
 

 

GALATIANS 6:3-10 

A.  

  

  
  

  
 

  
 

 1. Galatians 6:3 [For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.]   

  You have met and seen people like this? 
 

   a. [For]  A further explanation of helping others. 
 

   b. [if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.]   
 

    (1) To help another believer, you cannot be full of pride yourself! 
 

     Proverbs 6:17 - A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 
 

     "Mud is nothing else than dirt stuck on itself." 
 

    (2) If you are going to help someone..fault..you need to first examine yourself so you are not a  

    hypocrite.  You need to be on solid ground yourself in order to be able to pull your brother  

    out of the mud. 
 

    (3) When one has an "inflated" ego - opinion of themselves, feeling superior, right, and better than 

    the one with a fault, who do you think he is deceiving?  God?  Fellow believers?  Sometimes  

    people, but mainly he is only fooling himself! [deceiveth himself] 
 

    (4) When helping a "fallen" brother or bearing a brother's "burden," we must make sure that we  

    do not deceive ourselves into thinking something, when we are nothing.   
 

     *We make sure we have a "biblical" opinion of ourselves! 
 

     I Corinthians 15:10 - But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was  

    bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I,  

    but the grace of God which was with me.  
 

     I Corinthians 1:26-29 -  For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after  

    the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: I Cor. 1:27 - But God hath chosen the 

    foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the  

    world to confound the things which are mighty; I Cor. 1:28 - And base things of the world, and 

    things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought  

    things that are: I Cor. 1:29 - That no flesh should glory in his presence.  
 

     Never forget.  If it were not for God! 

 

 2. Galatians 6:4 [But let every man prove his own work,]. 
 

   a. [prove]  means to test, to examine, to scrutinize oneself, before helping others.  Am I guilty of  

   sin in my own life?  Am I consistent in my Bible study and prayer life?  Have I prayed for the  

   individual needing help?  What would be my "motivation" in helping them?  Is my life yielded  

   to the Holy Spirit and a testimony for the Lord?  Do I understand, if I am not empowered by this  

   list, the danger is that I could fall prey to the very "same" sin?! 
 

    Verse 1 [lest thou also be tempted.]  Do we help for God's glory?   

Galatians 6:3-5 - For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.  

 Gal. 6:4 - But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and 

not in another.  Gal. 6:5 - For every man shall bear his own burden.  

Proper Self-Estimation 



(2) 

    Philippians  1:9-10 - And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge  

   and in all judgment; Php. 1:10 - That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be  

   sincere and without offence till the day of Christ;  
 

    *This proves if your willingness to help is genuine or not!   
 

   b. [and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.] 
 

    (1) Our rejoicing - satisfaction - conscience is knowing we have done a good work for God and  

    He knows it. 
 

     John 13:17 - If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.  
 

     We have done right!  Our goal in life is to please God and when we have done something  

    accomplishing that, there is a sense of godly satisfaction giving us a clear - approved  

    conscience.  It is also rewarding when we realize God has been maturing us..we are  

    growing..and that is a true blessing and encouragement! 
 

    (2) [and not in another.]  How would one rejoice in another?  A legalist has a strong tendency to  

    compare themselves with others.   Their rejoicing comes from looking at those who have  

    fallen, or were under heavy burdens.  Those who are not quite as good as them!  
 

     *You will always find some "seemingly" not as good as you are, and dwell on them who are  

    bad, to make yourself feel good! 
 

     Luke 18:9-11 - And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they  

    were righteous, and despised others: Luke 18:10 - Two men went up into the temple to pray;  

    the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. Luke 18:11 - The Pharisee stood and prayed thus  

    with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, 

    or even as this publican.  
 

     Problem:  They usually see and dwell on those who are "better" than themselves spiritually and 

    become down on themselves! 
 

     Answer:  II Corinthians 10:12 - For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare  

    ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, 

    and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.  
 

     We need to view every believer in Christ perfect and forgiven, right along with all believers.   
 

     Romans 12:3 - For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you,  

    not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as  

    God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.  
 

     How?        Verse 2 - Renewing mind! 

 

 3. Galatians 6:5 [For every man shall bear his "own" burden.]  The "spiritual" believer takes responsibility 

  for his/her own life. 
 

   a. Vincent:  "Paul means that no one will have occasion to claim moral superiority over another  

   believer, because self-examination will reveal difficulties enough of his own.  His own burdens  

   will consume his attention and will leave him no time to compare himself with others." 
 

   b. As believers, many may go through life bluffing their way, blaming others for their problems or  

   difficulties for their own failures.  Some say:  everybody is doing it, as if that makes it okay!  But  

   there is coming a day when we will not be allowed to point our finger at someone else! 

 

 
     



    (1) [must bear his own burden] It is all of us believers who will have the responsibility to stand 

    before the Judgment Seat of Christ and give a clear - honest - every detail of ourselves.  On 

    "that day" we will carry our own load - burden.   
 

    (2) *How truthfully we live here determines our revealing there.  It will be a true examination 

    of our life!  
 

     Romans 14:10-12 - But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought  

    thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. Rom. 14:11 - For it is 

    written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess 

    to God. Rom. 14:12 - So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.  
 

 

B. 

  

 1. Here Paul inserts his ministries financial support rule.  Those ministers who faithfully teach God's  

  word should be taken care of financially.  
 

 2. Nothing turns off lost people and believers as quickly as preachers who make long appeals for  

  money!  
 

   a. Because of so many financial scandals over the last few years in religious circles, it confirms  

   that too many preachers are nothing but a bunch of hypocritical swindlers! 
 

   b. Unfortunately in some cases, it is true.  A few give the many who have been honest a bad name.   
 

    *But when reading God's word regarding giving, there is no apology for telling the truth. 
 

 3. [communicate] means to give - share financially, to support those called by God, who share - proclaim 

  the word's truth. 
 

   a. Paul's mind about this:  If a ministry teaches you the word, then you should support it.  But if a 

   ministry does not teach you the word, you should not support it. 
 

   b. I Corinthians 9:7-11, 14 - Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a  

   vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk  

   of the flock? I Cor. 9:8 - Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law the same also?  

    I Cor. 9:9 - For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that 

   treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen? I Cor. 9:10 - Or saith he it altogether for our 

   sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that 

   he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope. I Cor. 9:11 - If we have sown unto you 

   spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things? I Cor. 9:14 - Even so hath 

   the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.  
 

    Philippians 4:14-17 - Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did communicate with my  

   affliction. Php. 4:15 - Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when  

   I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and  

   receiving, but ye only. Php. 4:16 - For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my  

   necessity. Php. 4:17 - Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your  

   account.  
 

    I Timothy 5:17-18 - Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially 

   they who labour in the word and doctrine. I Tim. 5:18 - For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not  

   muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of his reward. 
 

    *Paul is teaching that this financial responsibility is not a salary nor an employer - employee  

   relationship; but it is compensation for one teaching the word so he can live on it and continue 

   teaching.      

(3) 

Galatians 6:6 - Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.  



 4. As a preacher, I am not a people-pleaser to where I water-down God's word, so that the money  

  keeps coming in! 
 

   Galatians 1:10 - For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased 

  men, I should not be the servant of Christ 
 

   a. Paul makes it simple, good, and clear to me as a preacher: 
 

    II Timothy 4:1-4 - I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge 

   the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; II Tim. 4:2 - Preach the word; be instant 

   in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. II Tim. 4:3 -

   For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall 

   they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; II Tim. 4:4 - And they shall turn away  

   their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.  
 

   b. We are living in a day when "sound-doctrine" is not what the "majority" of people - believers  

   want to hear!   This is one of the main reasons our nation is spiraling downward.   The church is 

   not anchored in truth that influences our leaders to do right! 
 

    [teacheth in all good things]            Dispensational truth 
 

    Ephesians 3:9 - And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the 

   beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:  
 

 

 

C. 

 
 

 1. Society says there are no absolutes, that truth is dependent upon situations - circumstances, feelings, 

  and environment. 

 

 2. God has created our world by absolute physical laws.  You can be sure the spiritual is governed by 

  absolute truth! 

 

 3. An absolute principle is:  what you plant - is what you harvest.  Some think that because we are  

  under grace, sin does not really matter that much!  One thinks they can violate God's word and  

  get away with it.  Wrong! 
 

   *Paul is saying:  Do not let yourself be deceived by that rationale!   
 

   Many        Romans 5:20 - Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin  

  abounded, grace did much more abound:  
 

   But also       Romans 6:1, 12-13, 16 - What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace  

  may abound?  Rom. 6:12 - Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in 

  the lusts thereof.  Rom. 6:13 - Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto  

  sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as  

  instruments of righteousness unto God. Rom. 6:16 - Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves 

  servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience  

  unto righteousness?  
 

   Grace is not a license to sin! 
 

 4. To turn our backs on who God says we are and what is right       Blasphemy! 
 

   a. [God is not mocked:]  To turn our backs on all that God has done in saving and positioning  

   us, and then turn our noses at God and continue in sin.  He will not allow it to go unnoticed.  

   We will not get by with it!  Things do not slide forever!  Payday someday! 

(4) 

Galatians 6:7 - Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  



  

   b. God has put in place this principle:  Romans 6:23a - "Wages of sin is death"  [for whatsoever a 

   man soweth, that shall he also reap.] 
 

    *God allows the sin one commits to have sin's consequences in their life!   
 

    *The law of harvest.  Job 4:8 -  Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, 

   reap the same.  
 

    (1) You reap what you sow. 
 

    (2) You reap more than you sow - a kernel of corn - ear of corn has 100's of kernels! 
 

    (3) You reap later than you sow - sowing is at the beginning.  Harvest is at the end.  David's sin! 
 

     Like begats like:  (Genesis 1:11-12) 
 

     *You cannot sow sin and have a harvest - of reaping righteousness! 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

D. 

 

 
 

 1. Galatians 5:19-21 - Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, 

  uncleanness, lasciviousness, Gal. 5:20 - Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath,  

  strife, seditions, heresies, Gal. 5:21 - Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of 

  the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall 

  not inherit the kingdom of God.  
 

   Disastrous   Decay Carnally-minded 
 

   *People whose lives fall apart! 

 

 2. The context - if you invest your money entirely in physical and earthly things, what do you reap?   
 

   Answer:  Perhaps a temporal joy, but the thing fades, rusts, and does not last! 

 

 3. [but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.]  (Galatians 5:22-23) 
 

   a. By following the Spirit, (word-prayer-surrender), the Spirit then works in our lives to produce 

   fruit that will have eternal values now and forever! 
 

    I Corinthians 15:58 - Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always  

   abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the 

   Lord.  
     

    *Flesh        wood, hay, stubble.  Spirit         gold, silver, precious stones. 
 

   b. Context - If we support financially the work of the ministry and invest in the word of God, we 

   shall reap a harvest of eternal life by those who will hear and believe in the Gospel of Grace  

   and be saved. 
 

    Philippians 4:17 - Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account.  

(5) 

Galatians 6:8 - For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the 

Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. 

Now Paul gives the different sowing in our life: 



E. 

 
 

 1. [And let us not be weary in well doing:]  When you are following the Spirit..walking in obedience  

  and faith, do not lose your courage; do not lose your spirit - drive; do not be discouraged or mentally 

  despondent. 

  

 2. At times, we are saying no to our flesh, and we are starving the old nature - flesh.  The battle is  

  difficult and we become mentally, emotional, and physically fatigued! 
 

   *   But Paul challenges us not to give in to Satan's pressures and sin, by giving in to the flesh's crying 

  *   out to us!  
 

   Daniel 7:25 - "wear out the saints."   Paul         do not be worn out or have a fainting fit. 

 

 3. [for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.]  *This is God's law and promise.* 

    

   a. God will honor your "well-doing," but it is in God's timing and not ours.   
 

    *Some plant, some water, some reap the harvest!  Regardless of where you are in this process, 

   you will reap if you faint not! 
 

   b. It has been said, "It only takes hours to produce 'plastic' apples, but years for the real apple tree 

   to bear apples!" 
 

    *Do not faint, quit, lose heart, or despair before the harvest! 

 

F. 

 

 
  

 1. Wherever our paths are led by God, be alert to people's needs and, if possible, try doing something 

  good to help them. 
 

   a. As believers, we are to be kind to the lost by our good works.  This gives honor to our Lord who 

   has transformed us!  Then we will have credibility for possibly having a hearing of our faith in 

   Christ (I Peter 3:15). 
 

   b. This is not because they deserve kindness, but it "shows" the Spirit of Christ in our lives   

   (Romans 5:8, Romans 12:2).  Wherever the gospel goes, it is followed by hospitality values and 

   charitable institutions. 

 

 2. We also have the unique responsibility - privilege to help other fellow believers! 
 

   a. We have a priority "first" to those who are saved (especially if our funds our limited). 
 

    *    Family obligations precede neighbors - I Timothy 5:8.  It is our own first and then our own  

   *    spiritual family before any others! 
 

   b. Ephesians 4:28 - Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his  

   hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.  
 

    I Thessalonians 3:12 - And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward  

   another, and toward all men, even as we do toward you:  
 

    *We are to share our blessings - [in well doing]. 

(6) 

Galatians 6:9 - And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.  

Galatians 6:10 - As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who 

are of the household of faith. 


