught them about God's Word.  Paul is not saying work is faith or  

 faith is a work.  But we know that true faith produces good works. 

I Thessalonians 1:2 - We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers;  

I Thessalonians 1:3 - Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope 

in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father;  



   Ephesians 2:10 - For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 

  before ordained that we should walk in them.  
 

   Titus 3:8 - This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which  

  have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable  

  unto men. 
 

 b.  Spurgeon:  "If there is no transformation, there has been no regeneration."  
 

  *We know there are different levels and that faith and works are separate from each other.  But if   

 saved, there is an expression of true faith!  

 

6. [and labour of love,] 
 

 The Thessalonians were objects of persecution, yet they served God.  It was difficult, stressful, painful, and 

being worn down, was not easy to handle.  They were paying a price, but they stayed faithful. 
 

 *Their love of Christ gave them an inner compulsion that moved them to serve Him.  Us? 

 

7. [and patience of hope] 
 

 In spite of it all, they were still persevering and waiting for the Lord's return. 
 

 *Having hope looks beyond present circumstances! 
 

 Romans 15:4, 13 - For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we 

through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. Rom. 15:13 - Now the God of hope fill you 

with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.  
 

1. Because of their heart and fruit in their lives, their faith, love and hope, Paul was convinced of their election 

(being chosen) by God.  He believed God had moved on them. 

 

2. Election begins with God and works within man through His Word.  There is human responsibility after God 

initiates [there is none that seeketh after God]. 

 

3. In eternity past, God purposed and planned that there would be a corporate entity known as the church - the 

Body of Christ.  It would be composed of Jews and Gentiles without distinction.  We were chosen/elected by 

God for the praise of His glory, that in the coming ages, He might present us to Himself a glorious church, 

having no spot or wrinkle. 
 

 Ephesians 5:27 -That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 

thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.  
 

 a. Note:  There are good believers on both sides of election.  There are those sovereigntists that believe  

 salvation is all of God.  God elected/chose lost people out of the world to be saved (not all chosen). 
 

  *Salvation is all of God, making sure it remains grace. 
 

 b. Some believe that through man's free will he chose himself to be saved by his faith (whosoever will).   

 God foresaw through the ages who would believe in Christ, so He elected them. 
 

 c. Again, there are differences among believers on this subject, just as there are other differences.  When  

 did the Body Church begin - at the end of Acts 7, 9, 11, or 13?  Were the 12 in the Body of Christ once  

 Paul was saved, or were they in Christ redemptively as all saved people are throughout history? 

 

 

(2) 

I Thessalonians 1:4 - Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.  



  *There are times we should be mature enough to be able to agree to disagree without fighting, name-

 calling, or dividing! 
 

 d. I believe there are some truths in the Bible about God that we will never know until we get to heaven 

 because we are finite (don't know everything)!  Can you explain the virgin birth, the Trinity, or our  

 glorified bodies to me? 
 

  Romans 11:33 - O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearch-

 able are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!  
 

 e. Dr. Spurgeon said of one entering heaven (and Les Feldick said it), the entrance gate says,   

 "Whosoever will come in."  But after in, the backside of the gate says, "Chosen before the foundation 

 of the world." 
 

 f. Foreknowledge - omniscience means that God already knows who will accept Him as their personal 

 Lord (and they will be) and who will not (and they won't be).  So regardless if one believes in God's 

 choosing or man's decision, only God knows.  
 

  *It is our responsibility to share the gospel with everyone we can, with the hope that they are the ones 

 who are saved.  Those saved are grateful that they live a lifestyle worthy of grace. 
 

 Warren Wiersbe: 
 

 "The mystery of God's election and man's decision will never be solved this side of heaven.  Just keep in 

mind that the Bible teaches BOTH.  "How do you reconcile these two truths?"  a man once asked Spurgeon.  

The preacher replied, "I never have to reconcile friends."  These twin truths of election and decision are not 

contradictory; they are complementary.  As far as God the Father is concerned, we were saved when He 

chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world; as far as the Spirit is concerned, we were saved when 

we responded to His call and received Christ; as far as the Son is concerned, we were saved when He died 

for us on the cross.  ALL ARE TRUE AND ALL ARE NECESSARY FOR SALVATION." 
 

 Ephesians 3:5-6, 8-9 - Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed 

unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; Eph. 3:6 - That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of 

the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: Eph. 3:8 - Unto me, who am less than 

the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 

Christ; Eph. 3:9 - And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning 

of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:  
 

 Ephesians 1:4 - According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should 

be holy and without blame before him in love:  
 

 I Peter 1:2 - Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, 

unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.  
 

 Romans 8:33 - Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.  
 

 II Thessalonians 2:13 - But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the 

Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and 

belief of the truth:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

(3) 



Questions: 

 

1. Why is it important to confirm to other believers our heartfelt appreciation of their living for God? 

 

2. What do you think the most important thing was in the Thessalonians' maturity?  

 

3. What does true faith produce?  If faith is a work, what does that do to grace? 

 

4. What is the greatest motivation to serve and persevere for Christ? 

 

 *Our ____________ and our ________________. 

 

5. Why are so many fearful of the word election?     
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