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   Risky Business 

 
Greetings Friends! 
 
     Recently, I received a list of lessons 

learned throughout one’s lifetime.  Here 

are a five of the most important…  

1. If you had to identify, in one 

word, the reason why the 

human race has not 

achieved, and never will 

achieve, its full potential, 

that word would be 

meetings. 

2. Your real friends love you anyway. 

3. People who want to share their reli-

gious views with you almost never 

want you to share yours with them. 

4. Never, under any circumstances, take 

a sleeping pill and a laxative on the 

same night. 

5. The most powerful force in the      

universe is gossip.  

     While some of these are humorous, 

they all contain a grain of truth.  I’ve 

discovered that when I stop, look, and 

listen to the people, the places, and the 

things happening around me, I discover 

valuable life lessons.     

      Speaking of which, I recently heard 

of a story which furthered my thoughts 

on valuable lessons.  It was about a situ-

ation that  occurred during the Iraqi war 

in 2003. It’s the  story of how our ma-

rines rescued a female prisoner of war.  

Jessica Lynch was successfully rescued 

in an Iraqi hospital. It was the first suc-

cessful rescue of an American prisoner 

of war since World War II and the first 

ever of a woman.  Following the   heroic 

rescue, we learned more about how it 

took place. 

     An Iraqi lawyer walked six miles to 

tell U.S. forces where to find her. Ac-

cording to some reports, he made the 

decision to assist in her rescue after 

seeing her slapped in the face by a 

guard—a sight that, in his words, 

“cut my heart.”  He spent the next 

few days gathering information and 

making hand-drawn maps of the 

building's layout. He then gave the 

information to U.S. intelligence    offic-

ers. He is also believed to have walked 

through the hospital, outfitted with a 

secret video camera, to show our ma-

rines the best route to take and the for-

eign forces they would have to confront 

during the rescue.   

     Why did he risk his life to do it? In his 

own words, “I couldn't watch the mis-

treatment of a fellow human being with-

out taking action.”  Even though it could 

have cost him his life, he made Jessica's 

rescue possible. This young Iraqi lawyer 

became an inspiration to our American 

troops—and in reality, he set an  

example for us all to follow. 

     Here’s the lesson I see in this story. 

There will be times when you are faced 

with the prospect of doing something 

risky—and you know it's the right thing 

to do. Maybe defending someone who 

can't defend themselves;  

                      (Continued on page 2) 
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maybe speaking the truth when the truth is not   

welcome; maybe putting your life on the line for a 

complete stranger. Sometimes we have to take 

risks—both big and small—in order to do the right 

thing.  

     Choosing risky business often takes what we have 

seen in this Iraqi civilian: courage and love for hu-

manity. I don't know what his religious beliefs are, 

but I know in this instance he lived out the words of 

Paul when he said, “Be on guard. Stand true to what 

you believe. Be courageous. Be strong. And every-

thing you do must be done with love.”  

  –1 Corinthians 16:13-14 

     Isn’t that what Jesus did for us?  Currently, we are 

in the middle of Lent and will soon be journeying 

with Jesus through Holy Week, culminating with our 

Easter Sunday celebration. Each week we are exam-

ining one of the last  seven statements of Jesus from 

the cross and how the truth behind these words, 

when embraced, can make a difference in our lives 

today and for eternity.  Jesus was willing to risk his 

very life out of obedience to do the will of God.  In-

credibly, he knowingly and willingly walked the path 

to the cross.  

     Why did He accept this risky venture?  Because it 

was ultimately the right thing to do…out of his  

faithfulness and obedience to God, he died for our 

sins so that our connection to God could be re-

stored.  Amazingly, out of despair and death, God 

brought about hope and life…for Jesus Christ and for 

each one of us who put our faith in him.  Shen UMC, 

take note! In the midst of an ongoing pandemic, 

Easter is coming! And with it, new life, new begin-

nings, new hope, and new growth. Are you willing to 

step out of your fears and into a new and better life, 

albeit a potentially risky life, and receive all that  

Jesus  promises?     

     Join me on this journey and may God find us         

courageous and full of love for each other, too!  

 

(continued from Pg.  1) Pastor Lee Carlson 

Connecting through Worship... 

      We have been enjoying in-

person worship while following 

the New York State guidelines for 

churches.  It’s so great to see our 

friends again and be together in 

God’s presence!  We look forward 

to seeing more of you when you 

are ready to return to church; un-

til then, please continue to join us 

online on Sundays at 9:00 a.m.    

     If you would like to reserve a 

seat you can do so at Shen UMC 

Worship Reservations: Shen UMC In-

Person Worship Reservations 

(signupgenius.com)   

     Please call the church at 518-

371-7964 if you have any ques-

tions.  We look forward to seeing 

you (or being seen)!     

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b48aca723a1fb6-shen
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b48aca723a1fb6-shen
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b48aca723a1fb6-shen
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b48aca723a1fb6-shen
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Holy Week Services 

Connecting through Worship... 

There will be several services during Holy Week to worship our risen Lord together as 

we remember His death and celebrate His glorious resurrection.  

Maundy Thursday (Communion):  April 1 at 7:00pm—In Person & Online   

Good Friday:  April 2 at 7:00pm—In Person & Online 

Easter Sunday (Communion):  April 4 

 9:00am—In Person & Online 

 10:45—Outdoor Family Service — All are welcome!  

Reservations are not required but if you prefer to reserve a seat for any of these        

services click here:  Shen UMC Worship Reservations: Shen UMC In-Person Worship Reserva-

tions (signupgenius.com)  

Continued Safety in Worship 

     For everyone's continued safety and good health, we are requiring everyone to 

wear a mask, regardless of his/her vaccination status. The time will come when we can 

all remove our masks and see each other face to face, and we wait patiently for that 

day. We will continue to re-evaluate all safety protocols in the coming weeks and 

 

Communion Elements Available for Holy Week  

 

We will be sharing in communion at the Maundy Thursday and both Easter services.  Pastor Lee will be handing 

out communion elements during Holy Week at the dates and times below at Door F.  Elements will also be 

available in the brown mission bin outside Door B at your convenience.   

   March 28:  After 9am Worship  March 29:  5:30  - 6:30pm 

           March 30:  12:00  -  1:00pm 

 
      A recent development in permissions from the CDC indicates that vaccinated persons may now sit togeth-

er in services, if they desire.  If you’ve been vaccinated, and you would like, we welcome you to sit with other 

friends who have  also been vaccinated when you gather in worship. To do this, please sign-up online togeth-

er and choose your seating selection accordingly.  For those of you who would rather stay distanced, please 

feel free to continue to sit as you have been.  Our hope is to make everyone feel as comfortable as possible.              

                                                         Thank you for your cooperation!                  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b48aca723a1fb6-shen
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b48aca723a1fb6-shen
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EYEWITNESS GOOD NEWS 

     It’s true that believing in Jesus gives people hope, but Christianity was never intended to be solely based on 
hope, wishful thinking or blind faith.  From the beginning, the Christian faith was based on evidence. As an eye-
witness to many of Jesus' miracles, the apostle John reminds us that the supernatural feats of Jesus are not just 
random acts of kindness meant to help and inspire people. They are signs that give us evidence for who Jesus is 
and why we, like John, can become and grow as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.  

 

April 4 (Easter): “Seeing Is Believing ~ Believing Is Seeing” John 19:16–18, 30, 35, 38–42; 20:2–8, 24–31 

April 11: Eyewitness Good News: “Seven Signs”  John 2:1–12, 20:30–31 

April 18: Eyewitness Good News: “Living As If”  1 John 1:1–3; John 20:29–31; John 2:23; 4:46–54 

April 25: Eyewitness Good News: “Watch Me”  1 John 1: 1–3; John 20:31; John 5:1–3, 5–10;  

         Exodus 20:8; John 5:10–19; 39–40 

May 2: Eyewitness Good News: “More Than A Meal” Philippians 4:7; John 20:31;  

         John 6:2–15, 25–27, 30–31 

May 9:  Eyewitness Good News: “Blind But Now I See” John 9:1–22, 24–30, 33–34 

May 16:  Eyewitness Good News: “Dead Or Alive”  John 10:24–25; 11:1, 3–17, 20–27, 33–45, 48;  
        John 3:19; 20:31 

Upcoming Sermon Series... 

Connecting through Music...           

Virtual Alleluia – The Music of Grace 
April 3, 7:00 Online  

 

     On Saturday, April 3 at 7 PM EDT, SUMC will be broadcasting a concert called Virtual Alleluia - The Music of 

Grace.  Much like what we did at Christmas time with the Virtual Singing Christmas Tree, 13 of our folks have 

been working with a composer, Joseph Martin, to create this approximately hour-long concert. We have ten 

adults from our Chancel Choir or cantata groups and three children from our Junior and Youth Choirs partici-

pating.  The adults are involved in three numbers at this concert and the children are in one number. 

  

     The concert is divided into three sections representing The Ministry, The Humility, and the Resurrection of   

Jesus Christ.   In addition to singers from all over the US and Canada, we will be joined by soloists and special 

guests including Icy Monroe, Amy Martin Cole, Sarah Whittemore, Mark Cruz, Heather Sorenson, Joseph      

Martin, Sue Martin, Tony DeRosa, Steve Roddy, and the Houston Children’s Chorus. 

  

We hope you will join us by tuning online at ShenUMC on Saturday, April 3 at 7:00 p.m. and celebrate Christ’s 

life and Easter with us.  Hope to see you then! 
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     We don’t always feel good all the time. This is a 

common theme in our lives. Aside from the times of 

joy and happiness, there are times when we feel bad 

or even worse. Sometimes our uncomfortable expe-

riences (physical, emotional, spiritual or otherwise) 

are fleeting and temporary or they could be perma-

nent.  

     What are we to do? Wish away the pain and hurt, 

seek solace in alcohol and drugs, try bogus or mira-

cle cures or just be depressed? I don’t think so. 

     I’m not going to give advice or provide “How to” 

information. What I am going to tell you really 

works, at least for me and maybe it will work for 

you, too.  

     Don’t forget, a word from Brother Paul McCue 

could be good for you!  

     So-here goes! P.S.-It comes with directions... 

Take immediately and repeat as often as necessary: 

1 “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction and faithful 

in prayer.” -Romans 12:12 

2 “This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice 

and be glad.” -Psalm 118:24 

3 “Hey God, you made me and know me. What you 

make is really great. I know this deep down.” Very 

loose but really true translation on Psalm 139:13-14. 

Thank you for allowing me to pray with and for you.  

Brother Paul  

 

                                                      

Notes from a Methodist Monk…          Brother Paul McCue 

Brother Paul 

Small Group Ministry...           

      Small Groups are continuing the series, Seven 

Words, which follows the Sunday morning sermon 

series. It's not too late to join a small group. Please 

visit the church website to discover the days and 

times for the groups, all meeting via Zoom. https://

www.shenumc.org/next-steps/small-groups/growth

-small-groups/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
 

     Friday Morning, a reflective and topical study 

group for all, meets Fridays at 9:30 a.m. This is a 

new  version of the former “Friday Morning Moms” 

small group. Friday Morning!  

    Friday Morning is for everyone. For the next few 

months, we will be meeting via ZOOM, but when 

the time is right, we will begin in-person meetings at 

the church. Newcomers and visitors are always wel-

come, and one can join in at anytime. Topics for  

discussion will center on being a Christian in the  

present world, and prayer is an important part of all 

gatherings. Contact dwalling@shenumc.org for 

more information.   

                   

https://www.shenumc.org/next-steps/small-groups/growth-small-groups/
https://www.shenumc.org/next-steps/small-groups/growth-small-groups/
https://www.shenumc.org/next-steps/small-groups/growth-small-groups/
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Kids’ Connections... 

 

Shen Lighthouse 

Wednesdays 6:30pm-8pm 
Middle School & High School Students 

Friends are always welcome!  

Meeting in person in Fellowship Hall 

Mask Required 

Games, Fun, Fellowship & Devotional  

*Social Distancing is Practiced* 
 

Please contact Ashley at alatham@shenumc.org with any questions.   

Follow Lighthouse on Instagram @ shenlighthouse  

 

 

 

 

ShenKids @ Home & In-Person Options 
 ShenKids @ Home (online option) is offered eve-

ry week via the ShenKids’ email. Please use the re-

sources in the  email to have your own ShenKids at 

home and to do at your leisure! 

 ShenKids at Home weekly email that includes 

worship videos, lesson, scripture, video & discussion 

questions, memory verse, prayer, and other activities 

to do together as a family! 

 ShenKids In Person: Lesson, videos, games, 

crafts, prayer, memory verse, and fellowship with 

one another in person. We are currently offering two 

class options: Preschool-1st Grade and 2nd-5th 

Grade. We ask that you please register your children 

for ShenKids in Person via the link sent out in the 

ShenKids’ emails. Please be sure to do this as we are 

limited in the amount of seating in each room due to 

ensuring social distancing. All students and volun-

teers are required to wear their masks throughout 

their time at ShenKids In Person.  

 Upon entering and leaving their classroom, stu-

dents and volunteers will also be asked to use hand 

sanitizer. Once in the classroom, students and volun-

teers will sit socially distanced,  and there will also be 

individual class supply boxes for each child (crayons, 

markers, glue, scissors, etc.). These supplies are 

cleaned after each class. When you arrive to church 

on Sunday, please enter through Door F (Fellowship 

Hall door), have your temperature taken and go 

through the Covid/health questionnaire screening 

process together as a family. You and your children 

will be escorted to your seats in either the sanctuary 

or Fellowship Hall. Your children will be sitting with 

you for part of the worship service. They will then be 

dismissed during the offertory music, exit out the 

front sanctuary door and walked to their classroom 

by their teachers/helpers. The children will then be 

dismissed back to you in the sanctuary at the end of 

the service.  

 If you are not receiving the ShenKids email and 

would like to or have any questions, please email 

Ashley Latham at alatham@shenumc.org. 

mailto:alatham@shenumc.org
mailto:altham@shenumc.org
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Easter Baskets of Love 

“ Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in  

truth and action” 

John 3:18 
 

     During Lent, we have been reminding ourselves to LOVE OUT LOUD! focusing on the Scripture verse from 1 
John 3:18, “ Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action”. 

 

     We are planning to assemble about 25 baskets that will provide a beautiful Easter dinner for families in 
need. You can help out by signing up to donate fresh produce, fruit, canned vegetables, etc. Items can be 
brought to church and added to the table in the sanctuary or dropped off at Door B beginning March 7. The 
cost of sponsoring a basket is $40.  

 
     Monetary donations of any amount for a share of a basket will also be appreciated. These donations will be 
used to purchase the ham for each basket. Please sign up through Sign Up Genius at https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/5080448afae2fa64-loleaster.  
 

     Assembly of the baskets will be held in two shifts on Thursday, April 1 at 5:30 pm and 8:00 pm.  

     On Friday, April 2, from 6:30 to 7:30 pm,  we will hand out the baskets.  To help with assembly or distribu-
tion or both please use this link:   https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080448afae2fa64-easter 

 

     Any questions can be directed to Donna Rischbieter at dlrisch@nycap.rr.com or 518-877-0553. 

 

 

Connecting through Mission... 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080448afae2fa64-loleaster
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080448afae2fa64-loleaster
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080448afae2fa64-easter
mailto:dlrisch@nycap.rr.com
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Missions 2020 Review 
 

     We are grateful to God for the many opportunities we had to participate in Missions in 2020 because of 
the generosity of the congregation at SUMC.  Despite the challenges of the pandemic, SUMC was able to 
give more than $23,000 to important causes both domestic and international.  These funds are a combina-
tion of church budget, congregation donations and St. Pauly Bin donations.   

     It was a blessing to the Mission Team and staff to be able to contribute to the missions listed below on 
behalf of the ShenUMC congregation.   We hope you will be blessed by this news too: 

• Compassion International : Two child sponsorships in Africa (tuition and lunch) - $1,200 

• Heifer International : To be used where the ministry most needs the funds - $1,000  

• Guatemala Vision Trust : Two education scholarships In a country where only 1 in 10 adolescents have 
the chance to continue their education past grade 6 - $1,000  

• Christ for the City International :  This is the Mission organization with whom we partner for our adult 
international mission trip. In a normal year, much of their funding comes from the travel groups that they 
support. This year, it will go straight to this mission organization for their local programs. -$3,000 

• UMCOR Special Sundays : Given our unique times, as a church, we are supporting the  causes nor-
mally highlighted in UMCOR Special Sundays through our Missions’ Fund.  Specifically, we allocated 
$500 for Human Relations Day (January); $500 for UMCOR Sunday (a.k.a One Great Hour of Sharing) in 
March, that goes directly to UMCOR annual overhead;  $1,500 for disaster relief both domestic and 
international; and $500 for the General Fund which is currently being dedicated to COVID-19 re-
sponse.  - $3,000   

• Street Soldiers :  These funds were used to purchase the food, clothing, and footwear requested on 
the Street Soldiers’ Amazon Wish List.  - $500  

• RISSE : (a.k.a. Emmaus Refugee Mission in Albany)  This important mission remained active during 
COVID with food programs and classes online.  - $500 

• Kiva :  This is something new.  It is a small business loan mission (https:// www.kiva.org). Pastor Lee has 
personally worked with this organization for 10 years.  His initial investment has been repaid and 
loaned back out six times. - $1,000 

• Zimmerman Missionaries :  These funds support the work of Marc and Deidre Zimmerman who are 
serving in Nepal.  - $3,000  

• Skye Farm :  To support this important ministry as they felt the impacts of the COVID shutdown.  This is 
in addition to the team that works at Skye Farm weekly to maintain the grounds.- $2,000  

• Bountiful Backpack Program :   As a church, we have donated over $4,000 and much needed food    to 
the Shenendehowa Bountiful Backpack Program.  

• Jonesville Food Pantry :  To help those who are experiencing food insecurities, our congregation donat-
ed an additional $1,500 to Jonesville Food Pantry.   

     Finally, as part of Mission Possible, we held a Giffy’s BBQ fundraiser.  The $1,400 in proceeds were donat-
ed to the Regional Food Bank, Jonesville Food Pantry and CAPTAIN.  

 

                     Thank you for your partnership and generosity in doing God’s work throughout our  
                                                              community, country, and world!!! 

Connecting through Mission... 
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Community Connections... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     As we move toward springtime we are proud to 

continue our successful navigation through this un-

precedented school year. Being able to bring joy and 

love to these 100 plus preschoolers has been espe-

cially endearing for each of us this school year. We 

are blessed with committed and talented staff who 

continue to work hard to do everything possible to 

keep our students, as well as themselves, healthy 

and safe continuing a wonderful sense of normalcy 

for the children at SUMC preschool.  

     Our families and teachers alike have enjoyed the 

convenience of the outside drop-off of the children 

into the new play area, which has been the most 

obvious change for our school. The children are en-

joying the extra outdoor time as well as the open 

space to run, play and even sled during the winter 

months. We are looking forward to the arrival of a 

shed this Spring, courtesy of a generous donation, as 

well as adding phase 2 elements to our play area.  

     It’s hard to believe but enrollment is well under 

way for the 2021-2022 school year. We are off to a 

great start with more children enrolled at this point 

for the fall than ever before. We remain hopeful 

that the world will be back to more normal times by 

them but rest assured we look forward to another 

wonderful school year at SUMC. Enrollment applica-

tions are now being accepted electronically. Please 

see our website www.sumcpreschool.org or contact 

Elizabeth Wygel at preschooldirector@shenumc.org 

for more information. 

 

 

     April’s Community Dinner is scheduled for Tues-

day, April 27, 2021  with our “drive-through” open 

from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. The dinner we are offering is 

baked chicken and biscuits with tossed salad, fresh 

fruit and dessert. Reservations are required and can 

be made by calling 518-371-7964 x711.  

     Are you available to volunteer? Volunteers will 

be needed to help in the kitchen beginning at 3:00 

pm and at 5:00 pm to assemble meals and begin 

cleanup. We will continue to limit the volunteers to 

no more than 10.  All volunteers are required to 

wear a mask. If you are able to deliver meals, please 

let us know. Please contact Donna Rischbieter at 

dlrisch@nycap.rr.com or 518-877-0553 with any 

questions about how to volunteer. Thank you! 

 

http://www.sumcpreschool.org
mailto:preschooldirector@shenumc.org
mailto:dlrisch@nycap.rr.com
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Bring the Light to Someone 

Prayer requests may be sent to prayerrequest@shenumc.org 

SUMC Friends and Family…  

Joe & Claudia Allison 
Bob & Jean Atkinson 
Mary Barkuff  
Barbara Bombard 
Joan and Dale Brown  
Laurie Cerrone 
Jim & Joanne Chambers 
Mae Dehmer 
Jeanne Harrington 

Harvey & Carol Hayner 
Phyllis Holzhauer  
Lois Jerwann 
Bill & Claire Kohler 
Audrey Kuhn 
Mary Jane LaPorta 
Joe Mount  
Mary Newell 
Georgiana Polite 

Mary Predel 
Bob & Linda Rice 
Russell & Joyce Smith 
Flo Snell 
Twitty Styles  
Bill & Joyce Vaughn 
Lois Winner  

 

 

Here we are still stuck in this separation that we 
have accepted to help us to tame this virus which 
has changed our lives. But because we may not 
be able to hug our friends at SUMC, we can still 
reach out and bring some light into their lives so 
that they know that they are loved and are im-
portant to us.  
 
Jesus has said that He is the light of the world and 
he urges us to spread that light. We don’t have to 
do big things to show that light to others. Small 
actions like calling someone or sending a note 
can bring the light of Jesus to someone who is 
struggling. 
 
I experienced an example of this recently. Some-
how, the word got out that my wife’s birthday 
was coming up. A few days before the day, she 
received birthday cards from friends at SUMC.  

She was delighted. The day before she received 
more.  On her birthday she received even more.  
And few came in days after.  As she set them up 
on the dining room table I watched as a big smile 
showed on her face. And a tear came to my eyes. 
 
Simple things done with love have huge impacts 
on people’s lives. Spread that light to someone 
you know. We may not be able to do big things 
but we can all do small things with great love. 
 

Remember, God loves you. 
 
Bob Atkinson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            

mailto:prayerrequest@shenumc.org
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Shenendehowa UMC Sunday Online Worship  
9:00 a.m. Blended Service (Traditional & Contemporary Music)  

 

Pastors & Staff 
Pastor, Rev. Leland Carlson - pastorlee@shenumc.org  

Visitation Minister, Brother Paul McCue - brotherpaul@shenumc.org 
Deaconess, Denise Walling - dwalling@shenumc.org 

Executive Director, Denise Gottung - dgottung@shenumc.org 
Office Administrator, Shell Morizio  -secretary@shenumc.org 

Coordinator of Music Ministries, Lauri Nair - laurinair@shenumc.org 
Organist, John Russell - jrussell@shenumc.org 

Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministries,  Ashley Latham -  
alatham@shenumc.org 

Financial Secretary, Jennifer Degenhart-  financialsecretary@shenumc.org 
Production Coordinator, Jermaine Hammond - jhammond@shenumc.org 
Director of Preschool - Elizabeth Wygel - preschooldirector@shenumc.org 

Head Custodian, Peter Ryan 
 

Contact Us: 
Phone: 518-371-7964; emergency phone: 518-662-4463 (518-NOAHGOD)       

E-mail: office@shenumc.org     Web Site: www.shenumc.org 
“Like” us on Facebook 

Office Hours:  9 am - 3 pm,  Monday - Friday  
 

SUMC Connections’ Editor: 
Shell Morizio 

 
May Connections  

Articles due April 20  
-and- 

Weekly Bulletin  
Announcements  

due by noon on Wednesdays 
to  

secretary@shenumc.org 
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