
 

 

REPLACEMENT THEOLOGY 

A. What is the definition of Replacement Theology? 

 

 1. This is also known as Covenant Theology and Supersessionism.  It is the false teaching that says  

 Israel has been replaced by the Body Church as the people of God.  They say that Israel has been 

 irrevocably cut off from God.  Replacement Theology is also known as the doctrine of spiritual  

 Israel. 

 

  2. They say the Jews were originally called by God to be carriers of the biblical revelation of God.  It 

  was through their disobedience, their rejection of the prophets, and ultimately their rejection of Jesus 

  Christ as Messiah, that they decided to kill Him.  As a result of all Israel's sins, God has completely 

  rejected her.  They say He is eternally finished with Israel.  God took their promised Kingdom from 

  them and gave the Kingdom to His new people..the Body Church. 
 

   *The Body Church replaces Israel as the royal priesthood, a chosen people, and all the promises made 

  to Israel are now given to the Body Church (not Israel's curses). 

 

  3. In this teaching, the church today is the new or true Israel that has permanently replaced or  

  superseded Israel as the people of God.  As a result of this, there has to be a reinterpretation of  

  the Old Testament, Gospels, and early Acts of God's prophecies and promises given to Israel.  Those 

  prophecies and promises cannot mean what they are now.  So they spiritualize the word to make them 

  mean the Church Body. 
 

   *Again, they decided that the Jews were responsible for killing Jesus. This was their ultimate sin.   

  As a result of that, God now has no plan for Israel any longer. 

 

B.  Question?  Why is this lie so dangerous? 

 

 1. The thinking that the Jews were responsible for the death of Christ, the killing of the God of  

 Christianity, has caused untold anti-semitism. 
 

   *There has been a 2000 year legacy of anti-semitism, the hatred and persecution of the Jewish  

  people.  Most of these atrocities have been done in the name of Christ and Christianity. 
 

   Example:  Rose Brice, a Holocaust survivor, lost all of her family except for one sister.  They were  

  all gassed at Auschwitz, a Nazi concentration camp for Jews.  She later became a believer.  She  

  tells the story of German soldiers, wearing a cross on their uniforms, shouting, "We kill you because 

  you killed our God, Jesus Christ!" 

 

  2. Replacement Theology lies in complete conflict with the very heart of God and what the Bible  

  teaches. 
 

   *   The Bible tells us that God has a loving, unceasing call for the Jewish people. 
 

   Jeremiah 31:3 - The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an  

  everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.  

 

  3. This false teaching also takes away the Rapture for the Body Church and His Revelation to earth for 

  Israel (the literalness of end-time prophecy). 
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C. When did this false teaching begin?  

 

 1. Replacement Theology was part of the early church problems. 
 

   Romans 11:16-18 - For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the 

  branches. Romans 11:17 - And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, 

  wert graffed in among them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree; Romans 

  11:18 - Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee.  
 

   *Paul had to deal with it in his Body ministry.  The "root" (Israel) is holy, so he says to the Gentile  

  believers, do not boast against the "branches" (Jews).  Paul says that just because the nation of Jews  

  has been set aside for a season, do not get haughty, puffed up, and say you are now God's people and  

  they are not.  Now you are favored and they never will be again! 

 

  2. Romans 11:19-21 - Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be graffed in.  

   Romans 11:20 - Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not  

  highminded, but fear: Romans 11:21 - For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also 

  spare not thee.  
 

   a. Paul warns them that if God was willing to break off some branches, and if they (Body Gentile  

   believers) have an arrogant - haughty attitude about the Jews, God will break them for their  

   treatment of Israel. 
 

   b. Evidently this was an issue Paul had to deal with in the early Church Body among the Gentile  

   believers (Romans).  I also believe that Paul shared this truth to encourage and give hope to the  

   Jewish people one day. 
 

   c. Yes, we as believers have become partakers of spiritual blessings with Abraham, but not in the  

   sense of replacement.  God has not destroyed the original tree (Israel) to plant a new tree (Body). 

 

  3. Many of the early church fathers were anti-Jewish Israel.  Although many were godly men who did  

  some good in their writings and ministry, they still promoted this idea of Replacement Theology -  

  Covenant Theology.  The celebration of any Jewish days were forbidden and considered heretical by  

  the Roman Catholic Church and Reformers.  The church was completely de-Judaized.    
 

   *Sadly, even in Christendom today, anti-Semitism is still being taught in various forms and even rising 

  worldwide.  

 

D.  Question?  Why is Replacement Theology scripturally false? 

 

  1. Genesis 12 tells us that Abraham is a "friend of God".  He was promised a land by God's unconditional 

  covenant (Genesis 12:1-3).  This was an everlasting covenant that he would have as a heritage -  

  descendant as the sand of the sea.   

 

  2. Genesis 17:6-7 - And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings  

  shall come out of thee. Gen. 17:7 - And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed 

  after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after  

  thee.  
 

   Since this is an "Everlasting Covenant," Replacement Theology is not true, but a lie. 
 

   *Israel's land (today just a sliver of what God promised), that demands the world's attention, if for no  

  other reason, is promised to her by God! 

 

    

 



  *Through Abraham, the Jews were in the land thousands of years before any Muslim.  Ownership of 

 the land belongs to the Jewish people. 

 

  3. Genesis 17:19 - And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy 

  seed after thee in their generations.  
 

   a. This everlasting covenant was repeated 15 times in the Old Testament.  It was to a specific  

   group of people for a specific piece of land (Jews and Israel), and is not revocable nor conditional 

   upon the people.  It is dependent upon God alone! 
 

   b. *   This covenant - promise was repeated to Isaac, Jacob, the 12 tribes, David, Solomon, and  

   Israel's seed. 
 

    Note:  Romans 15:8 - Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth 

   of God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers:  

 

  4. Jeremiah 31:31-32 - Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with  

  the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: Jer. 31:32 - Not according to the covenant that I  

  made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; 

  which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD:  
 

   a. God declares that He is going to also make a new covenant with Israel.   
 

    Context:  Israel is in Babylonian captivity when God makes this promise.  God's future promise 

   to Israel is that, in spite of her sin, He is aware of what she has done and will do.  In spite  

   of all of that, He is going to add to His everlasting covenant a new agreement with Israel.  
 

    *It does not say because of her many sins that He was going to break her, replace her, sever her, 

   nor be finished with her. 
 

   b. Jeremiah 31:33-34 - But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel;  

   After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their  

   hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. Jer. 31:34 - And they shall teach no 

   more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they  

   shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will  

   forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. 
 

    One day in the future, at Tribulations' end, God tells Israel that He is going to restore and forgive 

   them. 
 

    Acts 3:19-21 - Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when  

   the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; Acts 3:20 - And he shall send 

   Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: Acts 3:21 - Whom the heaven must receive 

   until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy  

   prophets since the world began.  

 

  5. Jeremiah 31:35-37 - Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances 

  of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; 

  The LORD of hosts is his name: Jer. 31:36 - If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the  

  LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever. Jer. 31:37 -  

  Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out 

  beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the LORD.  
 

   a. The sun in the day and the moon in the night are physical declarations of God's love for Israel.   

   Only if the sun, moon, stars disappear or cease to exist, can somebody say biblically and  

   accurately that Israel has ceased to be a nation before Him! 
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    *Everyday, as the sun - moon - stars shine, they are revealing God's sovereignty in preserving  

   and protecting the Jewish people as His chosen nation to this day.  
 

   b. All of the anti-Israel history in the past, as well as the future, will disappear, but Israel has  

   and will remain!  This is not because of their great numbers, but because of God's great promise 

   to Israel.  This is in direct opposition to Replacement Theology. 
 

    Note:  In verse 27, it states it is impossible for man to measure the earth and the Heavens.  God 

   says He recognizes what all Israel's done, yet He will not cast them off!  

 

  6. Romans 11:1, 5 - I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of 

  the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. Romans 11:5 - Even so then at this present time also 

  there is a remnant according to the election of grace.  
 

   a. God has not cast away His people, has not cut off Israel, nor has He rejected them.  Remember, 

   Paul says this on this side of Calvary!  Replacement Theology says Israel ended at the cross,  

   which of course is not true. 
 

   b. Romans 11:7-8, 15 - What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the  

   election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded Romans 11:8 - (According as it is written,  

   God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they  

   should not hear;) unto this day. Romans 11:15 - For if the casting away of them be the  

   reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead? 
 

    The nation Israel, which God intended to use to evangelize the world, is currently set aside.   

   Today the world is hearing God's Word through the ministry of the apostle Paul (Romans- 

   Philemon), apart from Israel. 
 

    Romans 11:11-15 - I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but  

   rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy.  

    Romans 11:12 - Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them 

   the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness? Romans 11:13 - For I speak to you  

   Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office: Romans 11:14 - If 

   by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, and might save some of  

   them. Romans 11:15 - For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what  

   shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?  
 

   c. Today Israel's prophetic program is temporarily suspended (not eternally).  However, God will 

   one day take away Israel's sins (save her) in her promised new covenant. 
 

    Romans 11:25-27 - For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest  

   ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the  

   fulness of the Gentiles be come in. Romans 11:26 - And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is  

   written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:  

    Romans 11:27 -  For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 

 

    Ezekiel 36:16-28 - Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Eze. 36:17 - Son of 

   man, when the house of Israel dwelt in their own land, they defiled it by their own way and by 

   their doings: their way was before me as the uncleanness of a removed woman. Eze. 36:18 -   

   Wherefore I poured my fury upon them for the blood that they had shed upon the land, and for 

   their idols wherewith they had polluted it: Eze. 36:19 - And I scattered them among the heathen, 

   and they were dispersed through the countries: according to their way and according to their  

   doings I judged them. Eze. 36:20 - And when they entered unto the heathen, whither they went, 

   they profaned my holy name, when they said to them, These are the people of the LORD, and are 

   gone forth out of his land. Eze. 36:21 - But I had pity for mine holy name, which the house of 
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    Israel had profaned among the heathen, whither they went. Eze. 36:22 - Therefore say unto  

   the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel,  

   but for mine holy name's sake, which ye have profaned among the heathen, whither ye went.  

   Eze. 36:23 - And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the heathen, which 

   ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen shall know that I am the LORD, saith  

   the Lord GOD, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes. Eze. 36:24 - For I will take 

   you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your  

   own land. Eze. 36:25 - Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from  

   all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. Eze. 36:26 - A new heart also  

   will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart  

   out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. Eze. 36:27 - And I will put my spirit  

   within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. 

   Eze. 36:28 - And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, 

   and I will be your God. 

 

E.  Thought:  If God did not keep His promises to Israel, then how can we be sure He will keep His word  

 to us? 

 

  1.  If not to Israel, who is to say He would keep His word to us.  This just shows how dangerous  

  Replacement Theology - Covenant Theology and Supersessionism is. 
 

   *We are to avoid it and stand against every false doctrine that places doubt about God's word. 
 

   Genesis 3:1 - Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God  

  had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the  

  garden?  

 

  2. If God does not keep His promise to Israel, and if He has reached His limit on grace to Israel (crossed 

  that line), then how could today's believers have any true confidence, security, themselves?  At what 

  point could He pull the plug on us?  Could He ever say, "You have reached the limit of my grace.  

  Enough is enough!" 
 

   *Remember, as He loves Israel with an everlasting love (Jeremiah 31:3), so does He us (Romans  

  8:35-39). 
 

   Titus 1:2 - In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;  

 

F. Should today's believers support Israel while she is still in unbelief? 

 

  1. Remember, Israel's rejection of Christ is a present fact, but not permanent.  *God has great things in 

  store for Israel after this dispensation of grace and the Tribulation (Millennium). 

 

  2. The scriptures warn Gentiles about speaking against Israel. 

 

  3. We should understand and remember God's plan - purpose.  *His promise to Israel is unconditional 

  and immutable.  His promises will be literally fulfilled.  
 

   **Man is unfaithful, but God is always faithful. 

 

  4. Paul tells us that we believers have an obligation to Israel because of our spiritual heritage and  

  indebtedness to them. 
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   Romans 15:27 - It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles have been 

  made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things.  
 

   *They have given us Abraham of faith, Christ our Savior, and even the scriptures! 
 

   Romans 3:1-2 - What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision?  

   Romans 3:2 - Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God. 
 

   Titus 2:13 - Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our  

  Saviour Jesus Christ;  
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