
 

I Corinthians 4:5-13 

(1) 

A. 

 
 

  

 1. When Christ returns (up in the air to meet Him) at the Rapture.  We will later stand before Him at the  

  Judgment Seat.  He will then reward us according to the Gospel of Grace. 
 

   Romans 2:16 - In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my  

  gospel.  
 

   Note:  Those in the Kingdom program are not going to be judged according to the program of the  

  Gospel of Grace.  The judgment here is just to those in the Body of Christ.  The time of our judging  

   will be when the Lord returns for us.  The time of our rewards will be then. 

 

 2. Paul is saying since it is the Lord who examines believers, do not make judging of others or self-  

  evaluating part of your life because He will do that upon His return. 
 

   a. Human judgments are invalid.  When Christ returns, He will judge fairly and accurately the true 

   motives of our heart. 
 

   b. [the hidden things of darkness,] Only God can see in ones hidden heart.  This seems to be the deeds 

   done when one is alone or not watched by others.  I do not believe it refers to certain failures or  

   some kind of evil, but it is those places known only to God.   
 

    **Some believe it could be darkness of those Corinthians who were condemning and criticizing  

   Paul wrongly. 
 

   c. [and then shall every man (Body believers) have praise of God.] 
 

    (1) Whether one believer is rewarded for little good or much good, each one will applaud and lift  

    up God's name.  After the Judgment Seat of Christ, all believers will acknowledge God's  

    greatness, fairness, goodness, in how He determined their rewards! 
 

    (2) [every man] has the meaning of "each one as an individual."  Each individual will have their  

    total life as a believer taken into account.   Each one will receive a grade (so to speak) as there 

    will be degrees of praises.   
 

     *  Have you ever been to a graduation? 

 

B. 

 

 

 
 

 1. Paul reminds them again (3:5-6) not to get caught up with personalities that overshadow truth.  The  

  issue is doctrines given to them by Paul and to us.  God wants the individual and the local church to be 

  places of sound (mystery) doctrine (stewards of the mysteries of God).  

 

 2. Paul had used his and Apollos' names as examples of not thinking about men above that which is  

  written. 

 

 3. They were not to be puffed up causing one to be against another, having an us-against-them attitude.  It 

  is not a popularity contest, but this is God's work and God's truths.  Just remember this:  
  

 

I Corinthians 4:5 - Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light 

the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every 

man have praise of God.  

I Corinthians 4:6 - And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos for 

your sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which is written, that no one of you 

be puffed up for one against another.  



   Isaiah 40:6-8 - The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the  

  goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: Isa. 40:7 - The grass withereth, the flower fadeth:  

  because the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. Isa. 40:8 - The grass  

  withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.  
 

   Luke 16:14-15 - And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and they  

  derided him. Luke 16:15 - And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before  

  men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination  

  in the sight of God.  
 

   *If anyone wants to be right and to agree with God. 

 

C. 

 

 
 

 1. [For who maketh thee to differ from another?]  God did! 
 

   I Corinthians 12:18 - But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath  

  pleased him.  
 

   *God did not ask us who we wanted to be.  He made us in Christ who He wanted us to be!  No doubt 

  then, it is up to us by our study, surrender, and service to Him, what level of maturity we will be. 

  We are all equal, yet made to fulfill God's purpose in the Body with us. 

 

 2. [and what hast thou that thou didst not receive?]  Answer - Nothing!  Every talent or godly  

  characteristic is a  gift from God. 

 

 3. [now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?]  If it was a gift,  

  why are you making out as if you earned it?  Paul is saying, "Should not this humble you before Him 

  rather than make you conceited.  You need to deflate your self ego." 

 

D. 

 

 
 

 1. Here Paul uses some biting sarcasm.  "You have all you need and are great leaders without us around.  

  You do not need our counsel or advice.  You can manage the Corinthian Church all by yourselves  

  (divisions?)."  Actually, they were the opposite of what they thought.  They were carnal and spiritually 

  poor.  They thought they were kings, heads over the church.  They had the programs, the crowds, and 

  the means to grow a church. 
 

 2. Paul then says he wished what they thought of themselves were really true.  Paul wished they were  

  as noble and virtuous as they had imagined themselves to be. Then they could have joined with Paul 

  to rule! 
 

 

E. 

 

 
 

 1. It is not surprising here that when Paul thought of the attitude of the world, angels, and religious  

  people against him, that he concluded God must have displayed the apostles last, the last step of His 

  ladder.  
 

 2. [appointed to death:] It is hard for us in America to grasp this (it is coming).  Because of    

  Paul's (2) 

I Corinthians 4:7 - For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not  

receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it? 

I Corinthians 4:8 - Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without us: and I would to 

God ye did reign, that we also might reign with you.  

I Corinthians 4:9 - For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for 

we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.  



   message and stance for Christ in Satan's evil policy world, it was as if Paul, from the beginning, was 

  condemned to death.  Paul said: "I die daily." 
 

    Acts 14:19-20 - And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the 

  people, and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead. Acts 14:20 -  

  Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and came into the city: and the next day 

  he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.  
 

   Acts 19:26, 28 - Moreover ye see and hear, that not alone at Ephesus, but almost throughout all Asia, 

  this Paul hath persuaded and turned away much people, saying that they be no gods, which are made 

  with hands: Acts 19:28 - And when they heard these sayings, they were full of wrath, and cried out, 

  saying, Great is Diana of the Ephesians.  
 

   Acts 25:2-3 - Then the high priest and the chief of the Jews informed him against Paul, and besought 

  him, Acts 25:3 - And desired favour against him, that he would send for him to Jerusalem, laying wait 

  in the way to kill him.  
 

   Acts 21:31-32 - And as they went about to kill him, tidings came unto the chief captain of the band, 

  that all Jerusalem was in an uproar. Acts 21:32 - Who immediately took soldiers and centurions, and 

  ran down unto them: and when they saw the chief captain and the soldiers, they left beating of Paul.  

 

 3. [we are made a spectacle]  It has the meaning of theater, to be made a gazing-stock.  The attitude  

  of the world toward truth and those who share that truth, is that we are insane, crazy, odd, trouble-  

  makers, cultic, and absolutely (ha-ha) wrong.  They become enemies of the cross.  To Paul, many  

  believed he would be better being shown he was a fool, enemy of their truth, and even dead! 

 

F. 

 

 
 

 *Paul again depicts himself, his helpers, and then the Corinthians as being opposites.  

 

 1. [We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ;]  Paul is using sarcasm again to make  

  his point.  We are considered morons, stupid, in our service to Christ as apostles, but you consider 

  yourselves wise, intelligent, on top of it all. 

 

 2. [we are weak, but ye are strong;]  We are without strength, the world's enemies.  On the other hand, 

  the Corinthians considered themselves mighty, powerful, with the world and the church. 
 

   II Corinthians 10:10 - For his letters, say they, are weighty and powerful; but his bodily presence is 

  weak, and his speech contemptible.  

 

 3. [ye are honourable, but we are despised.]  While the Corinthians thought of themselves as famous, 

  distinguished people, they and others thought of Paul as being dishonorable and less accepted by  

  the world - church. 
 

   *Note:  The reality of what the Corinthians thought was just the opposite.  They were carnal,  

  immature, spiritual pygmies, babies, with no spiritual strength.  Who they criticized (Paul - workers) 

  were the ones who had given the correct message.  However, when pride of positions enter, many  

  believers cannot handle humility or submissiveness to other authority. 

 

 

 

 

 

(3) 

I Corinthians 4:10 - We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are 

strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised.  



G. 

 

 
 

 1. Paul gives an insight to himself and fellow workers.  They did not have enough to eat, drink, little  

  clothing (winter), hit with physical infirmities, and no certainty where to sleep.  
 

   II Corinthians 12:7 - And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the  

  revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I  

  should be exalted above measure.  
 

   II Corinthians 11:24-28 - Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. II Cor. 11:25 -   

  Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have 

  been in the deep; II Cor. 11:26 - In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils 

  by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in 

  perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; II Cor. 11:27 - In weariness and painfulness, in  

  watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. II Cor. 11:28 - Beside 

  those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches.  

 

 2. Paul and his companions were willing to suffer greatly for the Gospel of Grace mystery program.   

  Us?  Paul was willing to suffer, even to be homeless at times for Christ sake.  He lacked sustenance 

  and physical protection. 

 

H. 

 

 
 

 1. [And labour, working with our own hands:]  Paul (tentmaker) toiled to the point of weariness and  

  exhaustion, working long hours with his hands.  
 

   Acts 18:3-4 - And because he was of the same craft, he abode with them, and wrought: for by their 

  occupation they were tentmakers. Acts 18:4 - And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and 

  persuaded the Jews and the Greeks.  
 

   I Timothy 4:10 - For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, 

  who is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe.  

 

 2. [being reviled, we bless;]   When Paul would speak, or give out the truth, often he would be yelled at, 

  railed against, and abused.  But he would respond by speaking well of his adversaries! 
 

   Romans 12:14, 20-21 - Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not. Rom. 12:20 - Therefore 

  if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of 

  fire on his head. Rom. 12:21 - Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.  

 

 3. [being persecuted, we suffer it:]  When Paul suffered for preaching the Gospel of Grace, he would  

  take it, endure it, holding up in spite of it! 
 

   Colossians 3:13 - Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel  

  against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 
 

   Luke 23:34 - Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted 

  his raiment, and cast lots.  

 

 

 

(4) 

I Corinthians 4:11 - Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buf-

feted, and have no certain dwellingplace;  

I Corinthians 4:12 - And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, 

we suffer it:  



I. 

 

 
 

 1. [Being defamed, we intreat:]  This means there were those who spoke ill, vile, evil, lying, awful  

  words, blasphemous of Paul.  But Paul responded kindly with words to encourage the slanderers to 

  speak the truth. 
 

   II Corinthians 2:7 - So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps 

  such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow.  

 

 2. [we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day.]  It is  

  amazing how Paul describes himself and his helpers here.  To the world's view and many in the  

  church, he is considered as filth, scum, and waste. 
 

   a. **No doubt this is because Paul and his helpers were faithful to the mystery's truths.  The vast 

   majority of ministers today preach a different gospel, teach different doctrine.  Thus, they attack 

   with venom the true gospel people.  
 

    Lamentations 3:45 - Thou hast made us as the offscouring and refuse in the midst of the people.  
 

    **Brillo pad? 
 

   b. What Paul has been saying is the result of faithfully preaching the gospel of the mystery!  The 

   world and most of Christendom will hate and abuse us, but God will be faithful to us. 
 

    II Timothy 4:14-18 - Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him  

   according to his works: II Tim. 4:15 - Of whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly withstood 

   our words. II Tim. 4:16 - At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I  

   pray God that it may not be laid to their charge. II Tim. 4:17 - Notwithstanding the Lord stood 

   with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the 

   Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. II Tim. 4:18 - And the Lord 

   shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom 

   be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

 

 
  

  
 

    

 

 

    

 

(5) 

I Corinthians 4:13 - Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the off-

scouring of all things unto this day.  


