
 

 

GENESIS 2:1-24 

A.  

  

 

 

 
 

 1. In verse 3 it says [God...and sanctified it].  This means God set the 7th day apart from His creating to 

  be holy.  God consecrated it to make the 7th day a special spiritual day to reflect on God's greatness in 

  what He had done (creation).  Here He elevates the 7th day above other days because it is holy.  It has 

  to do with man's relationship to God as we will see.   

 

 2. In verse 1 it says [finished].  This talks of the entire work of creation that had been completed.  There 

  were no loose ends, no problems to fix, no modifications to His original six days of creation (24-hour 

  period).  It says from [all] His work in verses 1, 2, and 3. 
 

  a. This is a strong case against evolution's process. The first two laws of the universe are, without 

   exception, the processes of the first and second law of thermodynamics.   
 

    (1) 1st Law - the conservation of energy or energy cannot be destroyed nor is energy being  

    created.  The energy of our universe is a closed - fixed system. 
 

    (2) 2nd Law - everything is running down, from order to disorder, from order to chaos, and  

    never evolving (entropy).  It means that all working systems are decreasing of availability of 

    energy.  Everything will run down, wear out, and become disorderly unless something  

    outside our system does not keep it running and ordered.          ~ MacArthur 
 

     *Matter and energy are not eternal.  This points to a beginning.  It is a beginning that must 

    have been set in motion by supernatural causes as the Bible teaches.  There is no ongoing 

    creation of matter or energy.  In His perfect wisdom, God created it all to function to fulfill 

    His will.  It will be here as long as it serves His purpose. 
 

   b. Revelation 21:1 - And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first  

   earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.  
 

    Colossians 1:16-17 - For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in  

   earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all 

   things were created by him, and for him: Col. 1:17 - And he is before all things, and by him all 

   things consist.  

 

 3. This 7th day established the time frame for creation.  The truth of the first week determines the periods 

  of labor - work and rest.  The literal six-day creation week was written into the Ten Commandments. 
 

   Exodus 20:9-11 - Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: Exo. 20:10 - But the seventh day is 

  the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy  

  daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: 

  Exo. 20:11 - For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 

  rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.  
 

   *Later it was reiterated:  Exodus 31:16-17 - Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to 

  observe the sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant. Exo. 31:17 - It is a sign  

  between me and the children of Israel for ever: for in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, and 

  on the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed. 

 

Genesis 2:1-3 - Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. Gen. 2:2 - And on 

the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his 

work which he had made. Gen. 2:3 - And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that 

in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made.  
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 4. [rested]  This shows again that God's creation was now completed, finished, and perfect.      
 

   a. This does not mean that God was tired or weary and He needed strength. 
 

    Isaiah 40:28 - Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD,  

   the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his  

   understanding. 
 

   b. God had completed all of creation, so there was nothing more to create.  He ceased working. He  

   paused to delight in His work, and stopped to enjoy what He had made from nothing! 
 

    *This has the same idea as when an artist, after finishing his masterpiece, steps back to admire and 

    evaluate his completed work. 
 

   c. Here God ceased His creative activity, but never stopped His sovereign activity to fulfill His   

   purpose for this world and mankind. 
 

   d. The creation week did establish a permanent pattern for the rhythm of life.  God made us in His  

   image having a pattern of work then rest.  The ideal ratio is to work six days and then have one  

   day of rest. 
 

    *Each one of us is a seven-day clock, which medical leaders say is deeply ingrained in our   

   makeup.  The body has a hard time coping without rest every seven days. 
 

    Mark 2:27 - And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath:  
 

   e. God set the seventh day apart from the other days of the week.  He consecrated it making it holy.   

   It was the way one could set it apart to remember God's greatness and worship Him. 
 

    *Man needs a day to rest, both physically and spiritually.  Man needs a day to concentrate upon  

   God without distractions. 
 

   f. During our Dispensation of Grace, our day is on Sunday, the first day of the week, that we meet  

   and focus our attention on Him (not on the Sabbath).   
 

    Acts 20:7 - And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread,  

   Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight. 
 

    I Corinthians 16:2 - Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as  

   God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.  
 

 
 

B. 

 
 

 1. Genesis Chapter 1 is an overview of the creation of life and the universe in chronological order. We  

  are told what happened on each day.  Chapter 2 focuses on the 6th day of creation, specifically the  

  creation of man and woman.  It is setting up the scene for Genesis 3, where the entrance of sin and  

  death came because of Adam's rebellion.  Chapter 2 will give the details of how Eve was created and  

  the marriage relationship. 
 

 2. [generations]  It’s basic meaning is genealogical history. 
 

   a. Matthew 1:1 - The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.  
 

   b. Dr. Morris says, "It is possible they (genealogies) were written by ancient patriarchs on tablets of  

   stone or clay.  Then Moses, guided by the Holy Spirit, compiled and organized additions of his own 

   to write Genesis. 
 

    *  Of course there was no witness to record the creation events of this first chapter.  God,  

   *  Himself, must have given this information to Moses by direct revelation.   

 

Genesis 2:4- These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day 



   c. The point is, "generations" also has the meaning "to account for."  This is the true account of  

   how the earth and heavens came into being.  This account was a brief overview of the origin  

   of earth,  man, and the universe.  The Lord God Himself created it all. 
 

    Nehemiah 9:5-6 - Then the Levites, Jeshua, and Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabniah, Sherebiah, Hodijah, 

   Shebaniah, and Pethahiah, said, Stand up and bless the LORD your God for ever and ever: and 

   blessed be thy glorious name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise. Neh. 9:6 - Thou,  

   even thou, art LORD alone; thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, 

   the earth, and all things that are therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and thou preservest  

   them all; and the host of heaven worshippeth thee.  
 

    Acts 17:24-28 - God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven 

   and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Acts 17:25 - Neither is worshipped with  

   men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all  

   things; Acts 17:26 - And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face 

   of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;  

    Acts 17:27 - That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him,  

   though he be not far from every one of us: Acts 17:28 - For in him we live, and move, and have 

   our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.  

 

C. 

  

 1. God had created plants on day three.  God did not just plant seeds so the plants could grow.  The  

  plants were obviously mature, and fruit trees had fruit on them, as God told man to eat the fruit on  

  the 6th day.  But until man was created, no man tilled the ground to grow plants for food.  Also, God 

  had a different watering system in place. 

 

 2. There was, at this time, no field planted in the earth since God had not yet established rainfall on  

  earth.  Also, there was no man to cultivate the ground.  God had water vapors rise from the earth  

  that watered everything on earth and then God made man.  It was man who was to cultivate crops  

  and plant the first garden. 
 

   *More than likely there was no normal rainfall on the earth until after the flood.  This would allow 

  for the seasons' weather to become fully functional as we see today. 

 

D. 

 

 
 

 1. We are now given more detail of how God created the first man.  God created man from the dust  

  of the earth.  Keep in mind the name Adam comes from the meaning "earth."  God breathed in Adam 

  the breath of life.  He did not do this for the animals.  Obviously, man was different from the animals. 

 

 2. We also know that animals have the breath of life (Genesis 7:22) and are called living creatures  

  (Genesis 1:24).  The unique difference between man and animals is that man was created and made  

  in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27).  Man was a separate and distinct creation of God. 
 

   Phillips:  "The human body is so complex that no scientist can comprehend more than a fraction of its 

  composition and functions.  A mere piece of skin the size of a postage stamp requires three million 

  cells, a yard of blood vessels, four yards of nerves, one hundred sweat glands, fifteen oil glands, and 

  twenty-five nerve endings!" 

(3) 

Genesis 2:5-6 - And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it 

grew: for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the 

ground. Gen. 2:6 - But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground.  

Genesis 2:7 - And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 

breath of life; and man became a living soul.  



    Psalms 139:14 - I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy 

   works; and that my soul knoweth right well.  
 

 

E. 

 

 

 

    

 1. God made an extra-beautiful garden for man in the area of Eden.  From one part of Eden, the great 

  river gushed through the artesian waters of the deep, running through the garden to provide water for 

  the trees, shrubs, and land.  After leaving Eden, the beautiful waters parted into four areas and  

  eventually into the seas.   

 

 2. Most commentaries say that the site of the Garden of Eden was in the Middle East, near to where  

  the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers are today.  No matter what they try, the garden does not fit into  

  today's rivers in the Middle East.  
 

   a. Note:  The worldwide catastrophic flood of Noah's day would have destroyed the surface of the 

   earth.  If most of the sedimentary strata over earth's surface (many thousands of feet deep in  

   places) is the result of Noah's flood as creationists believe, then we would have no idea where 

   the Garden of Eden was originally located.  The earth's surface was totally changed as a result  

   of the flood!  
 

   b. Question?  Why then are there rivers named Tigris and Euphrates in the Middle East today?  
 

    Answer:  "When Noah and his family came out of the Ark, it had landed in the area of the Middle 

   East (Mountains of Ararat).  It would not have been surprising for them to use names they were 

   familiar with from the pre-flood world after the flood."          ~  Dr. Ham 
 

   c. We do not actually know where the Garden of Eden was located.  But to state they are the same  

   Tigris and Euphrates rivers is to deny the utter destruction caused by the flood. 
 

    *Can you imagine when Adam first opened his eyes and looked upon this majestic garden  

   God had placed him in to enjoy? 

 

F. 

 

 

 

 
 

 1. Here we see it is man's responsibility to work, even before sin.  At this moment there was no curse,  

  so Adam's work would not have been stressful.  Think, everything would have grown perfectly! 

 

 2. The "tree of life" was in the midst of the garden and also the "tree of the knowledge of good and  

  evil."  Each tree had fruit on it.  Adam was given permission to eat from every tree (evidently  

  that included the tree of life), but Adam was instructed not to eat from one tree, the fruit of the  
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Genesis 2:8-14 - And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom 

he had formed. Gen. 2:9 - And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is 

pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of 

knowledge of good and evil. Gen. 2:10 - And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from 

thence it was parted, and became into four heads. Gen. 2:11 - The name of the first is Pison: that is it 

which compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; Gen. 2:12 - And the gold of that 

land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx stone. Gen. 2:13 - And the name of the second river is 

Gihon: the same is it that compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia. Gen. 2:14 - And the name of the 

third river is Hiddekel: that is it which goeth toward the east of Assyria. And the fourth river is  

Euphrates.  

Genesis 2:15-17 - And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and 

to keep it. Gen. 2:16 - And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden 

thou mayest freely eat: Gen. 2:17 - But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not 

eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 



   tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  If he did, he would die! 
 

   *If Adam passed this test, then he and all his descendants would have eternal life in his present state. 
 

 3. It is important to remember that God gave Adam the liberty - freedom to choose.  Without that, man 

  would be just a robot and never be morally accountable for doing wrong. 
 

 

G. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 1. At this stage of creation (6th day), God had created the land animals in pairs or multiples, but only 

  one man.  Adam was not sad, but alone.  Perhaps to teach Adam he was alone, God brought certain 

  animal kinds for Adam to name. 
 

   *God anticipated Adam's need of completeness, so He decided to make him a partner, a helpmeet. 
 

 2. This again overviews creation that the animals were created before Adam.  God then  brought before 

  Adam some of the animals to be named.  God brought enough for Adam to name and to understand 

  he was alone, as there was no mate for him to be found.  Also remember Adam had a perfect brain. 
 

   *This shows no kinship between man and the animals, as the evolutionists imply.  Man is a special 

  creation with an eternal spirit [as was Eve (Genesis 1:27)]. 
 

 3. God puts Adam in a deep sleep.  God then takes out of his side a rib (flesh and bone) to make his  

  bride.  Adam came from dust, but Eve was made from Adam. 
 

   I Corinthians 11:9 - Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man 
 

   I Timothy 2:13 - For Adam was first formed, then Eve.  

 

H. 

 

 

 
 

 1. We now come to the origin of the marriage relationship.  As God presents Eve to Adam, Adam cries 

  out "Wow!  Good job, God!"  He immediately (verses 23-24) gives his vow to this new relationship.  

  This also shows marriage is between a man and a woman.  Can you imagine this scene?  The first two 

  humans standing face to face with each other for the first time in history. 
 

 2. She is called "woman" because she is of the same substance as man.  She is a physical, mental, and 

  spiritual being.  She completed Adam as his partner, so now they are married. 
 

 3. In verse 24, marriage is defined as being the first established institution upon earth.  One is to leave 

  their parents, then cleave unto their mate, and they become one flesh.  She is his and he is hers.  It is a 

  union of two people (male and female) into one person in body, soul, mind, and spirit.   
 

   *My money is hers and her money is hers = a happy marriage! 

 

(5) 

Genesis 2:18-22 - And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him 

an help meet for him. Gen. 2:19 - And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the 

field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and 

whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof.  Gen. 2:20 - And Adam 

gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there 

was not found an help meet for him. Gen. 2:21 - And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon 

Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; Gen. 2:22 - 

And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the 

man 

Genesis 2:23-24 - And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be 

called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Gen. 2:24 - Therefore shall a man leave his father 

and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.  


