
 

 

GENESIS 1:24-31 

 RECAP: 
  

 1st day  God separated darkness with light, calling it day and night (24 hours total). 
 

 2nd day   God separated the waters with the firmament.  Waters were above and under the Heavens.   

    Those above being transparent created a canopy covering and protecting the earth. 
 

 3rd day   God caused land to come forth called earth.  Then He called on earth to be covered with grass, 

    vegetables, and fruit, with their own seed within them, so they would produce after their own  

    kind. 
 

 4th day   God created the sun, moon, and stars fully functional from the start.  The sun for day, the moon 

    and stars for the evening.  
 

 5th day   God created the fish and birds.  They were to multiply after their own kind. 
 

 *God created a perfect environment for mankind (Adam and Eve).  
 

 6th day -  

 

A. 

  

 1.  God created in the first part of the day all the other animals classified as cattle, beasts, and creeping 

  things.  This included reptiles and insects. 

 

 2. Again, "after it's kind" meant fully developed to be able to reproduce.  Each kind could have  

  variations within it, but it always basically remained the same being fixed by God at creation.  
 

 

 

 

B. 

     

 1. The creation of mankind became uniquely personal.  These verses are stressing God's connection, His 

  personal involvement, that illustrates an intimate relationship that does not exist with other creation. 

 

 2. God, for the first time, introduces Himself with plural personal pronouns (us-our).  This introduces a 

  plurality of relationships in the Godhead.  *This hints of the Trinity.  In 1:1 [In the beginning God] is 

  the Hebrew word Elohim, which is plural. 
 

   Note: 
 

   Isaiah 6:3 - And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole 

  earth is full of his glory.  
 

   Isaiah 48:16 - Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in secret from the beginning;  

  from the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord GOD, and his Spirit, hath sent me.  
 

Genesis 1:24-25 - And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and 

creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so. Gen. 1:25 - And God made the beast 

of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after 

his kind: and God saw that it was good.  

Genesis 1:26-27 - And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have  

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 

earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. Gen. 1:27 - So God created man in 

his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.  



(2) 

   Matthew 3:16-17 - And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo,  

  the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting  

  upon him: Matt. 3:17 - And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am  

  well pleased.  
 

   I Peter 1:2 - Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the  

  Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be  

  multiplied.  
 

   I John 5:7 - For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost:  

  and these three are one.  
 

   Colossians 2:9 - For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.  

 

 3. [Let us make man in our own image, after our likeness:] 
 

   a. The fact that man was made in the image of God, sets him apart and uniquely higher than any  

   other living creature on earth. 
 

   b. [image]  In Hebrews it means a shadow, not the real thing, but similar.  We are not gods, but God  

   has put some of His qualities in us.  We know that God is a spirit, so it is not a material - physical  

   likeness. 
 

   c. We know this about God (a few things): 
 

    (1) God laughs.  
    

     Psalms 2:4 - He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.  
 

    (2) God sees. 
 

     Proverbs 15:3 - The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.  
 

    (3) God smells. 
 

     Genesis 8:21 - And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in his heart, I  

    will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart  

    is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done 
 

    (4) God hears. 
 

     I John 5:14 - And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing  

    according to his will, he heareth us:  
 

    (5) God speaks. 
 

     II Peter 1:18 - And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him  

    in the holy mount.  
 

    (6) God touches. 
 

     Genesis 32:32 - Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the sinew which shrank, which is  

    upon the hollow of the thigh, unto this day: because he touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh in  

    the sinew that shrank 
 

   d. [The image of God] is speaking about the immaterial, man's God-given spiritual attributes.  Man's 

   personhood is not true of anything else nor shared by animals. 

 

 

 



   e. God gave man a moral conscience in relationship (awareness) to self, others, and God Himself. 
 

    *Man and certain animals do have certain biological features in common.  Our internal organs 

   work in a similar way.  We live in the same environment; some of our skeletal structure have  

   similarities; similar to some in outside appearance; but man has a God-spiritual connection.  
 

    *An architect uses the same materials for different buildings; a car-maker makes many different 

   models; likewise, there are many different species that have similarities, and the reason is they all 

   have the same designer. 
 

   f. Man has the ability to think, rationalize, and solve problems God's way.  Man alone can have  

   behavior attributes like:  (1) God knowledge; (2) holiness; (3) wisdom; (4) goodness; (5) truth; 

   (6) love; (7) grace; (8) mercy; (9) long-suffering; (9) resistance to evil; and to become what he 

   is..a spiritual being in God's image! 
 

    Ephesians 4:23-24 - And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; Eph. 4:24 - And that ye put on 

   the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.  
 

    Colossians 3:10 - And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image 

   of him that created him:  
 

    *We are persons whose lives are involved in relationships. We are capable of fellowship, to 

   love as Christ loved, have the ability to communicate in different languages, to share thoughts 

   and ideas, discern attitudes, read prints, and then build tremendous structures.  Animals cannot 

   do these  things in the same sense as humans can. 
 

    John Phillips:  "Man is in no way related to the beasts.  What animal can transmit accumulated 

   achievements from one generation to another?  What animal experiences a true sense of guilt  

   when it does wrong or has a developed consciousness of judgment to come?  What animal shows 

   any desire to worship?   What animal has hope of immortality beyond the grave?  What beast can 

   exercise abstract moral judgment or show appreciation of the beauties of nature?  (When did we 

   ever see a dog admiring a sunset or a horse standing breathless before the rugged grandeur of a  

   mountain range?) What animal ever learned to read and write, to act with deliberate purpose, 

   and set goals and achieve long-range objectives?  What animal ever learned to cook its food, to 

   cut cloth and make clothes, or invent elaborate tools?  What animal ever enjoyed a hearty laugh?  

   What animal has the gift for speech?  Even the most primitive human tribe possesses linguistics 

   of a subtle, complex, and eloquent nature.  Man stands alone.  Physically, he alone of all the  

   creatures on the globe, walks upright; mentally, he alone has the ability to communicate in a  

   sophisticated manner; spiritually, he alone has the capacity to know the mind and will of God." 
 

    Psalms 8:5 - For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with 

   glory and honour.  
 

    Psalms 139:14 -  I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy 

   works; and that my soul knoweth right well.  

 

 4. Physically, we are made from dust, and our bodies if let alone, return to dust.  That is not like God!  

  But our personhood is spirit, it is eternal, and this is like God! 
 

   *  But also remember, even rays of glory shined through Christ's body.  We, likewise, are to allow our 

  *  spiritual life to control and shine through our body.  Our body is not evil, but it is our fallenness 

      that is the problem.  

 

 5. Amazingly, before He created to when He designed the human body, He knew of His plan that some 

  4,000 years later, His Son would take on human flesh.  Jesus was made in the likeness of man, as  

  man had been made in the likeness of God! 

 

(3) 



   Hebrews 10:5 - Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou  

  wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me:  
 

   I Peter 1:19-20 - But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without  

  spot: I Peter 1:20 - Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest 

  in these last times for you,  
 

   Philippians 2:7 - But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and  

  was made in the likeness of men:  
 

   John 1:14 - And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory 

  as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.  

 

 6. The Hebrew word for man is Adam.  It is a word related to earth.  The word man (Adam) includes 

  both male and female. We read: 
 

   Genesis 1:27 - So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and 

  female created he them.  
 

   *God only made two genders.  A human being is either male or female.  A male cannot change into  

  a female nor a female into a male.  God put that information into the DNA of the first two people He 

  created. 

 

C. 

 

 

  

 1. With all other living creatures, when God created them, He did in abundance with multiple pairs of 

  each.  But with man, Adam was alone.  It was always in God's purpose to have Eve be there.  She was 

  not an add-on or afterthought.   
 

   *Eve was made after Adam named the animals. 
 

   **Preacher:  "Eve was created after Adam named the animals, so Adam would not have to deal with a  

  second opinion when naming them." 

 

 2. After each stage of creation, God said it was good.  The only time God said it was not good was: 
 

   Genesis 2:18 - And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him 

  an help meet for him. 
 

   *Again, this was not a flaw in God's creation, but just that creation was not complete yet.  Man was 

  created for relationship and needed a perfect mate - marriage!  Adam and Eve were to love each  

  other in their relationship and procreate the human race. 
 

   Genesis 2:20 - And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of  

  the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.  
 

   Matthew 19:3-6 - The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful 

  for a man to put away his wife for every cause? Matt. 19:4 - And he answered and said unto them,  

  Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female, Matt. 19:5 -

  And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they 

  twain shall be one flesh? Matt. 19:6 - Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What  

  therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.  

 

(4) 

Genesis 1:28 - And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 

the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 

over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.  



 3. [Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth]  They were to fill, multiply, supply the earth with 

  people.  *God gave mankind the responsibility to reproduce more people with His image. 
 

   Psalms 127:3 - Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward. 

 

 4. [subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every  

  living thing]  Man was originally to be the sovereign over the planet.  God says, "Let them".  In other 

  words, all of mankind were to rule over the earth's other creations.  
 

   *Man was to care for the animals and to keep the garden God placed him in.  Man was instructed to 

  work, keeping his environment nice.  Remember, this was before the curse.  So Adam's work was  

  easy, pleasant, successful, joyful, with no weeds (a curse-free environment).  These responsibilities 

  taught man at the beginning to both respect and control nature. 
 

   a. We know that later when man sinned, he brought a curse upon everything.  From that point on, 

   the earth was hard to work with (weeds and insects, adverse weather). 
 

   b. As humans, we should take care of the earth, but we should not panic over the doomsday claims. 

   God has told us how the world will end.  It will not be by overpopulation or an abundance of  

   greenhouse gases, or supposed man-made climate change.  God will end it with a judgment of 

   fire.  Remember after the flood: 
 

    Genesis 8:22 - While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer 

   and winter, and day and night shall not cease.  
 

   c. Also note:  God knew that man would sin, and that death would enter the world.  No doubt He 

   designed into creation everything needed for animals and man to live in a fallen world.  So,  

   though it seems crumbling at times, we can have confidence that the earth will be here regardless 

   of what the greedy gainsayers say.  

 

 5. Man ruled this perfect paradise until he forfeited control to Satan when he fell in sin.  Satan is now 

  called the "ruler of this world," "god of this world," and the "prince of the power of the air" (his place 

  in the second Heaven). 
 

   Matthew 4:8-9 - Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all 

  the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; Matt. 4:9 - And saith unto him, All these things  

  will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.  
 

   John 12:31-33 - Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.  

   John 12:32 - And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. John 12:33 - This he 

  said, signifying what death he should die. 
 

   John 14:30 - Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath  

  nothing in me.  
 

   John 16:11 -  Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.  
 

   Ephesians 2:2 - Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to 

  the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:  

 

     At the cross, the 2nd Adam (Christ) defeated the devil. 
 

 

   Colossians 2:14-15 - Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was  

  contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; Col. 2:15 - And having spoiled  

  principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.  

(5) 

Note: 



   Hebrews 2:8-9, 14 - Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in  

  subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put 

  under him. Heb. 2:9 - But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering 

  of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every  

  man. Heb. 2:14 - Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself  

  likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, 

  that is, the devil; 
 

   I John 3:8 - He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this 

  purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.  
 

   *   When God removes this earth after the 1,000 year reign and the last defeat of Satan, God will  

  *   create a new earth and Heaven for saved mankind.  They will be better, untainted, surpassing  

       Eden's paradise. 
 

   Revelation 21:1, 4-5 - And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth 

  were passed away; and there was no more sea. Rev. 21:4 - And God shall wipe away all tears from 

  their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any  

  more pain: for the former things are passed away. Rev. 21:5 - And he that sat upon the throne said, 

  Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.  

 

D. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 1. At this point in time, all living creatures were vegetarians.  There was no sin, bloodshed, thus no  

  death.  All living did not eat flesh - meat since all were not carnivorous.  There was an abundance  

  of plants, vegetation, and fruits. 

 

 2. Only after the judgment of the flood, the start of the Dispensation of Government, did God allow  

  eating of meat by man. 
 

   Genesis 9:3 - Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I  

  given you all things.  
 

   *This verse shows that, for man, God gave vegetation to eat originally; but now, God changes man's 

  diet to be able to eat animals (in fact anything). 

 

 3. It was after the fall in Genesis 3, that animals were already eating each other.  The flood's fossil  

  record proves this; but here in Genesis 1, all were vegetarians. 

 

 4. At the end of day six, all that God had created from day one through day six "was good," perfect!  

  God designed earth for Adam and his descendants to live in, till it, and to enjoy all the fruits of it. 
 

   Psalms 115:16 - The heaven, even the heavens, are the LORD'S: but the earth hath he given to the  

  children of men.  

 

 

(6) 

Genesis 1:29-31 - And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the 

face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be 

for meat. Gen. 1:30 - And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing 

that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was 

so. Gen. 1:31 - And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the 

evening and the morning were the sixth day.  


