
 

I Corinthians 1:10-13 
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A. 

 

 

 

 1. That is the standard that Paul sets for those in the local church and in the Body.  Believer's conduct and  

  behavior are to encourage and promote unity. 
 

   *Remember Paul is writing to a group of believers (Corinth Church) who were carnal and divided.   

  Paul's (Christ-inspiration) desire for this church is to get on the same page of God's will for their lives. 
 

   a. Paul is encouraging them, on behalf of Christ their Lord, to resolve the friction and conflict with  

   others within the church. 
 

    *There was no way to have credibility to their lost community, while at the same time be caught 

   up in division and confusion.  Certainly there is little power when their focus is against others in  

   the church.   
 

   b. Paul wanted them to have the same mind in what they preached, in what they thought, and the same 

   in their judgment (discernment). 
 

    Psalms 133:1 - [Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!]  

 

 2. God here has a higher standard than just being happy with each other's presence.  There is more  

  involved when in unity.  Agreeing with others in fellowship is wonderful, but the same preaching, mind, 

  judgment has to have the same doctrine (at least the basics). 
 

   a. Today there is a big emphasis to get all so-called Christians together and to love one another.   

   They say: "Let's not focus on our differences; let's just focus on Jesus."  They are doing this through 

   conferences, concerts, celebrities, and new versions of the Bible. 
 

   b. True unity keeps our flesh out of it, and we rally around doctrinal truth.  It is having a united  

   testimony to a wonderful grace message and its grace dispensation. 
 

    Romans 16:17 - Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences  

   contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.  
 

    Philippians 1:27 - Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether  

   I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit,  

   with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;  
 

    *Note:  It is not faith in the gospel, but the faith of the gospel (the integrity of the gospel).  The  

   gospel of grace must not be diluted.  
 

    **Paul shares in his epistles the importance of all believers understanding God's message and  

   program for today.  This is so believers can stand together, fight in one spirit, and in one mind  

   (always graciously).   
 

    Ephesians 4:4-6 - There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your  

   calling; Eph. 4:5 - One Lord, one faith, one baptism, Eph. 4:6 - One God and Father of all, who  

   is above all, and through all, and in you all.  
 

    Romans 15:5-6 - Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward  

   another according to Christ Jesus: Rom. 15:6 - That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify  

   God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

I Corinthians 1:10 - Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the 

same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same 

mind and in the same judgment.  



    Colossians 2:2 - That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all 

   riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and 

   of the Father, and of Christ;  
 

   c. We are to be on our toes and spiritually sound so we can identify those who are contrary to  

   true doctrine.  If one is divisive and continues dividing, we are to put them aside.  Why?  That  

   is the struggle for purity, personally and doctrinally.   
 

    (1)  *Note:  There is never a perfect church because we are here!  However, we strive toward the 

    standard Christ set.  We do want to stand on, speak the same thing, and have the same mind 

    scripturally (especially dispensational).   
 

    (2) Example:  Galatians 2:11-14, 16 - But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to 

    the face, because he was to be blamed. Gal. 2:12 - For before that certain came from James, 

    he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, 

    fearing them which were of the circumcision. Gal. 2:13 - And the other Jews dissembled  

    likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation.  

     Gal. 2:14 - But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the  

    gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of  

    Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? 

    Gal 2:16 - Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of  

    Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith  

    of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be  

    justified.  
 

     *We are always to try to resolve problems personally and privately. However, there are  

    times when the problem is spread publically, and you have to publically address it (even  

    though we hate to).  Remember, there is something bigger than ones desire or opinion, and 

    that is the cause of Christ within the church.  Unity is vital for the church to move forward, 

    stand on truth, and to glorify God. 
 

 3. It is interesting that at times there is a good heresy in the sense it helps to mark those who are standing 

  on truth.  It makes those who are approved to be made to appear before the people.   
 

   I Corinthians 11:18-19 - For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that here be  

  divisions among you; and I partly believe it. I Cor. 11:19 - For there must be also heresies among you, 

  that they which are approved may be made manifest among you.  
 

   a. *It is good where error is resisted, and sound doctrine defended.  Even Christianity itself was  

   called heresy by some.  This was when Paul left Judaism for "the gospel of grace." 
 

    Acts 24:14 - But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I 

   the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the prophets:  
 

   b. This is showing that believers should not object over dissension (where someone leaves), over  

   important doctrinal issues.  This is because God, at times, uses this to bring out the truth and  

   to make sure His true servants are seen.  Les Feldick 
 

 4. We live in a world today that is so biased against Christianity and even God Himself.  The sad truth  

  is how culture is affecting the church.  There is a move within many churches to promote abortion, 

  woke, CRT, homosexuality, and socialism. 
 

   Dr. Stam, "Then there are those in Christendom who talk of Christian love and unity.  They  

  intimidate sincere Christians to go along with the majority, no matter what they believe in, the  

  circumstances.  Love must reign!" 
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    Ephesians 4:14-15 - That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about  

   with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in 

   wait to deceive; Eph. 4:15 - But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, 

   which is the head, even Christ:  
 

    II Thessalonians 2:10 - And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish;  

   because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  
 

   a. This is where certain believers rise to oppose us who say we cannot put our stamp of approval  

   on that fellowship.  Many of those leaders and singers have many of the variant heresies that are 

   anti-Bible.  Many follow having the sign gifts that were for Israel's benefit, some with little  

   understanding of what the gospel is.  Most embrace variations of versions of the Bible and many 

   do not want - like dispensations.  Many follow Bethel singers who believe the cross was not  

   sufficient enough to pay for our sins, but Jesus had to suffer in hell and be born again Himself 

   before arising!  Then we are to say let us unify in love! 
 

   b. Remember, the Apostle Paul is the one asking for unity within the Corinth Church, and is the  

   same person who says to Timothy: 
 

    II Timothy 4:1-2 - I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge 

   the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; II Tim. 4:2 - Preach the word; be instant 

   in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.  
 

    I Corinthians 5:1-2, 5 - It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such  

   fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father's  

   wife. I Cor. 5:2 - And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this 

   deed might be taken away from among you. I Cor. 5:5 - To deliver such an one unto Satan for  

   the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
 

   c. Approved?  II Timothy 2:15 - Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 

   not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  

 

B. 

 

 

 Evidently Chloe's family was in the church at Corinth.  They had gotten information to Paul about the 

strivings, contentions and quarrels among the believers at Corinth.  The following verses define - show 

why the divisions.  It was the personalities' opinions that members focused on rather than on the message 

of the Gospel of Grace (Acts 20:24).   
 
 

C. 

 

 

 
 

 1. Actually, it is more than personalities involved.  It seems there are four sects or four parties of  

  division.  They say I am of Paul, Apollos, Cephas, or Christ.  But Paul says again in I Corinthians  

  1:13: 
 

   *Yes, Paul is our Apostle; yes, we are to follow his epistles, but was he crucified for us?  No!  It is 

  always about our Savior and our Lord! 

 

 2.  [my brethren]  Paul is writing to them as his own children in the Lord: 
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I Corinthians 1:11 - For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the 

house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. 

I Corinthians 1:12-13 - Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and  

I of Cephas; and I of Christ. I Cor. 1:13 - Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye 

baptized in the name of Paul?  



   I Corinthians 4:14-15 - I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you.  

   I Cor. 4:15 - For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for 

  in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.  

 

 3. [every one of you saith,]  This means each individual in total in the Corinthian Church was claiming 

  to follow an individual.  Some were saying they belonged to Paul, the founder of the church in  

  Corinth.  Then another group declared they belonged to Apollos, a saved Alexander Jew who had  

  spoken at Corinth (Acts 18:24-9:1).  Then some claimed to be of Peter, a recognized leader of the 

   Little Flock (Galatians 2:7-8).  Then finally some said they were of Christ, the One the other three  

  men said they were preaching.  Thus, the divisions. 

 

 4. Paul reminds them with questions that Christ is not divided and He alone is their Savior (verse 13).  

  At Corinth, Christ had been severed into four parts. 
 

   *  This same personality-following is rampant today.  Proof of this is in all the different churches and 

  *  different denominations.  Even in the grace circles there are the 'ites!    
 

   a. *But none of the 'ites died for your sins or purchased you with their blood, so how can you  

   belong to any of them?! 
 

   b. Even if they were baptized (identified with) in Paul's name (infant church), they were not owned 

   by Paul.  All believers belong to Christ, Who brought them out of death into life, out of Satan's 

   family, and into God's family.  
 

    Romans 6:3-4 -Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized 

   into his death? Rom. 6:4 - Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as 

   Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in  

   newness of life.  
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