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Connecting People to Christ and Community 

Shenendehowa UMC  

Connections 
                                                  May,  2021 

Pastor Lee Carlson 

 

“Life After COVID: Reimagining Our Future” 

     When COVID-19 first began to disrupt our lives in March of 2020, most of us as-
sumed it would be a bump in the road, not a bridge washed out.  Little did we realize 
how much our lives, our families, our communities and our world would be changed.  
People worked from home, parents became teachers, ZOOM became popular, tele-
medicine became the norm, traveling ceased, fear and grief gripped the nation, and 
churches were locked down.  The truth is much of what I just wrote is just as true to-
day—over a year later. 

     Given this ongoing reality, I have found it becoming increasingly harder to envision 
a future where things get back to some semblance of normal…or at least a new nor-
mal.  In order to combat my natural temptation to dwell on the impossible or the un-
known, I began what I will call a new spiritual practice.  I was motivated to begin this 
practice from a quote I recently read by Albert Einstein, “Your imagination is your pre-
view of life's coming attractions.”  Up to the point of reading this quote, I concluded 
my imagination for what could/would be was placed aside (or completely ignored) in 
order to address what I believed was most urgent.  Now, some of this was absolutely 
necessary, however the more I prayed and self-reflected, the more I realized I was 
stuck, personally and professionally. Have you ever been there?  Are you there now?  
If so, let me share with you a scripture that encourages us to imagine or catch a 
glimpse of what can be and then act on it.   

     James writes in chapter 1 verses 22-25, “Don't fool yourself into thinking that you 
are a listener when you are anything but, letting the Word go in one ear and out the 
other. Act on what you hear! Those who hear and don't act are like those who glance 
in the mirror, walk away, and two minutes later have no idea who they are, what they 
look like. But whoever catches a glimpse of the revealed counsel of God—the free life!
—even out of the corner of his eye, and sticks with it, is no distracted scatterbrain but 
a man or woman of action. That person will find delight and affirmation in the action.”                                  

     So let me share a bit of what I have been imagining for Shen UMC as we begin to be 
the church during this next season of ministry.  I hope it will inspire you to begin imag-
ining this reality with me.   

Imagine Shen UMC, filled with God's Spirit, being of one mind and one body as it 
brings its life into line with God's great vision of restoring the world under the lordship 
of Jesus Christ. Imagine every one of us fully committed to seeing God's vision become 
a reality.  

Imagine Shen UMC being committed to daily prayer for our neighbors, our co-
workers, our family and friends, and our nation's leaders.  

Imagine Shen UMC being consumed by finding ways to live out its faith and mirror 
God's love, as taught and modeled by Jesus. This church being the best window that 
seekers have into the life God intended. 
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(continued from Pg.  1) Pastor Lee Carlson 

Imagine Shen UMC having one central objective for every worship service, Sunday-school class, youth group, 
small group, and team meeting: To equip its members for growing/strengthening our faith walks, living out and 
sharing God's love more effectively in the world.  

Imagine Shen UMC joyfully recognizing and putting to full use the gifts and capacities God has given us; and im-
agine members/attendees desiring nothing more in life than to develop those gifts for the purpose of offering 
them back to God in passionate, life-long witness and service to others.  

Imagine Shen UMC taking a bold step of faith into ministry…and then another…and another, just based on what 
we have learned and experienced throughout this pandemic.  

Imagine Shen UMC so connected with people—both within and outside the church—that we begin to reach 
their deepest hurts and needs, offering healing to the broken and extending open arms to people of diverse ra-
cial, cultural and economic backgrounds.  Imagine this church… sought out by those experiencing injustice, being 
known for insisting on just relationships and fair treatment of those who are most vulnerable, and for loving our 
enemies. A church so welcoming of sinners, so filled with compassion, that word of our love and care spreads 
throughout our community, and even around the world. 

Imagine Shen UMC sharing this vision and experience of new life in Christ with our neighboring churches and 
discovering that we are all hatching a desire to reach out together.  We learn, share and grow together.  

Imagine our community becoming a better place to live, and a little more like heaven, because our church is in 
it. Imagine that if our church left the community…the community would genuinely miss our presence. 

Imagine God’s Church… as God envisioned it…The Bride of Jesus Christ. A place where each loves God with all 
their heart…all their soul…all their mind…all their strength; and, where we do love our neighbors as ourselves.  

     Friends, in many ways, we become only what we have the capacity and the courage to imagine!  Einstein was 
right, “Your imagination is your preview of life's coming attractions.”  I don’t know about you, but I would love 
for Shen UMC to have the kind of future where all of these “Imagines” become reality. Listen, it takes all of us 
growing and serving together to make a difference in people’s lives.  The great news is, we are well on our way 
in many of the areas mentioned above and for that we give God thanks.  The challenges looming before us are 
finding ways to further become the kind of church where each of these ideas become a reality…for them to real-
ly become a part of the DNA and the culture of Shen UMC.  I am excited by where we are and where we are 
headed as leaders and as a congregation.  So, as we seek to “Connect People to Christ and Community,” my hope 
is you will join with me as we relaunch many of our ministries, as we kick-off an outdoor worship service, as we 
continue to provide the best online experiences possible, and as we look forward to our “coming attractions” 
becoming more and more a reality throughout 2021 and beyond. You won’t want to miss it!   

     I am honored to be your pastor as we seek to be the church God has called us to be and become! 

 



3 

 

Eyewitness Good News 

Connecting through Worship... 

 

     

     We are delighted to announce that starting May 23, the 10:45 am service will return! Our hope is to have this 
service outdoors throughout the summer so families can enjoy worshipping in the fresh air together!  In case of 
rain, we will hold this service inside.     

 

May 23     Pentecost Sunday      Acts 2:1-21  

May 30     No greater love         John 15:12-17  

June 6       Outward signs-Inward grace      

                       Baptism and Communion  

                       

 

 

Upcoming Worship Services... 

 

 

 

     It’s true that believing in Jesus gives people hope, but Christianity was never intended to be solely based on 

hope, wishful thinking, or blind faith.  From the beginning, the Christian faith was based on evidence. As an eye-

witness to many of Jesus' miracles, the apostle John reminds us that the supernatural feats of Jesus are not 

just random acts of kindness meant to help and inspire people. They are signs that give us evidence for who 

Jesus is and why we, like John, can become and grow as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.  

   May 2  “More Than A Meal”                                                                                                  
Philippians 4:7; John 20:31; John 6:2–15, 25–27, 30–31 

 

    May 9  “Blind But Now I See “ 

John 9:1–22, 24–30, 33–34 

 

May 16  “Dead Or Alive” 

John 10:24–25; 11:1, 3–17, 20–27, 33–45, 48;  

John 3:19; 20:31 
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 Words of wisdom from another generation…. 

     Watch out what you say and do! It just might hap-
pen to you!! What you say or do can stick to you like 
glue!!! It is a basic fact of life of life and physics. All 
actions have a reaction, and some of these actions 
can be far reaching.  

      This is a fact and is expressed in almost every reli-
gion as “As  you sow, so shall you reap” or something 
like that. You can look it up (I did).  

     Check out Christianity (Galatians 6:7), Buddhism 
(Ta-chwang-yan King Lun Sermon 57), Sikhism (Guru 
Nanak 1,11), Judaism (Proverbs 11:25), Confucianism 
(Mencius 1.2.12.2.), Hinduism (Manu 9.40), just to 
mention a few. 

      The LORD really wants this message to get across-
so listen up and pay attention. What does this say to 
us? The LORD, our Creator and Sustainer, that which 
is Transcendent and Immanent, YAHWEH, the “Great 
I AM” is telling us to expect and accept the results of 

our thoughts, words and actions. So,  as I was told as 
a kid by my father (and just about every other adult),  
I now pass on to you-  ”Straighten up”.  

 

Notes from a Methodist Monk…          Brother Paul McCue 

Brother Paul 

Small Group Ministry...           

       

 

 

 

 

 
     
     Small groups are currently following Pastor Lee's 
sermon series, Eyewitness Good News, with meetings 
that utilize short videos, prayer, and guided group 
discussions.  It's never too late to join a small group. 
 
     Groups are offered on Zoom, with plans to return 
to in-person meetings and hybrid models soon.  For 
those whose schedules make a group meeting diffi-
cult, there is also an option for independent study. 
 
     To get started in a small group, or for any other  
questions, please contact Denise Walling  
at dwalling@shenumc.org  

     Friday Morning, a reflective and topical study 

group for all, meets Fridays at 9:30 a.m. for everyone.  

This is a new  version of the former “Friday Morning 

Moms” small group.  

    For the next few months, we will be meeting via 

ZOOM, but when the time is right, we will begin in-

person meetings at the church. Newcomers and visi-

tors are always welcome, and one can join in at any-

time. Topics for  discussion will center on being a 

Christian in the  present world, and prayer is an im-

portant part of all gatherings. Contact dwall-

ing@shenumc.org  for more information.   

  

mailto:dwalling@shenumc.org
mailto:dwalling@shenumc.org
mailto:dwalling@shenumc.org
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Kids’ Connections... 

 

Shen Lighthouse 

Wednesdays 6:30pm-8pm 
Middle School & High School Students 

Friends are always welcome!  

Meeting in person in Fellowship Hall 

Mask Required 

Games, Fun, Fellowship & Devotional  

*Social Distancing is Practiced* 
 

Please contact Ashley at alatham@shenumc.org with any questions.   

Follow Lighthouse on Instagram @ shenlighthouse  

to keep up to date and see all the fun things we do!  

ShenKids @ Home & In-Person Options 

     ShenKids @ Home:   Our online worship option is offered every week via the ShenKids’ email. The weekly 

email includes worship videos, a lesson, scripture, video & discussion questions, a memory verse, prayer, and 

other activities to do together as a family.  

     ShenKids In-Person:  We are currently offering two class options: Preschool-1st Grade and 2nd-5th Grade. 

Please register your children for ShenKids’ In-person via the link sent out in the ShenKids’ emails. Please be sure 

to do this as we are limited in the amount of seating in each room due to ensuring social distancing.  

 

     Here’s a little information about our in-person procedures:  All students and volunteers are required to wear 

masks throughout the time at ShenKids’ In-Person. When entering and leaving the classroom, students and vol-

unteers will be asked to use hand sanitizer. Once in the classroom, students and volunteers will sit socially dis-

tanced.  There will also be individual sanitized supply boxes for each child (crayons, markers, glue, scissors, etc.).   

     Students and their families will enter through Door F (Fellowship Hall door) and will go through the COVID 

procedural screening (temperature taken, questions answered). Families will be escorted to seats in either the 

sanctuary or fellowship hall. The children will sit with their families for part of the worship service until they are 

dismissed during the offertory. The students will be dismissed from their classrooms  at the end of the service.   

     If you are not receiving the ShenKids’ email and would like to or if you have any questions,  

please email Ashley Latham at alatham@shenumc.org.  

 

 

 

mailto:alatham@shenumc.org
mailto:alatham@shenumc.org
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Building and Grounds...  

News About Our Church Home... 

    As a member of the Buildings and Ground Committee and a Trustee, I thought I would share with the SUMC 

community what’s new and exciting around our church home.  John Orton 

Spring Cleanup Success… 

      A big Thank You to all who came to the church Saturday Morning, April 17th, to help get the grounds around 

our church home looking sharp for this summer season.  We picked up branches, sticks, and piles of leaves; 

cleaned off sidewalks; weeded beds. We generally made the place look springtime fresh and great looking. 

     A special thank you to Boy Scout Troop 45, who is sponsored by SUMC.  They took on a major project to pre-

vent floods in the front basement by correcting the drainage in the front courtyard.  It involved removing mulch 

and landscape fabric, bringing in many, many buckets of dirt, grading everything away from the foundation, and 

then putting everything back.  The delicate electronics in the front basement are now safe from harm!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      My thanks to Scouts: Jack Baker, Tyler Morley, Devin Peacock, Gavin Rueda, Wyatt Rueda, Jerry Zhu and 

Scoutmaster- Matt Baker and Parents: Tammie Morley, Bill Peacock, and Rick Rueda.  (Elsewhere, Scouts Evelyn 

and Josephine Niemeyer were raking leaves with Mom and Dad.) 

 

Coping with COVID… 

     Many thanks to Executive Director,  Denise Gottung, Pastor Lee, and Custodian, Peter Ryan, and the whole 

team of volunteers who provide a safe Sunday worship experience for our congregation.  It takes lots of extra 

work, lots of prep and cleaning, but we are able to stay connected through in-person and on-line participation.  

Watch for news of expanded worship options under consideration! 

 

 Preparing for the next decade…. 

     You may have read that many auto manufacturers have made major commitments to electric vehicles in their 

product offerings.  They are much cleaner and environmentally friendly, but where to charge them?  We are in 

preliminary discussions with a local firm that installs these systems, run by a church attendee.  Using State and 

Federal incentives to provide charging stations, our net cost may be zero to install, and the fee structure can 

more than offset the electrical bill!  No approvals yet, nothing firm, but this warrants a careful look by the Church 

Council. 
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  Easter Food Basket - Thank You! 

     What an overwhelming response to our “Love Out Loud” Easter Food Basket mission!   With your generous 

donations, we were able to provide 28 baskets to families that range in size from 1 to 10 members. Each bas-

ket contained a fully cooked ham, potatoes, cans of vegetables, apples and oranges, dinner rolls, an egg color-

ing kit, Easter candy and a hand decorated cookie for each family member. Additionally, we were able to in-

clude more than $20 in gift cards to local grocery stores in every basket.  

      There are so many people to thank!  Thanks for the support of our church staff who helped with planning, 

communication, shopping and so much more; our youth who decorated beautiful Easter cards; volunteers 

who assembled and handed out baskets; Dolce & Biscotti bakery for their donation of beautifully decorated 

Easter cookies;  Aldi’s for handling the order for 28 hams, and, of course, all of you for your generosity! 

      It was a joy to coordinate this mission with you. 

Blessings, 

Donna Rischbieter  

 

 

Connecting through Mission... 

Skye Farm Work Day  

May 22 

9 am till noon  

 

Please contact Becky Nold at beckyn-

old85@gmail.com  

or 

Shell Morizio at secretary@shenumc.org   

or call (518) 371-7964 

 

 Over The Speed Limit Luncheon  

     The SUMC Over the Speed Limit will gather on 

Thursday, June 10, at 12:00pm, at the west parking 

area of the church for lunch. Everyone over 55+ is wel-

come to come. Guests are always welcome. 

      A ”Box Lunch” will be ordered from Mom & Pop’s 
Restaurant in Ballston Spa.  Lunch will include a sand-
wich wrap, chips, pickle, cookies and water. Choice of 
roast beef, Italian mix, or turkey.  All wraps will include 
cheese, lettuce and tomato.  
Cost $6.00 per person.   

         It’s been so long since we have joined together to 
visit socially.  We look forward to gathering together 
on June 10! Everyone attending must bring their own 
folding chair and wear a mask when not seated. 
 
RSVP and indicate your choice of sandwich by June 
6th to Barbara and Joe Mazurak at 518 289-5948 or  
joebarbmaz@nycap.rr.com. 

mailto:beckynold85@gmail.com
mailto:beckynold85@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@shenumc.org
mailto:joebarbmaz@nycap.rr.com
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Community Connections... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       May’s Community Dinner is scheduled for Tues-

day,  May 25,  with our “drive-through” open from 

5:30 to 6:30 pm. The dinner we are offering is meatball 

pasta bake with tossed salad, fresh fruit and dessert.  

Reservations are required and can be made by calling 

518-371-7964 x711.  

          Are you available to volunteer? Volunteers will 

be needed to help in the kitchen beginning at 3:30 pm 

to assemble meals and begin cleanup. You can come 

for any amount of time you are available.  We will con-

tinue to limit the volunteers to no more than 10.  All 

volunteers are required to wear a mask. If you are able 

to deliver meals, please let us know. We usually deliv-

er three or four meals.   

       Please contact Donna Rischbieter at 

dlrisch@nycap.rr.com or 518-877-0553 with any ques-

tions about how to volunteer. Thank you! 

     The children are enjoying the warmer weather 

and all the spring learning activities at preschool. It is 

hard to believe that we have had our last break of 

this unprecedented school year and are planning for 

end of the year activities already! 

     Enrollment continues for the 2021-2022 school 

year and remains strong with 125 students already 

enrolled. We have added an additional afternoon 

class to offset the demand for spots at our school for 

the fall. 

     Preschool Summer Camp 2021 will run for 3 

weeks, starting on June 23rd and ending on July 9th. 

It is a structured half-day camp experience for chil-

dren ages 3 - 5, from 9:15- 11:45, Monday through 

Friday. It provides hands-on experiences, positive 

socialization, and lots of fun. Camp enrollment is full 

for summer of 2021. 

     We will be adding additional components to our 

Play Garden this spring, including a shed, some child-

friendly gardens, a sandbox, and some additional 

climbing and swinging activities. Our outdoor play 

space promotes healthy exercise, imagination and 

interactive play, exploration and discovery, where 

the natural environment takes priority. It is a well-

loved, used space! 

      Please see our website www.sumcpreschool.org 

or contact Elizabeth Wygel at preschooldirec-

tor@shenumc.org for more information regarding 

our preschool.  

 

 

 

           Patchwork of  Love Events  
   

   SUMC Patchwork of Love is hosting 

the following events in May. 

      Wednesday, May 12,  will be our  

Pin Your Quilt Day in the Fellowship 

Hall, 10 am – 3 pm.  We will have 6 

sets of double tables set up in Fellowship Hall plus two 

ironing boards with irons.  Bring your own pins, tape, 

and material. Covid precautions expected. Look for 

sign up info in an upcoming Weekly Connect.   

      On Wednesday, May 26, 11am to 2pm, we will 

have  the SUMC Patchwork of Love Picnic (BYO chair, 

food, and beverage) at the Clifton Park Halfmoon 

Lighthouse Park on Rt.4 north of Waterford on the 

Hudson River. Weather  perrmitting .  

mailto:dlrisch@nycap.rr.com
http://www.sumcpreschool.org
mailto:preschooldirector@shenumc.org
mailto:preschooldirector@shenumc.org
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Phil. 1:3  

Prayer requests may be sent to prayerrequest@shenumc.org 

SUMC Friends and Family…  

Joe & Claudia Allison 
Bob & Jean Atkinson 
Mary Barkuff  
Barbara Bombard 
Joan and Dale Brown  
Laurie Cerrone 
Jim & Joanne Chambers 
Mae Dehmer 
Jeanne Harrington 

Harvey & Carol Hayner 
Phyllis Holzhauer  
Lois Jerwann 
Bill & Claire Kohler 
Audrey Kuhn 
Mary Jane LaPorta 
Joe Mount  
Mary Newell 
Georgiana Polite 

Mary Predel 
Bob & Linda Rice 
Russell & Joyce Smith 
Flo Snell 
Twitty Styles  
Bill & Joyce Vaughn 
Carl & Shirley VanTine  
Lois Winner  

 

     For what seems like forever I have been en-
couraging everyone to make sure that they are 
keeping in touch with their church friends. And 
with the cards and notes that my wife and I have 
received, many people are doing just that.  

     You may have been thinking about the title 
for this missive.  Well, let me explain. I received 
a card from people in the church office express-
ing their concern about my welfare and offering 
their prayers for me.  It was unexpected and a 
very pleasant surprise.  At the bottom of the 
note was the Bible reference shown above, and I 
had to look this up. It got me thinking that may-
be that’s a good way for us to keep in touch with 
each other. 

     It forced me to take my bible off the shelf and 
read it again. With our lives still in a degree of 
chaos, I had not done this in a while. It made me 

remember the love that is offered to all of us. 
This note was a sneaky way to force me to get 
back to what had been my guide and my support 
for many years. 

     So, let me suggest that when you send out 
notes to your friends, add a scripture note on 
the bottom.  Something that you have always 
loved.  Something that speaks to you. Maybe 
something from the Gospels or Paul’s letters, or 
Psalms or Proverbs.  The list is endless. 

     Math.18-20 This reminds me that I am never 
alone. 

PS:  Remember God loves you and so do we at 
SUMC. 

 

Bob Atkinson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:prayerrequest@shenumc.org
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Shenendehowa UMC Sunday Worship  
9:00 a.m. Blended Service (Traditional & Contemporary Music) 

10:45 Outdoor service In-Person (starting May 23)  
 

Pastors & Staff 
Pastor, Rev. Leland Carlson - pastorlee@shenumc.org  

Visitation Minister, Brother Paul McCue - brotherpaul@shenumc.org 
Deaconess, Denise Walling - dwalling@shenumc.org 

Executive Director, Denise Gottung - dgottung@shenumc.org 
Office Administrator, Shell Morizio  -secretary@shenumc.org 

Coordinator of Music Ministries, Lauri Nair - laurinair@shenumc.org 
Organist, John Russell - jrussell@shenumc.org 

Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministries,  Ashley Latham -  
alatham@shenumc.org 

Financial Secretary, Jennifer Degenhart-  financialsecretary@shenumc.org 
Production Coordinator, Jermaine Hammond - jhammond@shenumc.org 
Director of Preschool - Elizabeth Wygel - preschooldirector@shenumc.org 

Head Custodian, Peter Ryan 
 

Contact Us: 
Phone: 518-371-7964; emergency phone: 518-662-4463 (518-NOAHGOD)       

E-mail: office@shenumc.org     Web Site: www.shenumc.org 
“Like” us on Facebook 

Office Hours:  9 am - 3 pm,  Monday - Friday  
 
 

SUMC Connections’ Editor: 
Shell Morizio 
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Articles due May 18   
-and- 

Weekly Bulletin  
Announcements  

due by noon on Wednesdays 
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secretary@shenumc.org 
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