
 

 

GALATIANS 2:18 - 3:1 

A.   

 
 

  1. Paul has been given by Christ the new ministry of the gospel of grace.  His message has defeated sin 

   and death.  It has delivered the believer from the law's guilt.  The law has yielded to grace's authority. 

 

   * Now if Paul would bring back the law to follow, he would be guilty of what God had torn down 

   * (the wall of partition). 

 

  2. Also, to go back away from grace in order to be right with God, would mean that Christ's work alone 

   did not save one.  It would be denying what Christ had done and would be saying Christ alone is not 

   enough. 

 

  3. By going back to the old program, it places one back under bondage (a sinner's position), from which 

   they had been delivered. 

 

   ** Remember, Christ and His work (through His cross) has removed and taken out of the way the  

   previous/old program. 

 

  4. Reverting back to the law makes one like a sinner - because it is acting as though you really do not 

   believe that your sins are forgiven in Christ. 

 

   *Believing in Christ means you are dead to a performance-based acceptance. 

 
 

B.  

 
   

  1. The Mosaic law reveals and condemns one who sins.  The law makes the old adamic nature come 

   alive to sin and then condemns you to be sentenced. 

 

  2. [am dead to the law]  When Paul put his faith in Christ (Acts 9), Christ's work positionally placed 

   him under the law of grace.  Grace condemns the accusing law of Moses. 

 

   **The old Adam was put to death positionally, which now makes us dead to the law. 

 

  3. [that I might live unto God.]  Now, being made alive as new spiritual beings, we are able to live 

   holy for God. 

 

   Romans 6:11-14 - Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Rom. 6:12  Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye  

  should obey it in the lusts thereof.  Rom. 6:13  Neither yield ye your members as instruments of un-

  righteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your 

  members as instruments of righteousness unto God.  Rom. 6:14  For sin shall not have dominion over 

  you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.  

 

  4. Paul is saying, if you live trying to keep the law - you are dead unto God.  But if you die to the law 

   (which is a fact of being in Christ), then you can live unto God! 
 

    

Galatians 2:18 - For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.  

Galatians 2:19 - For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God.  



(2) 

   Romans 7:4, 6 - Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; 

  that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring 

  forth fruit unto God. Rom. 7:6  But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we 

  were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.  

 

   **However unreal that may seem to you in your daily experience, it is to God a matter of absolute 

   truth - fact.  When saved, we die with Christ and now that is our new identity. 

 
 

C. 

  

  1. [I am crucified with Christ]  How?  By faith.  The moment you trust Christ, the Holy Spirit identifies

  you with Christ's death, burial, and resurrection. 

 

   a. *God now sees us as though we were actually hanging there with Christ on the cross.  This is 

    absolutely true because of our identification with Christ - since we are in Christ!  It is our 

    crucifixion that renders us dead to law and sin. 

 

   b. God reckons our old adamic man dead.  But in our experience and everyday practice, he is still 

    there.  Our greatest enemy isn't Satan, but our old man tempting us and confronting us daily. 

 

  2. Paul tells us to [put off the old man and put on the new man].  We live the Christian life the same 

   way we become believers...by faith.  **By faith I am dead to the law and sin.  By faith I am alive 

   and living for God this day. 

 

  3. True Christianity is letting Christ control and live in us.  Outwardly, it looks as if we are living only 

   in the flesh.  But in biblical reality, our thoughts, speech, actions, and behavior are now being 

   influenced, directed, and motivated by God, His Word and the Holy Spirit. 

 

   Philippians 2:13 - For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.  

 

   Colossians 1:29 - Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me 

  mightily. 

 

  4. [the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.]  This is God's answer to any protest 

   against asking one to be who they are in Christ.  This statement should cause the believer to try to 

   obey the law of God's righteousness. 

 

   II Corinthians 5:14-15 - For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died 

  for all, then were all dead:  2Cor. 5:15  And that he died for all, that they which live should not hence-

  forth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again.  

 

   Question?  Did the law ever love you, sacrifice for you, show you mercy, or ever make you right 

   with God?  The answer is no and just the opposite!  But Christ did all of that - so follow Him. 

 
 

D. 

Galatians 2:20 - I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the 

life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave him-

self for me.  

Galatians 2:21 - I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is 

dead in vain.  



  1. [I do not frustrate the grace of God] 

 

   a. By trying to live by performance in order to be accepted or approved by God, actually limits 

    the potential that grace wants to work in our life. 

 

    *The word "frustrate" means to act toward something as if it were annulled or made void.  You 

    live as if grace does not exist (legalism). 

 

   b. Can you imagine how God must feel?  After pouring out to us His immeasurable grace to bless 

    us, we then turn our back upon grace through some human legalistic effort to try to please Him 

    by our self-righteous act!  That robs God of His glory and grace.  

 

  2. [for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.]  If one could be righteous by 

   keeping the law, then Christ has to be the biggest fool.  To have gone through the kind of death He 

   suffered, yet not accomplishing His purpose, means it was for nothing! 

 

   * We know He did accomplish all He said He did.  [It is finished]  If not, why on earth did God send 

   His Son to die for our sins?  That would make God responsible in killing His Son for no reason.  It  

   would be unnecessary! 

 

  3. For these Jews (Peter) going back to the law, it shows they were of themselves trying to maintain 

   law's rules to have God's approval. 

 

   Hebrews 10:28-29 - He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses:  

   Heb. 10:29  Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trod-

  den under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sancti-

  fied, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?  

 

 

 
      

      Romans 3:24   We are justified by   grace 

      Romans 3:28   We are justified by   faith 

      Romans 5:9   We are justified by   blood 

      Galatians 2:17  We are justified by   Christ 

 

    **Thus, we are justified by grace through faith in the blood of the resurrected Christ! 

 
 

E.  

   

  1. [O foolish Galatians,] 

 

   a. This shows Paul's love and amazement mixed with concern.  The idea is that the Galatians had 

    not been paying attention to the truth Paul had preached to them.  Paul is asking:  "Where is 

    your brain?  How can you be so stupid, so irrational in not understanding the truth?  Are you out

   of your mind and not able to think straight?" 

 

   b. They were foolish in their departing from Paul's gospel of grace that had saved them.  They were 

   leaving truth for error.  They were saved through Paul's gospel, yet now they were following 

    law's teachings.  

 

(3) 

Bible says: 

Galatians 3:1 - O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before 

whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?  



    Galatians 1:6-7 -  I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of 

   Christ unto another gospel:  Gal. 1:7  Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, 

   and would pervert the gospel of Christ.  

 

   c. They were not discerning enough to see the difference between the Jewish gospel under law and 

    Paul's gospel under grace. 

 

  2. [who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth]  Paul is asking what individual or ring- 

   leader had hoodwinked you to cause you to believe and follow him and his error. 
 

   a. *They had turned from Christ's sufficiency to the previous program of law and condemnation. 

    Peter's message was true for the Little Flock, but that message was not for these Gentile Gala-

   tians. 
 

   b. Lesson:  One can have the Word of God and it is true.  However, by not rightly dividing one  

    does not see that parts of the Bible are not applicable to us today, or not for us to obey.  
 

    **Some Jews had come to Galatia and "bewitched" (charmed or cast a spell) them by giving 

    other scripture truth to obey.  But it was not truth for the Galatians.  It was truth of the previous 

    dispensation to the circumcision. 

 

  3. [before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?]  This is like  

   putting something on a bulletin board for all to see. 
 

   a. Paul had so clearly and openly described the Lord's D.B.R. in such a vivid way.  It is as if these 

    Galatians had actually been witnesses of the Savior's crucifixion.  They saw it as we do today... 

    through the eyes of faith. 
 

    **Paul is talking about their spiritual eyes.  It is part of our inner man that is able to gain 

    spiritual understanding. 
 

    Ephesians 1:17-18 - That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto 

   you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:  Eph. 1:18  The eyes of your 

   understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the 

   riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,  
 

   b. This had happened through the preaching and instruction of Paul's ministry.  The gospel of the 

    grace of God had been clearly presented and understood by them.  That gave them the know- 

    ledge to believe what had happened at Calvary more than if they had personally been there. 
 

    *Remember at the time of the cross, its truths for salvation had not been revealed yet (not until 

    Paul). 
 

   c. This is called doctrine and it is better than eye witnesses.  You can see something and it be  

    wrong.  Most say do not confuse me with the facts (doctrine). 
 

    II Peter 1:16-19 -  For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known  

   unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  

   2Pe 1:17  For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice 

   to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.  2Pe 1:18  

   And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.  

    2Pe 1:19  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, 

   as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your  

   hearts:  

 

(4) 



  4. The Galatians had started well.  They had a clear understanding of Christ and His cross.  But here, 

   we see their lapse into foolishness - not being able to think clearly about circumcision-law versus 

   uncircumcision-grace. 

 

   a. **We have seen this with believers.  At first (or for a time), they are excited, straight and   

   assured.  Then someone (Satan) shows them some scripture (out of its context) and it causes 

    them to doubt - in that they do not measure up to the Kingdom's-law's requirements.   

 

    *Somehow they forgot that Christ's work was enough for them once for all. 

 

   b. Someone bewitches you, as if by a magic spell, or captivates you to be under their control.  They 

   have a list of things you must do to be accepted by God.  Someone put the evil eye on you.  You 

   think they are godly and they stop-trick you in your tracks.  Their spell draws you away from  

   truth and confidence in God's Word of doctrine.  That's not by accident! 

 

    **Do you believe Satan can use good believers to help turn other believers from truth? 

 

   c. These Galatians were being told to bring back to life the old program that God had set aside. 

 

       It is as if Christendom has been "bewitched" to raise up a dead-past program, the 

             law-kingdom system, to be brought back to life.  That is witchcraft! 

 

      Galatians 5:1, 4 - Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, 

     and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. Gal 5:4  Christ is become of no 

     effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.  

 

    God tells us today: 

 

      Galatians 3:25 - But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.  

 

 

    

(5) 

Lesson: 


