
 Qualifications  

"An overseer then must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to 
teach, not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, uncontentious, and free from the love of money. He must be one 
who manages his own household well, keeping children under control with all dignity...and not a new convert, he must 
have a good reputation with those outside the Church, so he may not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil."        
 I Timothy 3:2-7 

"If a man be above reproach, the husband of one wife, having children who believe, not accused of dissipation or    
rebellion...above reproach as God's steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, 
not fond of sordid gain, but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, just, devout, self -controlled, holding fast the  
faithful word...that he may be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and refute those who contradict." Titus 1:6 -9 

Above Reproach Elders must be blameless, presenting no pattern of scriptural             
disobedience or grounds for accusation.  

Husband of One Wife Elders, if married, must be devoted spouses. An Elder must be a  
one-woman man and devoted in his heart and mind to the woman who  
is his wife. He strives to maintain sexual purity in both his thought life 
and his conduct.  

Temperate Elders must be self-controlled, enslaved to nothing, free from excesses. 
Elders must be sober, sensible, wise, balanced in judgment, not given to 
quick, superficial decisions based on immature thinking.  

Respectable Elders must demonstrate a well-ordered life and good behavior.  

Hospitable Elders must be unselfish with their personal resources. They must be 
willing to share blessings with others.  

Able to Teach Elders must be able to communicate the truth of God and exhort sound 
doctrine in a non-argumentative way. (II Tim. 4:2 & 2:24)  

Not Addicted to Wine Elders must be free from addictions, and must be willing to limit their 
liberty by abstaining from alcohol, illegal drugs and smoking for the 
sake of others. 

Not Violent Elders must be gentle and characterized by forbearance and tenderness - 
not having a quick temper.  
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Elders shall oversee, lead, shepherd and care for the spiritual condition of the Church, 

as set forth in Scripture.  (I Timothy 5:17, Titus 1:9, 1 Peter 5:1-2) 
 

Your Name: _______________________________________     Name of Elder Nominee:  __________________________________  

 

Reason for Nomination: (Explain why you believe the nominee should be considered as an Elder.)   __________________________  

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________               
     

Please complete all fields of the Nomination Form.  

 

(Signature) ____________________________________________________ 

 



Peaceable Elders must not be given to quarrelling or selfish argumentation.  

            Free From the Love of Money           Elders must not be stingy, greedy or out for dishonest gain. They should 
not be preoccupied with amassing material things, but rather should be 
a model of biblical and sacrificial giving by demonstrating a minimum 
of a tithe (10%).  

Manage Own Household Elders must have a well-ordered household, a healthy family life, and 

well-behaved children (Pertains to those children still under the  

authority of the parents).  

Not a New Convert Elders must not be new believers. They must have been Christians for 

long enough to demonstrate the reality of their conversion and the depth 

of their spirituality.  

Good Reputation with Outsiders  Elders must be well respected by unbelievers, and must be free from 
hypocrisy. 

Not Self-Willed Elders must not be stubborn, insensitive or prone to force opinions on 
others. They must be more interested in service than self -pleasure. 

Not Quick Tempered Elders must be able to exercise self-control and patience.  

Loves what is Good Elders must desire the will of God in every decision.  

Just Elders must be fair and impartial. Their judgments must be based on 
scriptural principles. 

Devout Elders must be reverent, continually desiring to be separated from sin. 
They must be devoted to prayer, the study of scripture and the guarding 
of their own spiritual walk. (Acts 20:28)  

Holding Fast the Faithful Word  Elders must be stable in the faith, obedient to the Word of God,       
continually seeking to be controlled by the Holy Spirit.  

      

Specific List of Responsibilities 

Shepherd the Flock.  Serving in all humility, Elders are to guide, direct, guard and protect the members of the body, 
seeking to meet their needs and assist in any way possible, warning against harmful influences and guarding against 
false teachers. (Acts 20:35)  

Lead Through Example.  Elders are to provide a scriptural role model and are to set a pattern before the flock of a 
rightly ordered life - with a single purpose, to glorify God. (1 Timothy 3:4 -5; 5:17) 

Teach and Exhort.  Elders are to see that the flock is fed through insightful and accurate biblical instruction and   
admonition. Teaching will be centered on equipping the members of the body to perform works of ministry.                
(1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:9-16; John 21:17) 

Refute Those Who Contradict Truth.   Elders are to confront those who are teaching what they should not teach or who 
are continuing in a pattern of behavior contradictory to Biblical truth. Thus, Elders are to keep closing potential  
entrances for Satan, so that the truth of Christ will remain credible to both the congregation and the community. 
(Acts 20:17, 28-31; 1 Thess. 5:12) 

Manage the Church of God.  Elders are to oversee the life of the Church with the assistance of other godly leaders. 
They must be people who can "rule well". Deacon qualified men are to be selected to assist the Elders in the    
management and ministry of the Church. (1 Timothy 5:17)  

Pray for the Sick.  Elders are to pray for the spiritual and physical well being of members of the congregation.  
(James 5:14-15) 

 

 

 


