
“God is bigger than. . .”
We left Togo in April for 2 reasons. First, we wanted very much to be at Jon’s and Matt’s weddings and 
knew that travel was about to become uncertain. Second, the mission felt that we were in a higher risk 
category for the COVID virus and should evacuate from our third world country before we got sick and 
couldn’t leave or be treated adequately. So, we packed up and left. As it turned out, borders closed and 
flights were mostly canceled so we barely made it out in time. Still, we left with mixed feelings. Our 
ministries were going well and making progress. Doubts came. If we are not there, won’t everything fall 
apart or at least go into standby mode?  Won’t our co-workers and Christian partners be discouraged 
without us?  Aren’t we really indispensable to the continuing progress of the work?  The underlying 
question is: Is God big enough to keep His work going without us?  I’m pretty sure you know the answer 
to that question. But let me clue you in on the humbling process God has used to make this clear to us. 
God is bigger than our plans, our abilities, and our need to control His work.

Kuwaku Church Plant
Back in February, our bush church plant in Kuwaku worked 
hard to make mud bricks to build a church building. They 
had been using a pole and straw building for a year or so, 
but it was on its last legs. They also went out into the bush 
and cut trees for roof supports, as well as window and door 
frames. We wanted to close it in before the April rains came. 
Then we left. The mud walls were up but unprotected from 
the heavy rain. The church didn’t have the funds for the tin 
to put on the roof. With our help, they pulled together 
everything they needed. In early May, they completed the 
building project and began using the new church building. They are very proud of their accomplishment. I 
might add that God is proud of them too, and so are we.

Local Language Music 
Right before leaving in April, we helped one of our Christian 
workers record some music in one of our African languages, 
Anufo. He wrote and recorded a couple of beautiful gospel songs 
that went immediately on the air. There isn’t a lot of Christian 
music in Anufo, so people really seemed excited about this. It was 
such a success, that he went on to complete an entire album. Our 
church planting helper, Luc, who also works at HOPE Radio, saw 
the benefit of this new music and set out on his own to record 
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several songs in his native language, Gamgan. He and his wife just had their first baby about the same time. A 
couple of weeks ago, he sent me the two new recordings as well as a music video of one of the songs. What 
a thrill to have about a dozen new songs in our two most popular local languages. They play all day long on 
HOPE Radio. 

Trees, Please!
We developed a plan to improve our ten acre Radio property by 
planting about 1000 trees this year. Njambara, our lead Anufo 
translator, comes from a family who runs a nursery in town. He 
helped us prepare the trees from seedlings. We had just started 
our nursery bed in March. The trees were ready to plant by the 
time the rains started up in late April. The team has continued 
planting, cashew, mango, lemon, acacia, eucalyptus, papaya, and 
several other varieties of trees. We hope this will help improve 
the situation in the sub-saharan region, provide a future source of 
income for HOPE Radio, and limit the growth of tall grasses on 
our property. On Arbor day, back in June, our whole radio staff 
jumped in and planted trees. They understand that this will be a 

great benefit to our team, our 
region, and our country.

 Radio Broadcasts
Upon arrival in the US, we decided to try to continue putting out the 
three daily radio programs that we were doing on the air before we left. 
This meant setting up a “studio” in our temporary home. We didn’t have 
much to work with, but got a space ready to record. Evan has written and 
recorded over 100 programs since May. The programs are sent over the 
internet to be edited in Mango. One of the series is called “Virus Verses,” 
which is a devotional study of encouraging verses from the Psalms. We 
don’t want to totally lose our connection with our team in Mango. 

Other parts of our ministry, the farm, leadership training, have been put on 
hold during our absence. All in all, we can truly say that God is bigger than 

all our plans and all our fears. Christ continues to build His church in Togo. He has proven Himself faithful 
to us, to our mission team, and to our Togolese family. We still don’t know when we will be allowed to go 
back to Togo. Flights have not yet resumed. We are shooting for early September if the Lord allows us.
 
Pray for Us 

1. God’s direction about returning to Togo. Togo’s borders remain closed and the airport is not 
receiving international passengers, yet. We are waiting for those doors to open back up.

2. Our two sets of newlyweds, Jon and Michelle, and Matt and Bekah. Pray for their lives to be built on 
a firm foundation of love, Christ-like character, and God’s truth.

3. Our Togolese brothers and sisters. This has been a very confusing time for them, like all of us. 
Churches have been closed for three months; people are searching for answers.

4. Joy’s Mom has completely recovered from COVID and is locked down in her nursing home in FL.  
We have seen her through the window and talk with her on the phone. Pray for her health.

Thank you for praying for us and for Togo. Our support has remained steady in spite of these uncertain times. 
May God bless you all for your faithfulness. Evan and Joy Drake  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