
Our Vision 
IRPC envisions a movement 

 of the Gospel transforming  

lives, communities,            

and the world. 
 

Our Mission 
Love God  

Love Others 

Make Disciples 

Church Office:   

772-464-4263 

2499 Virginia Ave. 

Ft. Pierce, FL 34982 
 

Office Hours:   
9:00 am - 12:00 pm  

and 1:00 - 4:00 pm 

  Monday – Thursday 
 

Congregational Care Line  
(after hours) 

772-494-0109 

KEEP CURRENT 

     Logon to IRPCFAMILY.ORG  

Campus Wi-Fi choose: IRPC_Guest 

 Password:  irpc1234 

Two Worship Services 

9:30 am - Contemporary 

11:00 am - Traditional 

 

Dear IRPC Family,  

I am excited to see many of you for our Christmas Eve 
services! Be sure to check out the upcoming dates and times 
in this newsletter so that you can mark your calendars 
accordingly.  
 
As we look ahead to Christmas and New Years, I encourage 
you to check out the following article from Alex Absolom, a 
leading thinker in empowering disciple-makers in local 
churches. He writes:  
 
20 Ways to Be a Missionary This Christmas! 
 
December is one of the easiest times of year to draw your lost 
friends, family, and neighbors closer to Jesus! 
  
While Covid might feel restrictive, if we think relationally and 
locally, there is so much we can do. 
Many of your lost friends and family are far more open to 
exploring the meaning of the season than you realize – IF the 
invitation is given in a relational and loving manner. 
To help you, we’ve put together a list of ideas that you can 
copy or innovate from! 
  
Christmas Ideas: 

1. Christmas caroling done in a socially-distanced way 
2. Give a plate of cookies and a hand written card to your 

neighbors 
3. Take extra time this month to prayer walk in your place of 

mission 
4. Ask God for a simple, encouraging, prophetic word for 

each of your neighbors, to include in a Christmas card 
5. Invite a few neighbors round for Christmas drinks, in order 

to deepen your friendship and understanding of them 
6. Hold a 15-20 minute Christmas Eve service on your front 

lawn 
7. Call your local elementary school to see if there are any 

disadvantaged families you could bless with gifts 
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MUSTARD SEED  

MINISTRIES  
An IRPC Ministry Partner 

 

Mustard Seed needs our help  

to keep their pantry full!  

Donations can be placed  

in the brown benches located  

in the hallway between the  

Sanctuary and fellowship hall. 
 

Requested Items for January: 

Canned fruit, pasta and rice,  

and personal items  

(toothpaste, toothbrushes,  

soap, & other hygiene products.) 

Do you consider yourself handy 

with a needle?  Would you like to 

be?  If so, the Quilters & Crafters 

extend a standing invitation to 

join them in Sample Hall each 

Wednesday from 9:00-11:00 am.  

Just bring your knitting, crocheting, 

cross stitch, and/or quilting project.   

From the Pastor’s Pen, Continued  

9. Organize a caravan of cars to view Christmas lights 
10. Hold a White Elephant gift-exchange party a few days after Christmas! 
11. Arrange a Christmas crafting time on your front lawn 
12. Do something practical for a struggling household nearby 
13. Give each household in your home church $25 to spend on something missional 

New Year Ideas: 

1. Invite neighbors to a New Year’s Eve gathering to release the pain and disappointments of 2021, 
and to pray for God’s blessing on the New Year  

2. Gather around a fire pit with neighbors and share what you’re glad 
to leave behind, and your hopes for 2022 

3. Send neighbors a hand-written card with what you’re praying for 
them for the New Year 

4. Put up a board for neighbors to write up their hopes for 2022 
5. Host a New Year’s open house on your front lawn 
6. Arrange a virtual New Year’s party with lots of games that work in that 

medium, and a toast for 2022 
7. Set aside the first days of January to pray and fast for your lost 

neighbors, and the Kingdom to advance where you live, work, study, 
and play https://dandelionresourcing.com/2021/11/30/20-ways-to-
be-a-missionary-this-christmas/ 

 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! I look forward to what God is 
going to do in and through us throughout 2022! 

Tim Norton 

Pastor / Head of Staff 

 



As we celebrate Christmas, we see God doing a 
new thing. He left the glory of heaven to break 
into a broken and hurting world as an infant human 
child to save us from our sin. This unselfish act of 
love has given me pause to wonder what new 
thing He is doing in my life. 

As you know, I have felt the call to serve our Lord 
by helping churches during their time of transition 
from one pastor to another. I'm pleased to report 
that I've completed my last major training course 
and will soon become a fully Certified Transitional 
Pastor (CTP). As I await a call as a CTP, I can't help 
recognizing other new things God is doing in and 
through me.  

On Monday, December 20th, our Lord stretched 
me emotionally and challenged me spiritually by 
the need to three persons. Tena is a frequent visitor 
to IRPC's door seeking financial assistance. 
Through our ministry partner Mustard Seed 
Ministries, she and her family will be able to keep 
electricity on through Christmas, get some food, 
and receive a few toys. 

A friend called me from the St. Lucie County Jail. 
John has been there a few weeks and will likely be 
there through January. He inquired about a few 
things and, without hesitation, I immediately 
promised to find out the answers.  

And then there was Gisselle. She came to IRPC 
sobbing out of desperation. She had just been 

released from being in the hospital for two 
weeks. Suddenly homeless, oddly Gisselle didn't 
ask for financial help. She only needed someone 
to listen to her. My recently completed CTP 
course came in handy; I was able to ask deep 
questions. During the course of our conversation, 
she revealed that she was suicidal. She indicated 
she knew she needed professional help and was 
ready to receive it. We prayed, and I told her how 
proud I was of her as many people are not able to ask 
for help. She is now receiving that which she needs. 

Many of you may think that these experiences are 
in keeping with how God has made and called me, 
and perhaps that is partially true. But I would not 
have engaged in these challenging encounters in 
the not too distant past. The fact that I navigated 
all three, however, is entirely attributed to our 
Lord Jesus Christ and the ongoing sanctifying work 
of the Holy Spirit. The new things in my life are 
bringing me into a deeper relationship with Him 
for which I praise Him! 

So what new things is our Lord doing in your life?  
Are you looking for them? Are you pursuing 
them? And if you have said yes to these questions, 
how has your faith grown? Might our Lord Jesus 
Christ be challenging and stretching you for greater 
service for him? 

God Bless.  Al 

DOING A NEW THING 

Al Rivett 

Commissioned Lay Pastor 

RIGHT NOW MEDIA:  A Christian Resource for You 

RightNow Media makes available Christian videos for 

Christian families.  Because of your investment in its 

mission and ministry, IRPC is making them available 

to its covenant partners/members at no cost.   It’s 

one small way IRPC can say “thank you“!  

You don’t have free access to RightNow Media?  Just 

contact Al Rivett at (772) 464-4263 ext. 112 or by 

email at al@irpcfamily.org.    



PRAYER REQUESTS 
(As of December 20, 2021) 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

• Everyone on the Confidential Prayer List 

• Persecuted Christians around the world  

• Those who are lost 

• The sick and homeless 

• Everyone in light of the Coronavirus 

• Our Country - that God‘s grace and power be realized in 
the lives of her people 

• All military men and women including:  Shannon Arena, 
Erin (Andrew & Joanna Marsh’s nephew), Jean Fede, 
Shawn M. Kendig, and Preston Marsh 

• The Grove Church – which is our IRPC Church Plant, 
Pastor David Hancock, his Family and Team 

• IRPC Pastor & his family, Tim, Kendra, & Caleb Norton 

• Leaders of IRPC and its denomination ECO, and of local, 
state, and federal governments 

• Prayer Requests from the March-April Congregational 
Care Calls 

Members:  

Nan Allen, Rollin & Joan Ankeny, June Baird, Dick & Hel-
en Boyd, Beverly Butt, Judy Carlin, John Clegg, Marion 
Daum, Paul Dreyer, Carol Dyer, Andrew Givans, Dick Goebel, 
Michele Goebel, Sandy Hartley, Dee Jacques, Carole Kerber, 
Shirley Krueger, Phyllis Larned, Doris McCahon, Anne 
McCleary, Roger & Joan Molag, Ericka Nelson, Donald & 
Virginia Pascoe, Connie Steel, Suzi Southland, The Trewyn 
Family, Ted Thomas, Mary Turner, Christine VanGelderen, 
Roger Wallman, Elizabeth Watson, June Wauters, Carolyn 
Welsh, and Jean White. 

Friends: 
Trell & Anne Adams, Armande, Sean Baker, Jarrod Baird, 

Rick & Laurie Bell, Gloria Bonner, Ellis Brown & her family, 

Robert Busking, Sheryl C., Eric Carter, Devin Cerny, Lou Cevetello, 

Jaya Chetri, Debbie Colon, Sue Cooke, Micah Davino, Dia’s 

brother, Friends & Family of Art Done, Jamie Dunn, Deb Evans, 

Betty Evans-Brown, Claudio Gomez, Granddaughter of Artie 

Roan, Judy Grey, Cruz Hancock, Wendy Hollyfield, Chris 

Hutchings, Stephen Kerber, Dan L., Lorraine, Lynn, Steve M., 

Marcus Monaco, Don & Sandy McDonald, Travis & Suzanne 

Michaud, Mike, Al Mizell, Morgan, Steve Murray, Neal 

Passimore, Philip, Sharon Rice, Tim Rice, Dan Roan, Logan 

Roberts, Ron & Marilyn Robertson, Arlene Rohan, Barbara 

Rylott, Sathish, Seve & Jackie, Immanuel Singh, Velma Sowerby, 

Sandra Urrea, Sandra Urrea, Rusty & Brooke Varn, Dallas 

Wagoner, Larry Wagoner, Don Walker, and Richard Weston. 

GIVING OPTIONS 

"The point is this: whoever sows 

sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 

whoever sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully. Each one must give as he 

has decided in his heart, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver. And God is able to make 

all grace abound to you, so that having 

all sufficiency in all things at all times, 

you may abound in every good work."  
— 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

 
1.   GIVE ONLINE 

 You may use the "Give” button in the 

top right corner of IRPC’s website to 

make your tithes and offerings.  Please 

consider providing your support by 

setting up IRPC on your bank's 

"billpay" site. This option won't cost 

you or the Church. 
 
2.   DONATE BY TEXT  

 To make a contribution by text 

messaging, just text the amount to 

(772) 248-4208.  It's that easy! 
 

3.   DROP OFF OR MAIL YOUR SUPPORT TO:  

Indian River Presbyterian Church 

2499 Virginia Avenue 

Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
 
4.   USE SMILE.AMAZON 

When you shop online, do so at 

smile.amazon.com. When you do, 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price 

of eligible SmileAmazon purchases to 

your charity of choice. Just list Indian 

River Presbyterian as your charity and 

you will make an extra contribution 

to IRPC while shopping from home. 

You will get the same products, same 

prices, and same service as with a 

regular Amazon account. It's that 

simple. 

https://irpcfamily.breezechms.com/give/online
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checki


Nan Allen 

Rollin & Joan Ankeny 

Helen & Dick Boyd 

David Cannon 

Marion Daum 

Bruce & Vonda Dixon 

Sandy Hartley 

Gene Hebb 

Carole Kerber 

Marian Lawrence 

Doris McCahon 

Fred & Carolyn Moson 

Don Smith 

Harold & Connie Steel 

June Wauters 

Eric Withers 

Homebound and/or Assisted Living 

Dan & Stephanie Deiulio January 2 

Larry & Carol McGinnis January 5 

Bob & Judy Fox January 12 

Christopher & Ashley Morales January 12 

Jay & Gale Schorr January 18 

Harold & Connie Steel January 23 

Doug & Deb Girling January 30 

HONOR YOUR LOVED ONES: 

SAY IT WITH FLOWERS!  

If you would like to recognize a loved one 

during the course of 2022, consider making 

a donation of flowers. Donated flowers 

are placed in the Sanctuary on Sunday 

mornings.  Persons being honored will 

be featured in our slide presentation prior 

to both Sunday morning services. 
 
Reserve your flowers by going to IRPC's 

website, www.irpcfamily.org, clicking on 

the "Contact Us" tab, and clicking on 

"Recognizing Loved Ones with Flowers".   
 
Flower arrangements are $45.00 each 

and may be taken home after Sunday 

worship services.  If you wish to pay 

with a check, please contact Al Rivett 

(al@irpcfamily.org) for details. 

Alan Pohl January 2 

Shirley Whitaker January 8 

Linda Spodick January 10 

Keith Crawford January 12 

Lauren Hellstrom January 12 

Denny Passman January 18 

Michele Goebel January 19 

Virginia Haigh January 20 

Lisa Crapnell January 21 

David Carling January 26 

Ann Abernethy January 28 

Anthony Baptiste January 28 

Chet White January 29 

Roy Ward January 30 

Lauren Berry January 31 

 

mailto:al@irpcfamily.org


Mom’s Morning Out (MMO) will 

resume following the Christmas 

break on Wednesday, January 4th.  

MMO meets two days a week from 

9:30 am- 12:30 pm on Mondays and 

Wednesdays. MMO activities with 

children ages 18-months to 3 years 

include story-telling, crafts, and fun 

motor activities in a safe, Christian 

environment.  Please contact the 

church office for registration and 

additional information.  

ABOVE:  Jonathan Giandalone and 
his wife Henrina  
 

Jonathan Giandalone 
IRPC InterVarsity Coordinator 
772-267-2581  
jonathan.giandalone 
@intervarsity.org 
givetoiv.org/jonathan  

This past weekend, the Intervarsity staff from the Florida East Coast 
region had a two-day meeting.  One day was a time of fellowship, food, 
and retreat.  The other day was a time of debrief, planning, and scheduling 
for next semester.  
  
It is a real blessing to be a part of a multi-ethnic, interdenominational, 
Christian mission team to help reach and impact the college students 
and faculty with the gospel of Jesus Christ at IRSC!  
 
On a Sunday evening prior to the end of the semester, we had a special 
and unique Christmas dinner at the Port Saint Lucie Civic Center with 
about 500 in attendance.  Business, civic, and church/ministry leaders 
came together into agreement with God's word and principles.  I thank 
God for unity in the Church here on the Treasure Coast!   
 
The college students were grateful for the Bible study group this semester!  
Also, they did good on their final exams and in their classes.  I am very 
excited for next semester, and to train the 7 apprentices so that we can 
have some more student leaders for the outreach and Bible study groups.  
 
Please let me know if you would like to attend an IRSC campus for a 
prayer walk, outreach, or Bible study group!  God bless and much love 
in Christ! 

“A MMO Secret Santa Thank You” 

MMO Coordinators Nadine Austin (pictured below on the left) 

and Tanya Moroz (right) send thanks to their Secret Santa.  “It 

was such  a nice surprise!  We just want to shout out a big thank you 

for the kindness of thinking about us! It made us feel very special!” 

 



 Info on IRPC’s Website: 

 Videos of weekly sermon messages  

 Sunday Order of Worship for both services 
including a song sheet for the traditional service 
and YouTube links for the contemporary service. 

 Information about IRPC’s ministry partners 

 “Our News” including monthly SonScriber 
newsletters 

 List of persons on IRPC’s prayer list 

It is my sincerest prayer that you had a truly 

blessed Christmas, filled with the joy that comes 

from Jesus Christ. This season reminds us of how 

much He loves us, leaving the glory of Heaven 

for the manger in Bethelem. Oh, how my heart 

sings praises to Him! 
 
The staff and wonderful volunteers continue to 

do the work for our neighbors in need, recognizing 

that holidays do not set basic needs of food and 

clothing aside.  In fact, holidays challenge the 

depth of our mission.  GraceWay Village repeatedly 

rises up to meet those needs even in times 

where convenience would tempt to do otherwise.  
 
I so love all that encompasses the work, each 

person sacrificing for the sake of another! You 

can learn more about the work of GraceWay 

Village by visiting www.gracewayvillage.net.  
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!  May IRPC and its members be 

blessed in the new year as you have blessed so many 

in our community. 
 

Blessings, 
Cathie Mouring, CEO 
Grace Way Village 
772.529.7860 

Would you like to know what those two numbers have 
in common? 
 
It has been 90 weeks - 634 days - that the choir has 
been absent from the choir loft. 
 
And now - -  
 
W e ' r e  B a a a a a a a c k ! !  
 
That's right - - The choir is back in the choir loft ... 
 
It is our hope that you were pleasantly surprised on 
Christmas Eve night - - We sure were!!  We didn't know 
if we'd be strong enough, vocally, to sing the story of 
Christmas ... But, we did it!! 
 
The choir will begin rehearsing on Wednesday, January 
5th, 2022 in the choir room, Room 105 … Maybe joining 
the choir is something you have considered ... Or maybe 
you have been eager to try something new and different ... 
Maybe, just maybe - You need us as much as we need you! 
 
Thank you for your kind words of encouragement and 
appreciation as the choir takes these tender steps of 
renewal and restoration ... Who knows - Maybe you'll 
be inspired to join us ... See you soon … 
 
Melanie Shrensel 
Traditional Music Director 

90   
634 



WELCOME TO WOMEN’S MINISTRIES in 2022 

Abigail Circle:   
Suzanne Varn, Maureen McNulty, Leaders 
1st Thursday of the month, 6:00 p.m.  
at Suzanne’s Home 
 
Deborah Circle:   
Dianne Lund, Contact Leader;  
Leadership Shared by All Members 
1st & 3rd Saturday of the month, 9:30 a.m.  
IRPC Room 201 
 
Esther Circle:  
Bobbylee Wilson, Nancy Swanson, Leaders 
1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month, 10:00 a.m. 
IRPC Room 202 

Rebekah Circle: 
Nancy Bredemeyer, Eileen Richardson,  
Millie Goldsby, and Judy Wright, Leaders  
1st & 3rd Wednesday  of the month, 10:30 a.m. 
IRPC Room 201 
 
Ruth Circle:   
Shirley Hendrick, Leader 
1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month, 10:00 a.m. 
IRPC Room 107 

An invitation is open to all women of our church and community!! 
Women’s Ministries Circle Leaders will be happy to provide additional WM Circle information. 

REBEKAH CIRCLE’S CHRISTMAS SOCIAL 

“Oh how much fun we had!” 


