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Review - Key Decisions of GC2019

• General Conference delegates passed by a 438-384 vote 
the Traditional Plan, which retains restrictions against “self-avowed 
practicing homosexual” clergy and officiating at or hosting same-sex 
marriage ceremonies and requires stricter enforcement for violations 
of church law.

• The One Church Plan, which would have left questions of marriage up 
to individual churches and clergy, and ordination requirements up to 
conferences, was defeated.

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/what-happened-and-what-didnt-at-general-conference-2019
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/2019-general-conference-passes-traditional-plan
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/traditional-plan-advances-as-one-church-simple-plans-fail


Matters pending UMC Judicial Council decision, 
April 23-25, 2019
• Some parts of Traditional Plan ruled in violation of UMC constitution 

(Decision 1366, Decision 1377); some petitions dealing with board of 
ordained ministry nominees, and exit plan will be ruled on by JC 
• Some provisions “strayed from the constitution on matters of           

due process and by elevating adherence to requirements related to 
homosexuality above all other requirements
• Bishop accountability and responsibilities
• Composition of boards of ordained ministry,
• Examination of candidates for ministry
• Also plan for exit from denomination



Judicial Council Rulings

Judicial Council, the highest UM Church court, met on 
April 22-24, 2019 and ruled:

”[T]hat while some provisions of the newly adopted 
Traditional Plan remain unconstitutional, the rest of the 
plan is valid as church law.”

The Traditional Plan will go into effect, Jan. 1, 2020



Traditional Plan changes approved:
• More specific definition of “self-avowed practicing homosexual,”
• people “living in a same-sex marriage, domestic partnership or 

civil union’; or 
• “person who publicly states she or he is a practicing homosexual.”

• Ban on bishops consecrating gay bishops
• Prohibitions on recommending, approving clergy candidates who do 

not meet clergy qualifications, including those related to 
homosexuality.
• Minimum penalty for clergy performing same-sex wedding —
• one year’s suspension without pay - first offense, and 
• loss of credentials for the second.



Traditional Plan changes:

•Bishops may only dismiss a complaint against clergy if 
it has “no basis in law or fact”;  bishops must share 
reasons with complainant.

• Those filing a complaint must be involved in any 
agreement to resolve the case without a church trial.

•Church has right to appeal church trial findings “based 
on egregious errors of church law or administration.”



Judicial Council ruled “Exit Plan” constitutional

“Exit plan” would allow local churches to leave the UMC, 
but 3 minimum requirements must be met:

•  2/3 of the local congregation members vote to 
leave denomination; 

•  fulfill specified financial obligations, including 
paying a share of pension liabilities; and 

•  agreement by a simple majority vote of the annual 
conference.

Exit plan goes into effect immediately.



Western Jurisdiction 
(includes Mountain Sky Conference)

The Western Jurisdiction College of Bishops
expressed their continued commitment …

"to be true to John Wesley’s tradition of the entire world being our 
parish. We will continue to relate with one another in such a way that 
all people may find our United Methodist Church to be their spiritual 

home. We will remain united in our determination to make our 
Jurisdiction a home for all.”



Mountain Sky Conference Connecting

Mountain Sky Conference (MSC) conducted two online events via 
ZOOM calls: 

• ‘I Dream a Church’ - Easter Monday, April 22
• "To Lead Boldly in Uncertain Times" - Tuesday, April 30

Also, sending delegates to ”UMC Next Conversations” (Kansas) and 
UMForward Summit (Minneapolis)

Connect with others through:  https://www.mtnskyumc.or

https://www.mtnskyumc.org/


Centrist and Progressive UMC leadership 
engage in conversations

• March 27 and April 4, 2019 - gatherings in Dallas, TX & Atlanta, GA 
Aim: “to give prayerful consideration to a faithful response that reflects 
the convictions of the majority of United Methodists in the United 
States who voted against the Traditional Plan.”

Options identified: 
“1. Leave to form a new United Methodism, or 
2. Stay, resist, give the (Good News, Confessing Movement, Wesleyan 

Covenant Association) the gracious exit they've been looking for in 
hopes that they will leave, and then reform the United Methodist 
Church for mission and ministry for the 21st century." (A. Hamilton)



Principle agreements of initial conversations:
Centrists and progressives wish to work together to reform 
and renew our church.
1) First course of action:  
• resist unjust policies enacted by the General Conference
• apply pressure on system, use our influence to bring 

about a change toward a more inclusive Methodism.
2) Develop plans simultaneously in the event that above steps 

fail to resolve current conflict.
3) Ensure diverse leadership team – add younger voices, LGBT   

persons, while speaking to the broad center of church is 
critical already in process.



UMC Next Conversations*
500+ representatives 10 from each U.S. annual 

conference (54)
United Methodist Church of the Resurrection, 

Leawood, KS - May 20-22, 2019

Goals:  
Clarify the direction moving forward, the vision for the 

future of The UMC, and leadership needs

* Convened by Rev. Adam Hamilton, Bishop Mike McKee, Bishop Sue Haupert-
Johnson, Rev. Tom Berlin, Rev. Junius Dotson, Rev. Jasmine Smothers



UMForward Holding Summit

UMForward seeking “fresh expressions of Methodism”
will meet May 17-18 in Minneapolis

”[A] Summit to discuss the future of The United 
Methodist Church, centered on POC+Q+T

(Person of Color, Queer, and Transgender) voices.

https://um-forward.org/our-movement-forward


Reconciling Ministries Network*
Reconciling Ministries Network advocates for full 

equality of LGBTQ individuals. Their response to the 
court rulings:
Rise & Resist.

RMNET plans to resist actions taken at GC2019 at the 
2020 General Conference, believing “there is still a 

place for LGBTQ Christians in the church.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

* RMNET is “a network of over 40,000 Reconciling United Methodists 
and over 1,000 Reconciling Churches and Communities.



Renewal and Reform Coalition
Four U.S.-based advocacy groups that supported Traditional Plan:
• Good News, 
• Institute on Religion and Democracy, 
• Confessing Movement within The United Methodist Church
• Wesleyan Covenant Association

Rev. Thomas Lambrecht, vice president of Good News and one of the 
primary authors of the Traditional Plan sees two options:
• One option - continue path from St. Louis and increase accountability 

in the Traditional Plan (including on homosexuality)
• The other option - negotiated separation with some shared mission.



Eight Confirmation Class Students Take Stand 
1st UMC Omaha, Nebraska

Shall children lead us?
Eight students in a confirmation class delayed their 

confirmation service until they learned how their local church 
responds to the General Conference decisions. 

"The teens … took their stand on principle because they 
believed the denomination’s vote to uphold and strengthen  

its ban on LGBTQ ordination and marriage to be              
'immoral' and 'unjust.’"

(underlines added)





Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

We are Broomfield UMC
We embrace every person. Your race, ethnicity, gender expression, 
sexual/relational orientation, socio-economic background, age, 
religion, body shape, size, and ability are beautiful to us.
We want you here.



Questions being asked:
In the midst of these conversations, churches are asking for guidance as 
they make important decisions.
• Should we suspend or withhold apportionments? 
• What should we do with apportionment money if we suspend 

payments? 
• How do we make direct payments to vital boards and agencies while 

withholding apportionments? 
• Should we suspend or end ministries with groups outside the U.S.?
• Should we stay and resist or plan to leave? And how do we plan for 

January 1, 2020?
Source:  Reconciling Ministries Network - https://rmnetwork.org/rise-resist/

https://rmnetwork.org/rise-resist/

