
 

I Corinthians 1:14-18 
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A. 

 

 

 
 

 1. There are some who say Paul not being able to remember who or how many he baptized is proof that  

  inspiration of scriptures is _____ true. 
 

   Answer:  The fact that Paul cannot recall does not do away with divine inspiration, but it shows that  

  God does not do away with human _____sonality.  God supernaturally uses man's character (of the  

  _____ter) while at the same time injecting ____vine revelation that perfectly produced God's errorless  

  book - the Bible. 
 

   *Jesus Christ Himself was _____ine and _____an having God's and man's characteristics.  Even when  

  we are saved, we have an old and a new man. 

 

 2. Question?  Why would God use Paul's seeming absent-mindedness?  Why would He record this or  

  what would be His purpose for having written down Paul's lapsing memory of _____ he baptized and  

  how many? 
 

   Answer:  It is actually teaching how ____important water baptism had become in Paul's mind.  He is  

  demonstrating the lessening importance of water baptism.  The reason Paul was glad he had baptized so 

  few was that God had _____ sent him to baptize _____ to preach the gospel. 

 

B. 

 
 

 

 1. This is the only place _____ce the four gospels that states not sent to baptize.  John the Baptist was sent 

  to baptize (John 1:31-33); his disciples followed him (John 3:25-30, Mark 9:14); Peter and the 11 were  

  sent to baptize (Matthew 28:19-20, Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38); Paul was _____ sent to baptize, though he  

  did a few. 

 

 2. When Paul wrote I Corinthians, he was writing from Ephesus two years ____ter.  During that period of 

  time, Paul received ____ther revelations. 
 

   Acts 26:16 - But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make  

  thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which 

  I will appear unto thee;  
 

   II Corinthians 12:1 - It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and revelations 

  of the Lord.  

 

 3. The contrast between the commission to the 12 and the one to Paul should _____ck one's mind -  

  thinking to recognize the one commission is for the Gospel of the Kingdom (water baptism), and the  

  other one is for the Gospel of the Grace of God (Acts 20:24), with ____ baptism. 
 

   *The truth is that many churches have caused confusion with their many ______ of baptizing or the  

  _____son they baptize.  This has caused many divisions.  The real questions we should be asking is:   

  Should we practice water baptism at _____?  Is it included in God's program for this _____sent  

  dispensation? (Dr. Stam) 

I Corinthians 1:14-16 - I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius; I Cor. 1:15 - Lest any 

should say that I had baptized in mine own name. I Cor. 1:16 - And I baptized also the household of 

Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized any other.  

I Corinthians 1:17 - For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, 

lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. 



  4. The question then arises, "Why did Paul ever baptize?  What motivated him?  We know that during 

  part of the Acts ministry, Paul did baptize.  Why? 
 

   a. It was _____ that Christ sent him to do it (verse 17). 
    

   b. It must have been Paul's decision that he thought he should do it (a good idea).  Remember the 

   program Paul was coming _____ of, the Jewish Prophetic Kingdom Law Program (many kinds of 

   washings - baptisms). 
 

    (1) *It was something Paul emerged out of and Christ did not tell him not to at the ____ginning.   

    So for a while Paul performed water baptism _______ the new mystery revelation was  

    communicated unto Paul by Christ. 
 

    (2) Also keep in mind that from Acts 9-28 was the transition from Israel's favor program to  

    being set aside as a nation; so it is with Paul.  He gradually, _____gressively, went from the 

    Jews first to the Gentiles. 
 

     *Paul at the beginning spoke in tongues, circumcised, healed people, raised the dead, and  

    performed miraculous sign gifts.  Why don't we do _____se things today?  Why do many just 

    focus on baptism? 
 

    (3) I believe Paul baptized and did other Jewish things so he would not offend the Little Flock, 

    and be accepted.  These things at first (until he went to the Gentiles) allowed him to have  

    credibility with the Jews. 
 

     Romans 11:11, 13-14 - I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid:  

    but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to  

    jealousy. Rom. 11:13 - For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the  

    Gentiles, I magnify mine office: Rom. 11:14 - If by any means I may provoke to emulation 

    them which are my flesh, and might save some of them.  
 

     Acts 16:3 - Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and took and circumcised him  

    because of the Jews which were in those quarters: for they knew all that his father was a  

    Greek.  
 

     I Corinthians 9:19-22 - For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant 

    unto all, that I might gain the more. I Cor. 9:20 - And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I 

    might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them 

    that are under the law; I Cor. 9:21 - To them that are without law, as without law, (being not 

    without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law.  

     I Cor. 9:22 - To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things 

    to all men, that I might by all means save some.  
 

     Acts 28:27-28 - For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of  

    hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with 

    their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 

    Acts 28:28 - Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the  

    Gentiles, and that they will hear it.  
 

     *  So yes, Paul did baptize a few but _____er "for remission of sins" as did the Little Flock's 

    *  program.  After more information came from Christ, he ______ baptizing (and so did __).  

        Paul began to talk about the _____ baptism of the Body. 
 

     I Corinthians 12:13 - For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be  

    Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one  

    Spirit.  
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    Ephesians 4:5 - One Lord, one faith, one baptism,  
 

    Colossians 2:11 - In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands,  

   in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:  
 

    Romans 2:28-29 - For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision,  

   which is outward in the flesh: Rom. 2:29 - But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and  

   circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men,  

   but of God.  
 

    Colossians 2:12 - Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the  

   faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.  

 

  5. [sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel] 
 

   a. No other one _____or to Paul in the New Testament could say that of (John the Baptist, Peter, the 

   12). That also shows the gospel alone now saves without baptism.  They do not go together any 

   longer as under Israel's program (Mark 1:4, 16:16; Acts 2:38, 3:24).   
 

    *  Paul was _____ commissioned to preach baptism as the 12 were (Matthew 28:18-20).  
 

   b. God sent Paul to preach the gospel.  When Paul refers to the gospel, it is _____ gospel that had  

   been revealed to him by Christ.  Paul's gospel was the full accomplishments of Christ's DBR  

   _______ known before. 
 

    Romans 2:16 - In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to 

   my gospel.  
 

    II Corinthians 4:3 - But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:  
 

    Romans 16:25-26 - Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the 

   preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret  

   since the world began, Rom. 16:26 - But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the  

   prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for 

   the obedience of faith:  
 

    II Timothy 2:8 - Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead  

   according to my gospel:  
 

    Galatians 1:12 - For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of 

   Jesus Christ.  
 

    I Corinthians 15:3-4 - For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that  

   Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; I Cor. 15:4 - And that he was buried, and  

   that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:  
 

    Romans 4:25 - Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.  
 

    Acts 13:38-39 - Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is  

   preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: Acts 13:39 - And by him all that believe are justified 

   from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.  

 

  6. [not with wisdom of words (intellectual _____tory), lest the cross of Christ should be made of none  

  effect.] 
 

   a. Paul knew what he preached (Gospel of Grace - DBR), but also _____ he preached.  The  

   content and method of his message were to be in agreement. 
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   b. Example:  Dr. Robert Gromacki:  "For one to be heretical, denying Christ's deity, His sacrifice 

   and resurrection, or if man's logic or unscriptural reasons are used to move sinners to make a  

   decision for Christ, then the cross has been ______pped of its divine _____nificance.  The cross 

   then is [made of none effect]. " 
 

   c. Dr. Morris says:  "The faithful preaching of the cross results in men ceasing to put their trust  

   in _____ human device, and relying rather on God's work in Christ.  A reliance on rhetoric would 

   cause men to trust in men, the very antithesis of what the preaching of the cross is meant to  

   effect."  
 

   d. Paul is trying to move the Corinthians from trusting in human logic or reasoning when sharing 

   the gospel to trusting in the gospel message _____elf.   
 

    (1) *Paul warns against using natural wisdom expressed with words and then expecting  

    _______natural results. 
 

    (2) Stop using or relying upon your _____ intelligence, clever sayings, or personal education to 

    get decisions (professions and not possessions).  Paul is saying, "Do not use your human  

    wisdom, because it drains the cross of its ______ing and its _____er." 
 

     I Corinthians 4:15 - For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not 

    many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.  
 

     II Thessalonians 2:13-14 - But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren 

    beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through 

    sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: II Thes 2:14 - Whereunto he called you by 

    our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

C. 

 
 
 

 1.  [For the preaching of the cross...it is the power of God.]  This clearly shows that Paul's Gospel of  

  Grace is based on the accomplishments of Calvary.  If ____lieved in, within the cross' ______ is the 

  power of salvation. 
 

   Romans 1:16-17 - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto  

  salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. Rom. 1:17 - For therein  

  is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.  
 

   Galatians 6:14 - But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by  

  whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.  
 

   *  Dr. Stam:  "Paul did not go to the lost and say, 'Repent and be baptized and God will forgive you.'  

  *  Instead he said in effect, 'I have good news for you!  Your sins ______ all been paid for!  Believe, 

      be saved, and rejoice!"   It is all of grace! 
 

   Ephesians 1:13 - In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your  

  salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,  

 

  2. But Paul also says [is to them that perish foolishness;].  To the majority of lost people on their  

  way to hell, the cross of Christ truth is sense______, stupid, silly, and _____urd. 
 

   *They look at us and say we are nuts; we look at them and they _____ nuts (morons).  One day it will  

  be too late for them.  They will not be part of the Rapture.  Notice what will happen to them ______  

  after the Body is removed: 
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I Corinthians 1:18 - For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which 

are saved it is the power of God.  



   II Thessalonians 2:9-12 - Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and 

  signs and lying wonders, II Thes. 2:10 - And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that 

  perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. II Thes. 2:11 - And 

  for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: II Thes. 2:12 - That 

  they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.  

 

 3. Today we should be so grateful that we believe in the cross, which is the _____dom of _____! 
 

   I Corinthians 2:6-8 - Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of 

  this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: I Cor. 2:7 - But we speak the wisdom 

  of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory:  

   I Cor. 2:8 - Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have 

  crucified the Lord of glory.  
 

   Ephesians 3:8-10 - Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should 

  preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; Eph. 3:9 - And to make all men see  

  what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, 

  who created all things by Jesus Christ: Eph. 3:10 - To the intent that now unto the principalities and 

  powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,  
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