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The Importance Of Regathering 
“So, let’s do it—full of belief, confident 
that we’re presentable inside and out. 
Let’s keep a firm grip on the promises 
that keep us going. He always keeps his 
word. Let’s see how inventive we can be 
in encouraging love and helping 
out, not avoiding worshiping 
together as some do, but spur-
ring each other on, especially 
as we see the big Day ap-
proaching.” 

Hebrews 10:22-25 (The Mes-
sage) 

The trend is practically universal: few-
er people are attending church every 
year within the United States. The fact 
is many people within our congrega-
tion have not attended in-person wor-
ship services for over 15 months due 
to the pandemic. Now that we are 
moving towards fully reopening our 
sanctuary and providing a weekly out-
door worship space, we all have choic-
es to make.  Am I going to attend “in-
person” worship? Or,  will I livestream 
the worship service at home? Will I 
watch it later? Or, will I skip it alto-
gether? 

After 68 weeks with most of our con-
gregation participating in Sunday wor-
ship from home, the rhythms that 
used to be automatic are no longer a 
given.  Attending church during those 
months was more complicated with  

 

pre-registration, masks, hand sanitiz-
er, spaced out seating and no singing. 
And frankly, with no handshakes or 
hugs and no coffee hour in the Fellow-
ship Hall, you may have rightly asked 
or are asking questions such as, “Why 

bother going back when I can watch 
our service live online?” or, “Why 
go back when I can watch the on-
demand worship services located 
on our website anytime during 
the week?”  

I was recently sharing with a 
member of the Shen UMC con-

gregation my heartfelt gratitude for 
our staff, our Church Council and our 
volunteer leaders for their dedication 
and willingness to invest considerable 
time and financial resources to offer 
the best possible online worship ser-
vices we could throughout this pan-
demic. I half-jokingly said, “My only 
remaining concern is that maybe we 
are doing our broadcast too well and 
people won’t return!” It didn’t help 
that I had just read an article by au-
thor/pastor Carey Nieuwhof on this 
topic. He writes, 

“Increasingly, I’m convinced there’s no 
point to merely attending [church]. 
You drive all the way in to connect 
with three or four songs, hear 
the message and then head home. As 
many of you have discovered, you 
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could do that by yourself in a much more conven-
ient way [at home in your pajamas with a fresh cup 
of coffee in your hand.] I wonder if in large measure 
that’s why the era of attending church is dying. 
Think about it. Generations ago, the church was a 
social and cultural hub as well as a missional hub. In 
addition to faith reasons, people loved going to 
church because it was one of a handful of options 
available in a community as well as the main way 
(other than personal devotions) you connect with 
God. We now live in a culture that’s drowning in 
options and has 24/7 access to anything Christian.” 

     Given this reality, I am led to share a few Biblical 
reasons concerning the importance of regathering 
as the body of Christ, here at Shen!  I concur with 
Professor David Gunderson who outlined a number 
of these thoughts in an article he penned last fall. 

We’re embodied creatures.  God made Adam 
from earth’s soil, Eve from Adam’s side, and 
humanity from their union. We’re designed 
to see and hear and taste and touch and 
feel our way through the physical world 
God’s made. In recent months, we’ve seen 
the power of our online world. But we’ve 
also felt its limitations.  

The church is one body. The Bible consistently 
teaches that the church is Christ’s body on 
earth. Each believer is a different body part, 
but we’re intricately knitted together. Our 
spiritual gifts are like eyes and ears and 
hands and feet that each play their part in 
the body’s growth and mission. Yes, even at 
a distance, we’re still Christ’s body. But like 
any healthy body, we shouldn’t want to 
stay dislocated. 

The Holy Spirit is drawing us. Not only are be-
lievers one body; we also have one Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit—the third person of  the 

  

 

       

      Trinity—inhabits God’s church, and he’s al-
ways drawing us toward unity. 

    We’re a spiritual family.  In the church, God 
is our adoptive Father, so we’re all spiritual 
siblings—God’s “household”.  Families 
aren’t meant to be separated. Healthy fami-
lies live together, laugh together, cry to-
gether, and help each other.  

There’s nothing like singing together.  There’s 
no experience on earth like congregational 
singing. Singing together glorifies God by re-
enthroning him in the hearts of his people. 
Singing together brands our minds with 
truth and warms our hearts with grace. 
Singing together symbolizes our unity as we 
harmonize over the gospel. Singing together 
expresses our emotions to God (and we 
have lots of emotions right now). But we 
don’t just sing to glorify God; we also sing 
to encourage each other.  

We need to celebrate communion together. 
While many of us have participated in com-
munion virtually during this, every follower 
of Jesus needs to see and taste these gra-
cious symbols as one body so that we can 
sense the full truth of the Gospel story once 
again.  

You and I have work to do. If you’re a believer, 
you have a job to do when the church gath-
ers. The work of ministry isn’t mainly for 
pastors and leaders. It’s for every Christian. 
Every believer has spiritual gifts meant to 
be used, and every church body desperately 
needs every body part to be active. When 
we stay home, we can still listen and give 
and call and text virtually. But there are 
many ways we simply can’t serve or encour-
age or build up Christ’s body unless we’re 
physically present.     
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Our worship is a witness.  Each week our 
friends and neighbors and coworkers walk 
through the same broken world we do, but 
without our hope and our map. Each week 
they suffer challenges and tragedies that 
make them wonder where grace and truth 
can be found. Yes, there are ways we can 
minister to them online, and we should re-
joice that God’s now reaching new people 
with new methods. But, the unbelieving 
world also needs to see the Gospel’s trans-
forming power embodied in a local family of 
Christians who love God and serve each 
other in the most gracious and gritty ways. 

Greetings change lives. It may seem strange to 
end with the act of greeting—a simple activ-
ity that’s become so restricted and compli-
cated. But, all over the New Testament, the 
writers not only greet the churches but ask 
Christians to greet each other. These 
greetings aren’t just an afterthought tacked 
onto the end of their letters. These 
greetings symbolize the reconciling power 
of the Gospel and foster our family dynam-
ic. The way we greet each other—and the 
fact that we greet each other—is central to 
the church’s life and witness. Happy 
greetings remind us of the gospel unity we 
enjoy in Christ. Avoided greetings remind us 
to resolve our conflicts and reconcile our 
hearts. Every greeting reflects God’s love, 
reunites Christ’s body, enables hospitality, 
cultivates selflessness, opens doors for min-
istry, and bears witness to the God who’s 
welcomed us through Christ. What are the 
happiest, most explosive moments? Our 
greetings. We need to see each other once 
again. 

 

 

          

 

 You may not be able to return right away. You 
might need to exercise caution for yourself or those 
you love. You might need to keep watching from a 
distance for a while. But, when the time is right, 
and for many of us that time is now, God’s people 
can and must gather again.  I hope you’ll join in. 
After all, our gatherings are ultimately a taste of 
heaven. The Bible’s vision of heaven doesn’t look 
like a quarantine, a livestream, or a Zoom call. It’s a 
“face to face” encounter with the risen Christ and a 
worshipful reunion of both saints and angels. In the 
life to come, we won’t be siloed and segregated in 
mansions of glory, but we will be living, working ,  
loving and serving together in a new world where 
righteousness dwells. So, let’s gather again—in per-
son—until all things are made new. 

     But, remember, going to church is not about 
getting your attendance gold star, nor is it about 
gaining God’s favor for the week because you as-
sembled with His people. Church is not a place to 
go, rather it is a living body where God wants you to 
become a part––for your good and His glory.  

     I’m honored to be your pastor and look forward 
to seeing you in worship soon! 
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Restrictions lifted…                                                             

Upcoming Services….. 

   

 

                              

    Covid-19 Restrictions lifted!  

 

     We are excited to announce you will no longer need to wear a mask during worship services!  All 

screening and registration requirements have also been lifted.  

     We encourage unvaccinated persons to continue to wear masks.  However, we will not be asking 

about people's vaccination status.   

       We recognize many folks may not be comfortable returning to worship in the Sanctuary. We re-

cently started our outdoor parking lot service at 10:45. You can sit on a picnic blanket, in chairs or 

worship from your car tuning into our radio station 91.3 FM. 

     Thank you SO much for your continued patience and steadfastness through all the changes and 

requirements.  Your partnership with following all the guidelines through this pandemic has helped to 

keep everyone safe and we are so grateful for each of you.  Praising our Lord with you!  

 

July 25 
              Brian Mitchell 

  "Praying in the Lord's Name"  

VBS—Coming in August!  

Rocky Railway!  
     Calling all kids, age five years to 5th grade for 
Vacation Bible School!  This year's theme is 
"Rocky Railway"  August 2-6, 9:00 am to 12:00 
pm.  At Rocky Railway kids discover Jesus' power 
can pull them through life's ups and downs.  The 
week will be filled with Bible-learning, Sciency-
Fun gizmos, team building games, cool songs, 
tasty treats and lots and lots of fun!   
     For this event to be possible, we will need vol-
unteers for set design, station leaders, crew  lead-
ers, AV help and more.   

 

Please contact Sandy 
Nealon, snealon73@gmail.com,  if you would be 

willing to help! 
Watch for registration information soon.    

JULY –AUGUST  

New Series by Pastor Lee Carlson  

Aug. 1 -       "Heart Monitor"  

 Aug. 8 -      "Guilt Is...No Longer My Master 

 Aug. 15 -    "Envy Is ....No Longer My Master"      

 Aug. 22 -    "Anger Is..."No Longer My Master" 

 Aug. 29 -    "Fear Is...No Longer My Master                 

mailto:snealon73@gmail.com
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  To all my friends at SUMC:  

     This is something that I feel is really important.  It 

affects all of us at one time or another.  So- put aside 

all other business and listen up!  

     So many of us, myself included, have to face un-

pleasant and difficult situations and choices regard-

ing what the future may bring. We can give up and 

become stuck in a "pity party' or accept and deal 

with what we are facing.  

     I know that the Creator and Sustainer who is 

transcendent and yet immanent gives me all that I 

need to live this life as best as I can. When in those 

times that I am "up to my neck" in the "tough stuff of 

life," I rely on the verse from Deut.31:6. "Be strong 

and courageous, do not fear or be in dread...for it is  

 

the LORD your God who goes with you."  

     I know that our lives and future are not perfect; 

they're not supposed to be. That's the way things 

are. But, look Who is on our side! Thanks for letting 

me pray with and for you.      Brother Paul. 

 

Notes from a Methodist Monk…          Brother Paul McCue 

Brother Paul 

Ministry Spotlight… 

 

SUMC Welcomes our new Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries...Anna Savino  
      
     Anna grew up in an environment where being involved in church was ingrained into daily 
life.  Whether it was performing musically or being in a drama, doing community service in nursing 
homes and food banks, building houses with the youth group, or hosting events at her home, she thor-
oughly enjoys serving in her church community.  She brings her past experiences and passion for loving 
Jesus to her role as Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries at Shen UMC. 
    
   Over the past 23 years, Anna has served as both a preschool and junior high/high 
school educator and a new-teacher mentor. She has Bachelor of Science in Child and 
Adolescent Development and a Masters in Education with a focus on Cross-Cultural 
Teaching. Her focus is to inspire a genuine love for Jesus while learning content, 
skills, and perspectives, and she will positively encourage those she works with to 
find their God-given talents and share them with others.  
    
     Please keep Anna in your prayers as she begins her ministry and join us in wel-
coming her to the Shen UMC family!    
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Staff Connections… Pete Ryan, Custodian 

Congratulations to our Graduating Seniors!   

Pictured below are some of our graduating seniors who participated  
in the Baccalaureate service.  

Mia Cortese, Anna Hogan, Lindsay Gottung, Michelle Osborn, 
 Alex Marinelli, and Josh Penman 

We want to also recognize and congratulate Ryan Abatto, Sean Albagli,  Ryan Ceccucci,   Sabina 
Eichorn, Lily Newman, Cameron Langone,  Layne McDonald, and Evan Younis. 

     Pete Ryan is a familiar face to most everyone here.  Pete has been a 

part of Shen UMC for over 27 years.  He started working for the church 

as lead custodian on June 1, 1994.  He left for just a short duration but 

has faithfully been here day in and day out despite having a full–time 

job with the Shen schools.   

     We just wanted to say thank you to Pete and acknowledge all his 

hard work. His diligence, conscientiousness and professional integrity 

was particularly seen in his care during the pandemic.  He helped 

guide the way with his knowledge of COVID protocols and his atten-

tion to all of the necessary details.  He can truly be credited for helping 

to keep us all safe during such an unprecedented time.   

 When you see him around, please let him know he is appreciated.   
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Connecting through Mission... 

       

    Live Well~Love Well Mission  
Prayer Walk Brochures 

   A new Prayer Ministry is forming which places special focus on the Live 

Well~Love Well Mission. In addition to our noon-time prayers, we are inviting 

folks to pray while walking the labyrinth here at Shen UMC.   

 

    At the labyrinth, you will find brochures in the box which can help  guide you in your meditation 

and reflections. Say a prayer that our goal will be met and that we will help bring safe, clean water 

to a community in Africa and share the living water of Jesus Christ.   

Prayer cards are available which are designed to aid you in your prayers, if you are interested. 

 

                Live Well~Love Well Walk-A-Thon  

       Sept 12– Fun to start after second service 

                       Walk to start at 1pm - 

                   Prizes, Pizza, Ice Cream Truck, Games and more 

   Please plan to join the fun!  More information coming soon!  

                 Live Well~Love Well Fundraiser 

                                         BLAZE PIZZA 

            Organization name: Live Well~Love Well Fundraiser at  

Shenendehowa United Methodist Church 

Date: Wednesday, July 21 

Time: 4:00 – 7:00 

 Location: 11 Clifton Country Road, Clifton Park 

 Order Mode:   In-Restaurant or use the Blaze Pizza App, Blazepizza.com 

For  more information, contact the church office.   

 

To date:  The Well  Mission has raised $11,300.  The Dog Haus fundraiser brought in $134.39.   
                           

          Thank you for all you are doing to support the mission!  
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Connection Opportunities... 

Do you love to sing or play an 

instrument?   

     The Worship Band is looking to expand! If 

you are interested in learning more about the 

band and how your musical talents could con-

tribute, please contact Pastor Lee at pas-

torlee@shenumc.org or Jazzy Gold  at wor-

shipleader@shenumc.org  

 

Calling all Green Thumbs!   

     A huge thank you to the  ladies who have so 

lovingly beautified our church gardens, espe-

cially this year.  

     Please come and join in the fun and help 

keep our gardens a beautiful and welcoming 

part of our church!  

     We are in need of people to water, weed 

and plant in our church gardens. Please contact 

Ginny at wspickerman@nycap.rr.com or Shell 

at secretary@shenumc.org  

All men of the church are invited to attend for 

a hearty breakfast at Cracker Barrel in Clifton 

Park ! 

 Thursday, July 29 at 7:00 am  

 

Enjoy good food, good laughs and great fel-

lowship!  

The men's breakfast will be held on the last 

Thursday of each month.     

 July Community Dinner  

Tuesday, July 20, with our “drive-through” 
open from 5:30 to 6:30 pm.  Call for reserva-

tions:  518-371-7964 
Menu:  BBQ pulled chicken sand-

wich, coleslaw, chuck wagon 
beans, watermelon and dessert     

Volunteers are  needed to help in the kitchen 
beginning at 3:30 pm and to assemble meals 
and begin cleanup at 5pm. We also occasion-
ally need grocery shoppers as well as drivers 
to deliver meals. Please contact Donna 
Rischbieter at dlrisch@nycap.rr.com or 518-
877-0553, if you are available to lend a hand. 

                            Thank you! 

mailto:wspickerman@nycaprr.com
mailto:secretary@shenumc.org
mailto:dlrisch@nycap.rr.com
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June Happenings… 

 

 

The members and leaders of the Youth Bells' Choir recognized graduating seniors, Anna Hogan and 

Alex Marinelli, at the 10:45 service on June 6.   

Congratulations to all the children who received bibles  on Sunday, June 6!   

  Thank you to all our teachers and helpers who serve and help make our church school 

program a success!    
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June Happenings continued… 

OTSL PICNIC 

The Over the Speed Limit group enjoyed fun and fellowship at their  

June 10 picnic.  Next picnic is scheduled for September.   

Community Garden … 

     The Community Garden is coming along nicely.  After  

battling some very persistent bunnies, the gardens are 

flourishing.  Please stop by and see the production.   

     Thanks to all who have made usage of the old preschool 

playground.   

     Anyone interested in more information about the gar-

dens, please contact Donna Rischbeiter at 

dlrisch@nycap.rr.com or  518-877-0553.  

mailto:dlrisch@nycap.rr.com
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Preschool happenings…. 

Preschool Graduation  

A Letter from the Preschool Director.. 

To our 2020 - 2021 Preschool Families, 
 
     As we officially end the 2020 - 2021 school year, I want to take this opportunity to thank every-
one who contributed to making this past school year the success that it has been and truly a place 
“Where Love and Learning Blossom” for each of our students. We never could have imagined liv-
ing through and successfully navigating this pandemic year and yet here we are. 
      Thank you for entrusting us with your child’s early education and everything that went along 
with it this past school year. Thank you to our dedicated preschool team of educators who are 
committed to doing the right thing for children everyday. Thank you to SUM Church for the con-
tinued support of our mission to bring high quality Christian education to our students.  
     We wish all the very best to our students who are moving on to kindergarten. You have a place 
in our hearts forever. To our returning students, we look forward to learning and growing togeth-
er again in the fall.  
     Have a wonderful summer filled with memories of time spent together. Continued blessings to 
you and your family. 
 
All the best, 
 
Elizabeth Wygel, Director, SUMC Preschool 
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SUMC Friends and Family…  

A special thank you to Mrs. Betty Stefanacci for always 

decorating our bulletin board so nicely.   

     Carl and Shirley VanTine wanted to thank 

you all for praying for them during their re-

cent trials due to the passing of their daugh-

ter, Cheri (Cheryl). 

 

 

The Season at a Glance  

July 20 – Community Dinner 5:30-6:30 pm 

July 21— Blaze Pizza Fundraiser  4-7 pm  

July 29—Men’s Breakfast  7 am 

Aug. 2-6—VBS 

Aug. 4—Youth Group Luncheon 

Aug. 22—Golf Tournament  :  Live Well~ Love Well Mission Fundraiser  

Aug. 24—Community Dinner 5:30-6:30 pm 

Aug. 26—Men’s Breakfast 7 am 

Sept 12— Live Well~ Love Well Mission Fundraiser Walk-a-thon  

 

There will be a memorial service held on 

Sat., July 31, at the Burnt Hills UMC, for 

George Holzhauer.  It will be held at 11 am.  

For more information, please contact the 

church office at 518-371-7964.   
Our hearts and prayers are with those who  

have recently lost loved ones.   
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Prayer requests may be sent to prayerrequest@shenumc.org 

SUMC Friends and Family…  

Joe & Claudia Allison 

Bob & Jean Atkinson 

Barbara Bombard 

Joan & Dale Brown 

Laurie Cerrone 

Jim & Joanne Chambers 

The Dahoda family 

Sheila Dempsey   

Larry Devoe 

Jeanne Harrington 

Harvey & Carol Hayner 

Phyllis Holzhauer 

Bill & Claire Kohler 

Mary Jane LaPorta 

Paul and Maxine Mills  

Mary Newell 

Janice Ostrom 

Mary Predel 

Bob & Linda Rice 

Lucille Sicko 

Russell & Joyce Smith 

Twitty Styles 

Bill & Joyce Vaughn 

Carl & Shirley VanTine 

     I did a lot of reading through my bible this month to find something that could highlight my 
thought for this month.  The best I could fine is shown above. 

     On June 6TH I went to the 9 o’clock service and it was an especially uplifting experience.  As I 
walked down the side aisle a woman, who shall remain anonymous (but the kids call her “Momma 
L”), approached me with her arms wide open saying “I’ve waited a whole year for this.”  As we 
stood there in the aisle in a minute long hug, we didn’t care if we were breaking any rule.   It had 
just been too long.  Then during the service we were told that we could light a candle on the can-
dle cross. Something else I have missed.  I lit a candle and sat down and said a prayer for those 
who had suffered a loss or are in a health crisis.  

     Although Pastor Lee’s message was very good, my eyes kept going back to the flickering flame 
on the candle I lit. It got me thinking about how so very blessed I am. My health is good and I have 
a wonderful wife and family. I have a great church family who continue to reach out to all of us. 
And I have a savior who walks with me every day. Sorry, Pastor Lee, but my thoughts were about 
how blessed I am and not too much about your message. 

     Then, as I left, I was listening to my usual “old time music” station and heard a song that I  
thought was very appropriate. The song was ”Lean On Me.”  

     “Lean on me when you’re not strong. And I’ll be your friend. I’ll help you carry on. For it won’t 
be long till I’m gonna need someone to lean on.”  

      Will you reach out to someone today?  Remember God loves you and so do we at SUMC. 

                                                                                                                                                   Bob Atkinson 

Psalm 30:10 

mailto:prayerrequest@shenumc.org
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Shenendehowa UMC Sunday Online Worship  
9:00 a.m. Blended Service (Traditional & Contemporary Music)  

 

Pastors & Staff 
Pastor, Rev. Leland Carlson - pastorlee@shenumc.org  

Visitation Minister, Brother Paul McCue - brotherpaul@shenumc.org 
Deaconess, Denise Walling - dwalling@shenumc.org 

Executive Director, Denise Gottung - dgottung@shenumc.org 
Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries, Anna Savino – 

asavino@shenumc.org 
Office Administrator, Shell Morizio  -secretary@shenumc.org 

Coordinator of Music Ministries, Lauri Nair - laurinair@shenumc.org 
Organist, John Russell - jrussell@shenumc.org 

Interim Worship Band leader, Jazzy Gold—worshipleader@shenumc.org  
Financial Secretary, Jennifer Degenhart-  financialsecretary@shenumc.org 
Director of Preschool - Elizabeth Wygel - preschooldirector@shenumc.org 

Head Custodian, Peter Ryan 
 

Contact Us: 
Phone: 518-371-7964; emergency phone: 518-662-4463 (518-NOAHGOD)       

E-mail: office@shenumc.org     Web Site: www.shenumc.org 
“Like” us on Facebook 

Office Hours:  9 am - 3 pm,  Monday - Friday  
 

SUMC Connections’ Editor: 
Shell Morizio 
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-and- 

Weekly Bulletin  
Announcements  

due by noon on Wednesdays 
to  
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