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First United Methodist of Middlebury 

Newsletter  ~ May 2022 

Water & Woods 
Or Why I Hate Baseball 

     I play baseball like Lucy in the Peanuts comic strip. I 
think most of you are familiar with how the sequence 
goes. Charlie Brown, who can’t manage anything else 
in life, is manager of the baseball team. He is the one 
coaching Lucy on the importance of the game. Lucy, 
bored by it all, gets distracted and is bonked on the head 
by the ball. 

     Whenever circumstances forced me to play baseball 
I always ended up in right field. I was given this posi-
tion because it was the place a ball was least likely to 
go. I didn’t mind at all. Right field, as the least trampled 
upon ground, always had a lot of dandelions. I could 
watch the bees in their work and wonder what it would 
be like to be one. Then at least once every couple of 
innings the guys would cry out, “Schrader, the ball. 
Catch the ball!” – I usually missed it, and like Lucy 
sometimes was bonked by the ball in my attempt. This 
would immediately make me angry; not because I failed 
to win one for the team, or embarrassed myself, but be-
cause it meant the inning would go on even longer. 

     I was quite young when I realized that the woods and 
the water were the places I wanted to be during baseball 
season. Dismissing the opinions of my baseball fan 
neighbors, I began to map out Saint Mary’s Woods, and 
to find all the good hiking spots along the Saint Joseph 
River. It was the love of my early life, and much of my 
original understanding of God came from my solitary 
experience of the wonder of nature. 

     Fifty years ago, skipping the neighborhood baseball 
game for a hike in the woods was considered idiosyn-
cratic. Today, the professional baseball stadiums are 
half empty while people seeking solitude in nature over-
run the parks. More people visit national parks each 
year than attend all professional sporting events put to-
gether. This was not true fifty years ago. I think the 
change has come about because people have found that 
winning is never as satisfying as the experience of being 
awe struck by the beauty and wonder of creation.  

Another reason might be that baseball games can be put 
together at any time, while we fear that the beauty of the 
natural world might be in danger of slipping away. 

     I am sure that many of you will spend part of the 
coming nice weather months in the mountains, or on the 
beach, or camping in the wilderness. I have never 
bought the idea that we are on the verge of global catas-
trophe. However, I am fully aware that some species are 
dying, that some forests are sick, that some mountains 
are engulfed in smog, and that wild fires are damaging 
great sections of the west. In many ways we are doing a 
much better job as stewards of nature. I grew up along 
the Saint Joseph River and clearly remember the gooey, 
plastic foam that floated on the surface of the water. 
The river was clean in Elkhart, but from the factories in 
Mishawaka to Lake Michigan, it was a disaster.  

     The Saint Joseph is clean again. We have recognized 
the precious gift of nature God has given us and are 
thinking of ourselves as stewards once more. 

     You will probably spend more time outside enjoying 
nature in May through September than you will during 
the rest of the year. As you hike, swim, sail and camp, I 
hope you remember to tell your children and grandchil-
dren that God commanded us to be stewards of creation, 
to care for every living thing. And as you visit the 
parks, remind them that Jesus, when he deeply wanted 
to reflect and pray, always went to a secluded spot in 
the wilderness where the majesty of nature was the per-
fect place to come to grips with the majesty of God. 
Take advantage of it, and as you vacation reflect on this 
and share your thoughts with each other. 

     And then make sure you leave that special place in 
as good or better shape than when you found it. Do it 
for God’s world. Do it for yourself and your loved ones. 
And do it for me. If we ruin nature, I’ll have to go back 
to baseball. I don’t want to have to do that, and you 
don’t want me on your team. 

      Enjoy the sunshine and the wonders of God! 

   Blessings!  
  

Pastor David  
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May Meetings and Events 
 

 May 1 - Missions Sunday 

 May 1 - Crockpot Cook-off 

 May 1 - 3:00 p.m. Crystal Valley Concert  

 May 8 - Mother’s Day 

 May 12 - 9:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship 

 May 15 -  3:00 p.m. Crystal Valley Concert 

 May 23 - 6:30 p.m. S.O.S. 

 May 26 - 9:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship 

 May 26 - 6:30 p.m.  Missions Meeting 

 May 26 - 6:30 p.m. Trustee Meeting 

 May 28 - 1:00 p.m. Birthday Party for Dian Wilkey (at the Pavilion) 

 May 29 -  3:00 p.m. Crystal Valley Concert 

First United Methodist of Middlebury Newsletter  

Weekly  
 

Sunday  

8:30 Fellowship Time 

9:00 a.m - Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. Worship 
 

Monday 

4:00 p.m. - Chair Yoga 
 

Tuesday 

10:00 a.m. - Come Play With Me  

6:30 p.m - Worship Team Rehearsal 

 
 

Wednesday  

10:00 a.m. - Women’s Bible Study   

5:30 p.m. - Meal 

6:15 p.m.- Choir Rehearsal  

7:15 p.m. - Handbell Rehearsal   
May Anniversaries 

 

05/01 -  Scott and Sheree Crist 

05/13 -  Sam and Jill Hoover 

05/17 - Phil and Cindy Houser 

05/18 - Harold “Buzz” and Kathryn Wasson 

05/20 - Richard and Sheila Smith 

05/21 - Kevin and Susie Gipson 

05/22 - Steve and Darcy Ebersol 

 

May BIRTHDAYS 

 

05/01 - Marvin Miller 

05/02 - Brad Fiandt 

05/03 - Chelsea Yoder 

05/06 - Travis VanderMel 

05/14 - Rex Gleim 

05/16 - Joe Livings 

05/17 - Mike Judson 

05/22 - Peggy Judson 

05/23 - Lori Neff 

05/24 - Dan Frederick 

05/24 - Dian Wilkey 

05/26 - Kathryn Wasson 

05/28 - Tony Chapman 

05/28  - Julie Whitehead 

 

Monthly Newsletter Deadline 
 

If you have anything for the monthly  

newsletter please send an email to  

admin@fumcmiddlebury.org or leave a note 

in the correspondence box attention Jeanne 

Weaver. The deadline is the 25th of every 

month.  
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FAMILY MINISTRIES: CALEB STROM 

Email: caleb@fumcmiddlebury.org  Phone: 815-303-8782 

ADMIN ASSISTANT: JEANNE WEAVER 

Email: admin@fumcmiddlebury.org  Phone: 574-825-2585   

Interim Senior Pastor: Pastor David Schrader 
Email: pastordavidschrader@yahoo.com phone: 574-855-8401 

Sisters of Strength 
 

We had a great time at the April S.O.S. meeting.  We had a tea and learned a lot of history about 
tea!  Thank you ,Pam Schraeder and Sally Kyle for the program and sharing  

your beautiful teapots, and teacups with us. 
  

Our Missions Statement:   

To use our unique gifts in loving service by the women of FUMC and meeting needs  

through vision, teaching, mentoring and doing life together. 

We meet the 4th Monday of every month at 6:30 p.m. 

 Come and join us, bring your ideas and plan to have a great time of fellowship. 

Our next meeting is May 23, at 6:30 p.m.  

First United Methodist of Middlebury 

 

May 22, 2022 Senior Recognition 

Join us Sunday, May 22nd as we honor Our High School Seniors.   

If you have any questions contact Pastor Caleb Strom at 815-303-8782                                

Or email:  caleb@fumcmiddlebury.org. 

mailto:pastordavidschrader@yahoo.com

